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April Bible Readings 
 
April 12-18 
     PS 96 
     LK 9: 57-62 
     LK 10: 1-37 
  
April 19-25 
     PS 110 
     HEB 2:14-18 
     HEB 3: 1-19 
     HEB 4: 1-16 
     HEB 5: 1-6:8 
 
April 26-May 1 
     PS 119: 105-125 
     LK 10: 38-42 
     LK 11: 1-36 
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½[ol tpzzpvu vm Mpyz{ Joypz{phu Jo|yjo pz {v puzwpyl lhjo v{oly {v

reach out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our 

jvtt|up{¡ i¡ wyvjshptpun {ol Nvzwls vm Qlz|z Joypz{5¾ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday, April 18 

Rummage Sale & Food Sale ~ Page 4 

 

April 25 & 26 

Rebuilding Together Workdays ~ Page 9 

 

Annual Meeting ~ April 26 

11:45 a.m. ~ Page 11 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 
Proposed 2009-2010 Budget (Insert) 

 

Neighborhood Party  at Eastside Park 

Pictures ~ Pages 6 & 10 



 

door they walked. 

 

     At that point, it was pretty much the 

Chief and fire cat Sparky.  Later that 

night, when the alarm sounded because 

city hall was on fire, no one was there to 

keep it from burning to the ground. 

     P.t uv{ zh¡pun ~l hyl hj{pun sprl {opz

fictional volunteer fire department, and 

P.t uv{ zh¡pun pzz|lz hylu.{ ptwvy{hu{5  I 

am saying that we need to act together, 

with one voice.  I am saying we need to 

support one another and work together in 

achieving the mission God has led us to. 

 

     [vu¡ Jhtwvsv vujl zhpk3 ½[opz pz uv{ hu

absurd description of a reasonable 

world.  It is a rational description of an 

hiz|yk ~vysk5¾   

 

     Paul closes his Second Letter to the 

Church at Corinth with these words:  ½Hpt

for perfection...be of one mind, live in 

peace. And the God of love and peace will 

il ~p{o ¡v|5¾ 2 Corinthians 13:11, NIV.  I 

know we have differenceşand that can 

be a good thing.  But our differences 

should not divide us or thwart the good we 

can do or hinder God working in and 

through the mission of this Church. 

 

                    Blessings, Pastor Bob 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS 

OPEN LETTER TO THE 

CONGREGATION 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     Thank you for your wonderful 

generosity in the recent stewardship 

campaign!  As you know, the church 

leadership said we would propose a 

budget this year after the stewardship 

campaign was completed.  We wanted to 

do so in order to prepare a budget 

which did not exceed the anticipated 

giving.  And, we have met that goal!  As 

an insert to this newsletter you will 

find the proposed budget for church 

¡lhy .7@ {v .875 Wslhzl uv{l {oh{ {ol

total is $182,408, which is less than 

our anticipated giving of $183,203.   

 

     Immediately following this letter, 

¡v| ~pss mpuk {ol vmmpjphs ½Uv{pjl vm

Huu|hs Jvunylnh{pvuhs Tll{pun¾ huk

the proposed slate of officers.  I am 

very excited about the outcomes of our 

New Beginnings process, and the plans 

huk lmmvy{z ~l oh}l mvy ½Ylhjopun V|{¾

to our neighborhood.  We turn to God 

for guidance in all that we do, and ask 

his blessings on our efforts to bring the 

Word to others.  Our many worship and 

service opportunities help us mature in 

our Christian journey.  Thank you for 

generously sharing your time and 

{hslu{z hz ~l ~vyr {vnl{oly mvy Nvk.z

glory.    

