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Bible Readings 
 
March 8-14 
  Mk 8:31-38 
 Gen 17:1-7, 15-16 
 Ps 22:23-31 
 Rom 4:13-25 
  
March 15-21 
 Jn 2:13-22 
 Ex 20:1-17 
 Ps 19 
 1 Cor 1:18-25 
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½[ol tpzzpvu vm Mpyz{ Joypz{phu Jo|yjo pz {v puzwpyl lhjo v{oly {v

reach out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our 

jvtt|up{¡ i¡ wyvjshptpun {ol Nvzwls vm Qlz|z Joypz{5¾ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

You Are Invited! 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 
Page 9 

Your Giving  

$$ at Work  

 

Page 10 

Member Spotlight on  

Dr. Charles and  

Nadine Hopper 

Come learn about evangelism at Wednesday  

Night Prime Time (WNPT) Wednesday evenings 

(Supper at 6 p.m. ~ Program at 6:30 p.m.) 



 

     Maybe we need both.  Take a look at 2 

Corinthians 6:3-10.  But if I could pick the 

one I would rather have, or at least the 

most of, it would be an easy choice.  

     To have and to live in a sense of joy is 

not something we have to manufacture 

from nothing.  We already have the 

reason for joy.  If we belong to God we 

already have reason for great joy.  Get 

your Bible out and take a look at some of 

these reasons for joy we have: 

 

 Psalm 16:11  

 Psalm 66  

 Psalm 126  

 Nehemiah 8:10  

 Galatians 5:22  

 Philippians 4:4  

 

     We can find conditions and ways to 

worry.  But there are more reasons to 

rejoice.  Zvtlvul vujl zhpk ½Qv¡ pz h z{h{l

vm tpuk3 uv{ h z{h{l vm hmmhpyz5¾  In our 

day, and any day, we can declare with 

Paul:  

 

½Th¡ {ol Nvk vm ovwl mpss ¡v| ~p{o hss qv¡

and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of 

{ol Ovs¡ Zwpyp{5¾  

                             ~ Romans 15:13  NIV 

 

Blessingş and joy!  

 

                            Pastor Bob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS 

HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
     Are you retired?  Do you have extra 

time?  Want to do something 

meaningful?  Then we have something 

for you... 
     Newman Regional Health Auxiliary 
is looking for new male and female 
volunteers.  We are a non-profit 
organization which serves hospital 
patients, patient families, and hospital 
employees.  We volunteer at the 
Information Desks, Snack Bar, Gift 
Shop and delivering mail and flowers.  
We support:  Healthcare Scholarships, 
Nursing Scholarships and unbudgeted 
equipment for the hospital.  If you are 
interested in giving a bit of your time, 
give our Auxiliary Coordinator (Janet 
Haag, 343-6800 ext. 2525) or 
Membership Chair Linda Miller, 342-
5448) a call and we will get 
information to you about our 
organization.    
 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10) 
 Their life together began in Emporia 

and took them to the East, the South 

and then back to Emporia. Dr. Hopper 

retired from a general practice with Dr. 

Underwood after 37 years. Charles 

first worked in Hartford, Connecticut 

in a psychiatric hospital and Nadine 

worked at Hartford Hospital. Charles 

kpku.{ ~vyr }ly¡ svun ilmvyl ol ~hz

offered a job with Pratt & Whitney 

Company in the first aid department. 

When the company was bought by 

another company it was moved to 

Kansas City and Charles and Nadine   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(PUT IN AGAIN IN EARLY JUNE) 
 

Volunteers Needed for General  
Assembly Mission Projects 

     From preparing the meals that will 
be distributed to the poor by 50 non-
profit agencies to planting shrubbery 
and mowing lawns, the 2009 
Indianapolis General Assembly will 
offer ample opportunities for Disciples 
who want to share their witness 
through mission.  The Office of 
Disciples Volunteering of Disciples 
Home Missions is planning mission 
projects in Indianapolis starting as a 
pre-event from Sunday, July 26 
through Wednesday, July 29.  During 
General Assembly, work projects are 
planned for the afternoons of Thursday, 
July 30; Friday, July 31; and Saturday, 
August 1. 
     The projects will include working 
with a food recovery agency, at 
residences for former prisoners 
transitioning back into society, various 
homeless shelters, and a collaborative 
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VWWVY[\UP[PLZ [V ZLY]L ¦ WHU[Y`3 ZVZ3 JHZH3 TLU.Z

SHELTER, CROP WALK, HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, SERVICE 

ORIENTED COMMUNITY EVENTS &  NEED A RIDE 

followed. The new company was involved in 

testing airplane engines.  The Hoppers  stayed 

in Kansas City for two years while Charles 

worked with the new company and Nadine 

worked in a clinic. During that time their first 

child, Patricia was born in 1945.  

