First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)

202 E. 13" Avenue / Emporia, KS 66801

Newsletter

(620) 3421582 (Office) / (620) 348585 (Fax)

www.fccemporia.ofgNEW!)

Volume 57 No. 3

Reflections...

Lent is a curious and
rather strange time of the
=3: year. It comes between the
joy of the
the glorious celebration of

Easter. Epiphany, with its
emphasis on the baptism and
universality of Jesus immediately

precedes Lent. Pentecost, a little later in
the year, is a jubilant recognition of the
presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of
the Christian. These Christian seasons
are all celebrations that we
commemorate with glad expressions of
thanks and joyfulness fi except Lent.
So, why even mention Lent. | think of
Lent as being something like this: You
are not feeling well; you have this
nagging suspicion that
right, so you decide to visit the doctor.
The doctor confirms that you are correct

in your intuition that
right, but the doctor is firmly convinced

that medicine can cure you and return

you to your healt hy co
Lent.

Lent urges us and leads us to the
realization that we are not well. But
there is a cure for the sickness which
affects us not only spiritually but
physically, emotionally and every other
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the disease: you, me, the President, the
doctor, the professor, the rabbi, the
actor, the priest, the sheik fi even Mother

Savi or O0TFherdsa was infect®ch Romans 3:23 gives

al
gl or

of or
t he

us the bad news: é
and fall short of
the bad news is that we are all infected
with this terminal disease, the same
source gives us the good news, the
prescription: oYet now
gracious kindness declares us not guilty.
He has done this through Christ Jesus,
who has freed us by taking away our
sins.6 (Romans 3: 24
The season of Lent calls us
acknowledge the disease of sin and
leads us to the only cure for our
condition: acceptance of
s otnhertohuignhg behd e f i n Godds
During Lent, we come to understand our
brokenness, and the fact that we are
s siak,e inpérie@ ands rfulidamentally
wicked people. Lent helps us realize how
sick we are and how desperately we need
n daicdrd. o n . That 6s
I hope that you will be touched by the
reality of our human condition during
the season of Lent i and more
importantly, the cure. All who want to
learn more about or perhaps experience
Lent may want to attend the Wednesday

NLT)
to

ocally. 6 As in the doct or bBesaten dStudyy ®eriesj st rmwdn (light
0Oill ness, 6 we must first lanchkpiovidet)eday €00 tp.ma(supper
we are ill and in desperate need of the served at 6:15 p.m.)
right medicine. The only medicine that
will cure us is Jesus. Blessings,

The illness we suffer is sin. Even
though we may have led fairly healthy -
lives, we are still mortally sick with the Pastor Bob
inherited disease call sin. Wedve all got
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PPhg Fingth\Christian Church Newsletter is
published bimonthly (except for December)
i Please email any information for the
newsletter to me attllpit@yahoo.com
The following two Mondays are the
deadlines for the next newsletters:

February 25th & March 10th
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