                  ~ Cindy Lexow, Moderator 

 

 

 
  
 

(PUT IN AGAIN IN EARLY JUNE) 
 

Volunteers Needed for General  
Assembly Mission Projects 

     From preparing the meals that will 
be distributed to the poor by 50 non-
profit agencies to planting shrubbery 
and mowing lawns, the 2009 
Indianapolis General Assembly will 
offer ample opportunities for Disciples 
who want to share their witness 
through mission.  The Office of 
Disciples Volunteering of Disciples 
Home Missions is planning mission 
projects in Indianapolis starting as a 
pre-event from Sunday, July 26 
through Wednesday, July 29.  During 
General Assembly, work projects are 
planned for the afternoons of Thursday, 
July 30; Friday, July 31; and Saturday, 
August 1. 
     The projects will include working 
with a food recovery agency, at 
residences for former prisoners 
transitioning back into society, various 
homeless shelters, and a collaborative 
blitz event to spruce up economically 
depressed areas of the city.  For more 
details, contact Brenda Tyler in the 
Office of Disciples Volunteering at 317-
713-2642 or toll free 888-346-2631 or 
btyler@dhm.disciples.org or visit the 
2009 General Assembly web site.  Click 
vu {ol ½Tpzzpvu Vwwvy{|up{plz¾ spur5 
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VWWVY[\UP[PLZ [V ZLY]L ¦ WHU[Y`3 ZVZ3 JHZH3 TLU.Z

SHELTER, CROP WALK, HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, SERVICE 

ORIENTED COMMUNITY EVENTS &  NEED A RIDE 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

     The annual congregational meeting of First 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Emporia, Kansas will be held on SUNDAY, 
APRIL 26, 2009 at 11:45 a.m.  The meeting 
will be held in the sanctuary.  The purpose of 
the meeting will be to approve the general 
operating budget (which is an insert to this 
newsletter) and to elect the elders, diaconate, 
trustees and members of the Administrative 
Council as proposed below. 
 
PROPOSED OFFICERS: 
Trustees: Dorothy Boyce and Jean Miller 
Elders: Hal Lewis, Judy Moore,   
 Marlene Hanson, Cameron Moore 
Deacons: Joe Denson*, Marie Harding*,  
 Janece Bacon, Guy Bacon, Carl  
 Richardson, Lana Richardson,  
 Nikki Simmons, Jake Dalton,  
 Janelle Norton and Joan Shumate  
(*denotes one-year term.  All other terms of 
office are three years.) 

 
PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

MEMBERS, Class of 2011: 
(Terms are for 2 years, July 1, 2009 to June 
30, 2011, except Youth Rep which is 1 year.) 
 
Treasurer, Fred Miller, Serving 2

nd
 term 

Secretary, Barb Gimple, Serving 2
nd

 term 
Member at Large, John Harding, Serving 2

nd
 

 term (1
st
 term was as Trustee) 

Member at Large, Marie Harding, Serving 1
st
 

 term 
Member of Diaconate, Nancy LeClear, Serving 
 1

st
 term 

Trustee Rep, Dorothy Boyce,  Serving 1
st
 term 

Youth Rep, Justin Richardson, Serving 2
nd

, 1-
 year term 
 
 
 
 

     We live in a volatile, fast-changing 
world where allegiances can be short-
lived.  I read a humorous story about a 
fictional volunteer fire department.  For 
40 years this volunteer fire department 
had gotten along welļuntil the 
meeting when one fireman suggested 
the fire truck be painted yellow.  ½I|{
p{.z illu ylk mvy mvy{¡ ¡lhyz3¾ zhpk {ol
chief.  ½L hj{s¡3¾ zhpk {ol ¡lssv~
wyvwvulu{3 ½P{.z {ptl mvy h
johunl5¾  They called for a vote and the 
yellow proposal failed, so the yellow 
supporters walked out.  
 
     [olu3 zvtlvul lszl jvttlu{lk3 ½P
heard we were going to allow women 
firefighters.  Pz {oh{ zvF¾  The chief 
ylzwvuklk3 ½`lz5 ^l hwwyv}lk {oh{
wyvwvzhs shz{ tll{pun5¾  ½[olu P x|p{3¾
said the questioner.  
 
     Another firefighter demanded that 
the elderly firehouse mascot, a 
Dalmatian named Spot, be replaced with 
a younger animal, maybe a cat, like the 
cat named Sparky he just happened to 
have out in his car.  The motion carried 
huk Zwv{.z mhuz ~hsrlk v|{ ~p{o Zwv{ pu
tow.  
 