 

     The Kansas University Medical School 

accepted Charles into the V-12 program. 

Charles was graduated in 1947. By accepting 

the assistance for the program, Charles was 

obligated to work in San Antonio for one year. 

Now the family consisted of three babies. The 

second being born in 1947, a daughter Karen 

and  in 1950 a son, Charles. The family moved 

to Texas to fulfill the obligation. After basic 

training, all graduates took their chance on a 

drawing to determine their future placement. 

Thu¡ vm Johyslz.z myplukz kyl~ {olpy

assignment in South Korea. Charles was lucky 

to get the draw to stay in San Antonio and be 

the base doctor. The family stayed in San 

Antonio for one and a half years. Their second 

son, Phillip was born there.  

 
     The family returned to Emporia thanks to 
the invitation from Dr. Underwood to Dr. 
Hopper to join him in a general practice. Their 
long lasting friendship had begun years before 
and they had remained in contact for the 
years that the family had moved. So the 
family of six established themselves in 
Emporia and soon became a family of seven 
when their daughter Nancy was born.  
 
     Emporia and the First Christian Church 
have been a better place thanks to the 
remarkable service of Dr. and Mrs. Charles 
Hopper and their family. 

 
 
 
 

     Zvtlvul ~p{o nylh{ puzpno{3 P.t uv{

z|yl ~ov3 vujl zhpk ½[ol ~vysk pz {vv

t|jo ~p{o |z5¾  He or she was righţ

the world is too much with us.  The 

world can really bear down on us, and, 

in a way, squeeze the life right out of 

us.  It is natural to worry:  about 

children, health, money, war, and the 

many other thoughts and events that 

constantly bombard our consciousness.   

 

     As our church sign says (and many 

thanks to Marlene and Marcus who 

diligently challenge us with worthy 

th ptz0 ½^vyy¡ pz {ol tpz|zl vm

pthnpuh{pvu5¾  It is, definitely, but my 

pttlkph{l ½~vyy¡¾ pz {oh{ ~vyy¡ pz uv{

what I started out to write about.  I 

was planning to write to you about 

joy!  See how worry can assault and 

capture our minds?  

 

     Qv¡( [oh{.z ~oh{ ~l ullk5  Sure, 

we have our frustrations and sorrows; 

the world is not fair or just; we are not 

what we want or hope to be but just as 

the world is too much with us, 

stressing us out, the balance that 

provides the buoyancy that lifts the 

anchor of worry from our lives is joy.  

 

     The Bible tells us that Jesus loves 

us which is, in itself, a source of joy.  It 

also tells us that joy is a critical part of 

our lives that, if missing, is just as 

destructive to our souls, heart and well-

being as a lack of iron or oxygen is to 

our bodies. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 



 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS 

 
LOCALLY 
Brandon Ayers, Bill Bowles, Jason Hart, 
Dr. Charles & Nadine Hopper, Nadine 
Lexow, Elizabeth Wells, Don White 
 
NATIONALLY & GLOBALLY... 
Pray for those defending our nation: 
missionaries; and victims of war, hunger, 
disease and natural disasters.  Pray for 
those suffering and in need around the 
world!  Also, pray for our city and county 
leaders.   
 
THANKS 
We Would like to thank Pastor Bob and 
Larry Breshears for participating and 
olswpun ~p{o Q|z{pu.z Lhnsl Jlyltvu¡ vu
Sunday, February 22, 2009.  It was a 
wonderful day for us.  We want to thank 
all the members of the congregation that 
came out and shared with Justin receiving 
the Eagle Scout award.    
Thank you,   
Justin Wilson, Chad, Laurie, Kinzie & 
Jaiden Kurzen, Dave & Carolyn Meierhoff 
 
SYMPATHY 
     Our prayers go to the family and 
friends of Brody Tucker, great nephew of 
Kathy Harris who went to be with the 
Lord on March 7, 2009.  Also... 
  
     Our prayers go to the family and 
friends of Pollie Stalcup, sister of Carolyn 
Kuhn, who went to be with the Lord on 
February 28, 2009 
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THANK YOU 
Thank you for the many cards we have 
received.  Your thoughts and prayers are 
very much appreciated we hope to be in 
church soon.  
                          ~ Charles & Nadine Hopper 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
     This new Member Spotlight section is 

added to our newsletter to feature a member 

of our church. It is added so that each of us 

can keep up to date on current happenings of 

any member. The newsletter staff invites 

anyone to suggest someone for a Member 

Spotlight by calling Anita Imhoff, at 342-

9@@;5 [opz ~llr.z zwv{spno{ pz hiv|{ Ky5 huk

Mrs. Charles Hopper.  

 

     After being diagnosed with an incurable 

malignancy in the lung, Dr. Hopper made the 

decision not to take chemotherapy or 

radiation. He gets out and around and as 

klzjypilk i¡ opz ~pml Uhkpul3 ½pz kvpun wyl{{¡

nvvk¾5  

 

     Charles and Nadine met while both were 

in the Newman School of nursing in 1937. 

Nadine was graduated in 1938 with her 

degree as RN. Charles was graduated from 

the College of Emporia and finished with his 

registered nurses training degree in 1940. At 

that time, it was quite possible to be drafted 

into military service so Charles and Nadine 

decided to get married. They will have been 

married 69 years this coming June. 

 

(Continued page 11)    

 

 

LEARNING CENTER PRECSHOOL 
(LCP) 

 
March News and Information 

     ^l.}l z{hy{pun h ul~ slhyupun {oltlA
½^olu P Nyv~ \Wº¾  We have talked all 
year long about how God made each one 
of us for good; He has a special plan and 
a purpose for everyone He creates.  This 
month, we will talk about lots of 
different kinds of jobs that people have 
and will consider the kinds of things 
that we enjoy doing that might help 
direct us to a future career.   
 
     In the classroom, we will continue to 
explore with tools at the workbench 
(keep that scrap lumber cominģwe are 
i|pskpun sprl jyh¢¡(((0 huk ~p{o {ol ½yhpsz
huk wh{o~h¡z¾ pu {ol isvjr hylh
(carpenters and physicists in the 
making!).  The house area has been 
transformed into a beauty shop (this is 
still imaginative play!); sand and digging 
tools will help us  explore the world of 
archeology at the sand and water table.  
Our tub toys, books and puzzles will help 
us explore other job possibilities as 
~lssºp{ svvrz {v il huv{oly m|u tvu{o
of learning! 
 
     Just a reminder:  There will be NO 
PRESCHOOL Friday, March 13, and 
during the week of March 16-20. Have a 
great Spring Break!  
 
     After three years of fundraising, and 
approval of new playground plans by 
MJJ.z Hktpupz{yh{p}l Jv|ujps3 ~l hyl
nl{{pun ylhk¡ {v ilnpu ½Wohzl 8¾ vm
building a new playground!  The old 
playground has  
  
(continued page 4)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monday thru Thursday 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

Friday 
8 a.m. to Noon 

 
WHZ[VY.Z OV\YZ HUK 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 
Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment. 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

620-757-6298 (Cell) 

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 

 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING 
 

Attendance 
 

March 1, 2009 
SS - 29 / Worship - 90 

 
March 8, 2009 

SS - 26 / Worship - 88 
 

Stewardship Report 
 

March 1, 2009 
Offering - $ 4,283.50 
Capital - $ 2,036.00 

 
March 8, 2009 

Offering - $ 2,679.96 
Capital - $ 255.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW PRAYER CIRCLE STARTED 
A new Prayer Circle is meeting at noon, 
every Thursday in the parlor of the 
church.  You are invited to join the 
prayer circle as we pray for our world, 
nation, community, church and each 

AMONG THE MEMBERS 

THANK YOU NOTES, ANNIVERSARY/WEDDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER LIST W/DISCLAIMER, 

DEATHS/SYMPATHIES, MEMBER NEWS, NEW MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT W/PICTURE, ADDRESS CHANGES 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DATES 

Our prayer/concerns/

joy list continues to 

nyv~ svunly5 Kvu.{

forget to call the office 

if a name can be 

removed.  Your 

cooperation will be 

greatly appreciated. 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com


 

FOUNDATION DISTRIBUTED $7.2 
TPSSPVU MVY TPUPZ[Y` PU g7? 