     The meeting was nearly over, 
thankfully, when the chief announced it 
was time to pay dues.  Some 
mpylmpno{lyz kpku.{ sprl {oh{ huk ~hsrlk
v|{ }v~pun {v z{hy{ h ½uv-mll mpylov|zl5¾ 
 
     Pm {oh{ ~hzu.{ luv|no3 zvtl vm {ol
firefighters wanted to pull the fire 
truck straight in instead of backing it 
in.  When that was voted down, out the  

ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION 



 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS 

 
LOCALLY 
Brandon Ayers, Bill 
Bowles, Jason Hart,  
Dr. Charles & Nadine 
Hopper, Troy Knight 
/Qhulssl Uvy{vu.z
father), Nadine Lexow, 
Reba Oliver, Elizabeth 
Wells, Don White 
 

NATIONALLY & GLOBALLY... 
     Pray for those defending our nation: 

missionaries; and victims of war, hunger, 

disease and natural disasters.  Pray for 

those suffering and in need around the 

world!  Also, pray for our city and county 

leaders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyce Cress & Aubrey Ann Westcott 
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WELCOME 
     It is a joy to extend the right hand of 

Christian Fellowship to our newest members, 

Guy and Janece Bacon who live at 1017 Road 

80, Olpe, Kansas 66865.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Dee Holmes, who recently 

received the 2008 Distinguished Clinician in 

Teacher Education Award from the 

Association of Teacher Education.  Way to go, 

Dee! 

 

Cooking For Our Neighbors! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
Thursday, April 9th 
7:00 p.m. ~ Maundy Thursday Service 
 
Friday, April 10th (Good Friday) 
12:00 p.m. ~ Ministerial Alliance will 
zwvuzvy ½^hsr {ol Z{h{pvuz vm {ol Jyvzz¾
from Sacred Heart Church to St. 
Andrews Church beginning at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, April 12th 
6:30 a.m.   Easter Sunrise Service at              
 Wilson Park 
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
  Easter Brunch in Fellowship 
 Hall (proceeds go to building 
 fund)  
10:30 a.m.  Lhz{ly Zly}pjl ½Zpnuz vm
 Ovwl huk Qv¡¾ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 
RUMMAGE AND FOOD SALE 

8:00 A.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

 
The Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) 
is a communication link between the 
church congregation and the Pastor to 
serve the Lord effectively.  If you have 
½wyhpzlz¾ vy ½jvujlyuz¾ hiv|{ ¡v|y
Pastor, please feel free to contact one of 
f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  
on the committee: 

 

 
Monday thru Thursday 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

Friday 
8 a.m. to Noon 

 
WHZ[VY.Z OV\YZ HUK 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 
Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment. 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

620-757-6298 (Cell) 

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 

 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING 
 

Attendance 
 

March 29, 2009 
SS - 28 / Worship - 90 

 
April 5, 2009 

SS - 24 / Worship - 103 
 

Stewardship Report 
 

March 29, 2009 
Offering - $ 1,874.50 

Capital - $ 998.00 
 

April 5, 2009 
Offering - $ 3,409.50 

Capital - $ 771.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW PRAYER CIRCLE STARTED 
A new Prayer Circle is meeting at noon, 
every Thursday in the parlor of the 
church.  You are invited to join the 
prayer circle as we pray for our world, 
nation, community, church and each 
other.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMONG THE MEMBERS 

THANK YOU NOTES, ANNIVERSARY/WEDDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER LIST W/DISCLAIMER, 

DEATHS/SYMPATHIES, MEMBER NEWS, NEW MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT W/PICTURE, ADDRESS CHANGES 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DATES TO REMEMBER 

Our prayer/
concerns/joy list 
continues to 
grow longer.  
Kvu.{ mvynl{ {v
call the office if 
a name can be 
removed.  Your 
cooperation will 
b e  g r e a t l y 
appreciated. 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com


 

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 
     Would you like an opportunity to do 

a hands-on service project?  If so, join 

members of First Christian as we join 

hands with community members to 

complete service projects.  The 

community project is Rebuilding 

Together (formerly Christmas in April).  

Rebuilding Together has six projects 

{ol¡.}l zlslj{lk ~opjo ullk ~vyrlyz {v

complete some basic maintenance/

repairs.  You do NOT have to have any 

specialized skills---they will be glad to 

use workers who can paint, or sweep, 

or clean.  The primary work time is 

Saturday morning, April 25
th
.  (Free 

s|ujo ~pss il wyv}pklk i¡ Ivii¡ K.z mvy

all volunteers.)  There are a couple of 

projects which will run into the 

afternoon on Saturday; and, one project 

which will be on Sunday, April 26
th
.  