 
The Christian Church Foundation 
distributed $7.2 million for ministry in 
2008 from permanent funds, life-income 
gifts that matured and other donor-
directed gifts.  
     ½[olzl kvsshyz |uklynpyk {ol
ministries of congregations, regions and 
v{oly Kpzjpwslz jh|zlz3¾ zhpk {ol Yl}5
Nhy¡ Rpk~lss3 Mv|ukh{pvu wylzpklu{5 ½`l{
this figure does not include the millions 
of dollars in subject-to-withdrawal 
accounts, owned by Disciples ministries, 
which were distributed to those 
ministries to expand their own work and 
~p{ulzz5¾  
 
     Disciples Mission Fund, the general 
funding system for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), received more than 
$1.2 million from permanent funds and 
donor-advised gifts.  This figure is the 
shynlz{ kpz{ypi|{pvu {v {ol jo|yjo.z
mission funding system in the 
Mv|ukh{pvu.z opz{vy¡5  
 
     ½^l oh}l h zhjylk ylzwvuzpipsp{¡ {v
the church because the dollars entrusted 
{v |z hj{|hss¡ ilsvun {v Nvk3¾ Rpk~lss
zhpk5 ½[ol nylh{ {y|z{ {oh{ kvuvyz huk
the church have placed with us is 
humbling and we take our responsibility 
as custodian of those gifts most 
zlypv|zs¡5¾  
 
     Despite a global recession that has 
left every economic sector in pain, the 
Foundation in 2008 achieved highs for 
this century in new gifts.  The    
 
 
      

and reseeded for grass.  If anyone would 
like to help out with this project in any 
w a y :  t ime ,  l a bo r ,  ma te r i a l s , 
refreshments, childcare, whatever!  
Wslhzl jvu{hj{ {ol jo|yjo vmmpjl3 ~l.k
love to have you work alongside us! 
 
Thank You, Phillip Castillo and the 
Ltwvyph Z{5 Wh{ypjr.z Kh¡ Jvttp{{ll((
The Learning Center Preschool 
Playground Project has been named a Co
-recipient of the fund-raising efforts of 
{ol Z{5 Wh{ypjr.z Kh¡ Jvttp{{ll5 ^l.k
like to offer a GREAT BIG THANK YOU 
to preschool dad Phillip Castillo for 
nominating the preschool as a recipient 
and for his part in the fundraising for 
the committee.   
 
     The Emporia Gazette reported that 
{ol Z{5 Wh{ypjr.z Kh¡ Jvttp{{ll iyv|no{
in $6,600 for the Auction alonȩwow!   
Thank you to parents who donated 
items to be auctioned and to those who 
attended the auction to support the 
fundraising efforts!   
      
     Another way to help out is to attend 
{ol Z{5 Wh{ypjr.z Kh¡ Whyhkl huk ~h}l
at our preschoolers as they ride, bike or 
stroll the parade route.  The children 
are so very excited for this opportunity; 
it should be a fun sight to see!  The St. 
Wh{ypjr.z Kh¡ Jvttp{{ll ~pss il zlsspun
beads on parade day; this is another 
mode of fundraising that will benefit the 
Preschool Playground Project.  
 
      ~ Suzanne West, Director/Teacher 
 
   
    

1ST NEWSLETTER OF MONTH 

KS. REGIONAL / NATIONAL CHURCH NEWS 
IST NEWS OF JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER PUT 

DISCIPLE WORLD MAGAZINE BLURB (SEE BOTTOM) 

2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 

MUSINGS FROM THE MODERATOR 
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Foundation received total gifts of 
nearly $11.7 million.  This includes 
$5.2 million in life-income gifts ~ the 
tvz{ pu {ol Mv|ukh{pvu.z opz{vy¡ ¦ huk
$6 million in new permanent fund gifts.  
The Foundation ended 2008 being 
responsible for $84.2 million in 
permanent funds.  
 
     The Christian Church Foundation is 
a general ministry of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) with the 
mission of undergirding ministry 
through permanent funds, planned gifts 
and prudent investment of funds owned 
by Disciples ministries.  It is a donor-
directed Foundation designed to benefit 
Disciples ministries and institutions.  
          ~ From Disciples News Service 
         (www.disciples.org) 
 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
We care about you!  If you or anyone you 
know would like to be added to our 
existing DWF prayer chain, please call 
Jeanice Miller at  343-9592 or Luella 
Hush at 342-2493. 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
     We have many inspirational books 
about Easter in the library and on the 
book cart in the hall.  Please stop by and 
check one out so you can learn the true 
meaning of Easter.  
 
    We have the new March magazines ~ 
Guideposts, Reminisce, Christianity 
Today and Disciples World available on 
the book cart.  ~ Library Staff 
 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
provided years of fun for  many 
children, and hopefully the pieces being 
replaced can be put to use in new ways. 
We are very excited because we believe 
the new playground will provide years of 
opportunities for growth and enjoyment 
for the children in our preschool, in the 
church and in the community.  
 
     LCP parents are planning a few 
workdays over Spring Break:  Saturday,  
Thyjo 8; /hm{ly {ol Z{5 Wh{ypjr.z Kh¡
Parade), Wednesday, March 18, and 
Saturday/Sunday, March 21-22.  By the 
end of Spring Break, we hope to have the 
old equipment completely removed, the 
north fence moved to enlarge the 
wsh¡nyv|uk3 h ul~ ½zhml mhss ¢vul¾
installed, the sandbox relocated, a new 
climber and balance beam installed, and 
the east end of the playground build up  
 
 
 

OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 

1ST & 2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 
DWF NEWS, LIBRARY, PRAYER CHAIN 

NATIONAL DISCIPLES NEWS 



 

 

March 15, 2009 
Candlelighter ~ Allyson Lauxman 

Jopskylu.z Tlzzhnl ~ LeRoy Garnett 

Diaconate ~ Tim Norton, Larry Breshears, Joyce Cress,  Bonnie Denson,  
George Ford, Dean Grisell 

Elder - Robert Wells 

Greeters - (N) Richard Becker & Robert Chatham 

               (S) Leta Moore & Joan Shumate 

Nursery - Betty Richardson / Organist - Sandy Heller 

Worship Leader - Marie Harding 

 

  March 22, 2009 
  Candlelighter ~ Debbie Peck 

  Jopskylu.z Tlzzhnl ~ Cindy Lexow 

  Diaconate ~ Carl Headrick, Rita Headrick, Lola Farr, 

                                      Dianna Lewis, Hal Lewis 

   Elder - Cindy Lexow 

 Greeters - (N) Joe & Bonnie Denson 

     (S) Wanda Davis & Betty Wright 

  Nursery - Barb Gimple / Organist - Sandy Heller 

  Worship Leader - Judy Moore 

 

March 29, 2009 
Candlelighters ~ Emily & Morgan Lauxman 

Jopskylu.z Tlzzhnl ~ Marlene Hanson 

Diaconate ~ Karen Garnett, Alan Richardson, Betty Richardson, George Arnett,  

                  Becky Lauxman, Larry Gamblian 

Elder - Donna Breshears 

Greeters - (N) Carl & Rita Headrick 

               (S) LeRoy & Karen Garnett 

Nursery - Janelle Norton / Organist - Sandy Heller 

Worship Leader - Cindy Lexow 

 

JUST A REMINDER 
Please remember that if you are unable to fulfill your turn as a greeter, nursery  
}vs|u{lly3 ~vyzopw slhkly3 jopskylu.z tlzzhnl np}ly3 zly}ly3 l{j53please find your own 
replacement and let the church office know.  Thanks! 

 
 

 

 

 

Diaconate ~ Richard Becker, Carl Headrick, Rita Headrick, 

                  Debbie Peck, Glenn Boyce, Nancy LeClear 

 

Diaconate ~ Tim Norton, Larry Breshears, Joyce Cress, 

                  Bonnie Denson, George Ford, Dean Grisell 

 

Diaconate ~ Carl Headrick, Rita Headrick, Lola Farr, 

                  Dianna Lewis, Hal Lewis, Ardie Lauxman 

 

Diaconate ~ Karen Garnett, Alan Richardson, Betty Richardson, George Arnett,  

                  Becky Lauxman, Larry Gamblian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pie too? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate these great cooks! 

1ST ISSUE OF MONTH: UNIVERSITY / STUDENTS / 

PRESCHOOL NEWS WHEN NEEDED 

2ND ISSUE OF MONTH: BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES, 

FUTURE NEWS & DEADLINES (SEE BELOW),  

ADDITIONAL NEWS  

8 5 SERVING THIS MONTH 

NEWLETTER DEADLINE 

I need any information for the next 
newsletter NO LATER THAN Monday, 
March 23, 2009. ~ Christy   
 

NEWSLETTER ON LINE 

Our Web Page is at www.fccemporia.org. 
Call the church office (342-1582) or  
e-mail ttllpit@yahoo.com if your name 
can be removed from the newsletter 
mailing list.  Thanks!  
 
 
 
 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 
 
 

½P{.z svvrpu. nvvk(¾  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER / OTHER NEWS 