 

     Signup sheets are available in the 

church office, and will be available on 

Sunday, April 12
th
 and 19

th
.  Please call 

either John Lexow (343-3164) or 

George Arnett (343-2182) if you have 

hu¡ hkkp{pvuhs x|lz{pvuz5 Sl{.z ~vyr

together to benefit someone in need!  

Thanks! 

Minister of our church.  This is a novel 
written about nine people and what 
happens in their life from high school on 
and how they deal with it. 
 

RUMMAGE & FOOD SALE 
     We need your rummage items!  We 
will be having our Spring rummage sale 
on Saturday, April 18th from 8:00 a.m. 
to Noon.  Proceeds will go to the Capital 
Campaign. 
 
     If have any items you would like to 
be picked up, contact Janelle Norton at 
340-5645. 
 
     Also, DWF will be having a food sale.  
If you would like to donate food items or 
can help on the 18th, contact Marie 
Harding to sign up!  
 
 
 

 

1ST NEWSLETTER OF MONTH 

KS. REGIONAL / NATIONAL CHURCH NEWS 
IST NEWS OF JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER PUT 

DISCIPLE WORLD MAGAZINE BLURB (SEE BOTTOM) 

2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 

MUSINGS FROM THE MODERATOR 
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WANTED: 
DISCIPLES TO MAKE STOLES 

FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2009 
      
     Disciples who enjoy art and sewing 
are needed to create stoles for the 
General Assembly.  The stoles will be 
worn by the 300 people who will lead 
the 2009 General Assembly in worship, 
July 29- August 2 at the Indiana 
Convention Center in downtown 
Indianapolis. 
      
     Volunteers are asked to create 
simple stoles with multi-colored hands 
on one side and green hands on the 
other side.  The color scheme is based 
on the General Assembly logo.  The 
hands will resemble the leaves of the 
trees in the General Assembly logo, and 
symbolize many things -- helping, 
healing, loving and working hands. 
      
     Those who make the stoles also are 
urged to pray for the people who will 
wear them in worship at the Assembly.  
Worship leaders will keep the stoles 
they wear, in appreciation for their 
leadership.  Creators of the stoles are 
encouraged to pin notes and prayers to 
the stole before shipping it. 
      
     Estimated materials cost for each 
stole is $9.  To take part in this project, 
visit www.disciples.org/portals/0/pdf/
g a / 2 0 0 9 /  f o r  p a t t e r n s  a n d 
instructions. 

PRAYER CHAIN 
     We care about you!  If you or anyone 
you know would like to be added to our 
existing DWF prayer chain, please call 
Jeanice Miller at  343-9592 or Luella 
Hush at 342-2493. 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
     The church library has some new 
books.  The following have been given as 
memorials from Walter and Wilma 
Spencer: 
     Cost of Character by Max Lucado in 
tltvy¡ vm Q|hup{h Kvulszvu5 Pu h ½ilz{
vm opz ilz{¾ jvsslj{pvu3 Th  S|jhkv
illuminates Bible personalities in his 
trademark down-to-earth style. 
     Dewey by Vicki Myron with Bret 
Witter in memory of Rosalie Stanley.  
Cat lovers will like this true story of a 
lovable library cat, whose sixth sense 
made him a beacon of hope for a small 
Iowa town.  It is interesting to note the 
author got her Masters Degree in library 
science from Emporia State University.  
Emporia is mentioned twice in this book. 
     Coming To My Senses by Pam Rice in 
tltvy¡ vm Wvss¡ Opjrz5 P{.z h ivvr hiv|{
a lady who is losing her independence 
due to her failing health and her son 
wants her to move.  It is a book of hope 
if you are losing your independence.  It 
is fiction with humor and teaches life 
lessons. 
     The above three books are in LARGE 
print. 
     Painted Ponies by Jack Barron.  It is 
dedicated to the First Christian church 
in honor of Jack Barron from Charles 
and Nadine Hopper.  Jack Barron was a  
 
 
 

OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 

1ST & 2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 
DWF NEWS, LIBRARY, PRAYER CHAIN 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 




