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Sunday, February 1, 2009 
 

10:30 a.m. ~ Celebration of the New Beginnings &  
Plan of Action in Morning Worship 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                                               ½Jlsliyh{pun {ol Jhylnp}ly¾ 
                    Rev. Hal Lewis & Cindy Lexow, Moderator offer  
                                 a workshop on Saturday, February 7th 
                             (see page 11 for more information) 

 

 

 

 

½[ol tpzzpvu vm Mpyz{ Joypz{phu Jo|yjo pz {v puzwpyl lhjo v{oly 

to reach out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our  

jvtt|up{¡ i¡ wyvjshptpun {ol Nvzwls vm Qlz|z Joypz{5¾ 

 
 

1 

Weekly Bible 
Readings 

 
Jan. 25-30 
John 3:1-5 

I Cor. 7:29-31 
Mk. 1:14-20 

YOU ARE INVITED!  



 

as a lack of simplicity.  
I want to love God,  

but also make a career... 
I want to be a Saint, but also enjoy the 

sensations of the sinner.  
No wonder that living becomes a  

tiring enterprise... 
I have a very divided loyalty. 

           
     Wlyohwz Oluy¡ Kh}pk [ovylh|.z
hk}pjl {v ½Zptwspm¡555¾ pz {ol huz~ly¸
or at least part of it.  For me, when 
{opunz nl{ yv|no huk P mlls P jhu.{ nl{ h
handle on the tempests raging about 
me, I try to simplify.  I begin to 
prioritize, forcing my mind to think of 
what is most important. 
     Jesus gave us some words that can 
help us as we try to make sense of the 
swirling puzzles that surround us:  
" T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o n e 
[commandment]," answered Jesus [to 
{ol {lhjoly.z x|lz{pvud3 )pz {opzA ´Olhy3
O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one.   (30) Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.'   (31) The second is 
this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 
There is no commandment greater than 
these."  (Mark 12:29-31 NIV)   
     Meister Eckhart, in response to the 
question of how to lead a good, fulfilling 
life, once said to do what the person 
does who wants to draw a perfect 
circle.  First, one must fix the center 
point of the compass.  ½Vus¡ {olu3¾ zhpk
Ljrohy{3 ½~pss ol il hisl {v kyh~ h
wlymlj{ jpyjsl5¾  [oh{.z v|y {hzr5  God 
must be the center around which 
everything else revolves. 
                         Blessings, Pastor Bob 

REFLECTIONS 

(Continued from Page 9)   

Commission.  So, we are going to begin 

looking outward more intentionally.  

     I s  l ook ing ou tward  easy?  

Sometimes, yes; other times, not so 

much so!  Please attend Pastor Bob's 

Practical Evangelism course which will 

help give us the skills to reach out 

more easily.  As we spend time 

preparing ourselves and reaching out 

more, we will reap the many rewards 

God gives his children.  You can be a 

part of our new Reaching Out ministry 

even if you are homebound, as part of 

any ministry is the prayer that 

supports it.   

     Be a part of the action----come to all  

the activities you can, bring a friend  

and keep your church family in prayer.  

Remember, all we do is for the glory of 

God!  Amen!  

 

                    - Cindy Lexow 

P.S ~ Come celebrate on Sunday, 

February 1st, as we "officially" set 

ourselves on this new course.  

 
 

 

 

NEED A RIDE? 
If you would like a ride to church on 

Sunday, please call the church office at 

342-1582 by noon on Friday. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

(PUT IN AGAIN IN EARLY JUNE) 
 

Volunteers Needed for General  
Assembly Mission Projects 

     From preparing the meals that will 
be distributed to the poor by 50 non-
profit agencies to planting shrubbery 
and mowing lawns, the 2009 
Indianapolis General Assembly will 
offer ample opportunities for Disciples 
who want to share their witness 
through mission.  The Office of 
Disciples Volunteering of Disciples 
Home Missions is planning mission 
projects in Indianapolis starting as a 
pre-event from Sunday, July 26 
through Wednesday, July 29.  During 
General Assembly, work projects are 
planned for the afternoons of Thursday, 
July 30; Friday, July 31; and Saturday, 
August 1. 
     The projects will include working 
with a food recovery agency, at 
residences for former prisoners 
transitioning back into society, various 
homeless shelters, and a collaborative 
blitz event to spruce up economically 
depressed areas of the city.  For more 
details, contact Brenda Tyler in the 
Office of Disciples Volunteering at 317-
713-2642 or toll free 888-346-2631 or 
btyler@dhm.disciples.org or visit the 
2009 General Assembly web site.  Click 
vu {ol ½Tpzzpvu Vwwvy{|up{plz¾ spur5 
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VWWVY[\UP[PLZ [V ZLY]L ¦ WHU[Y`3 ZVZ3 JHZH3 TLU.Z

SHELTER, CROP WALK, HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, SERVICE 

ORIENTED COMMUNITY EVENTS &  NEED A RIDE 

Your annual giving 

statements are now 

available on the table 

outside the Church 

Office.  If you need 

yours mailed to you, call the church office at 

(620) 342-1582 and let me know!  ~ Christy  

 

 

½Jlsliyh{pun {ol

Jhylnp}ly¾ 
Gentle Talk for Tough Times 

 

First Christian Church is 

pleased to offer this workshop 

to all caregivers.  Being a caregiver can be 

demanding, difficult and overwhelming at 

times.  Come and share in this workshop 

~olyl ¡v|.ss slhyu zvtl ~h¡z {v olsw slzzlu

the stress! 

Saturday, February 7th, 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

First Christian Church, 202 E. 12th 

Avenue, Emporia 

$15 donation suggested 

Pre-register BEFORE February 4th by 

calling the church office , 342-1582 from 

8 a.m. to Noon 

Free child care available with advance 

registration 

Speakers:  Hal Lewis, M.Div., M.A. of 

Psychotherapy and Faith 

Cindy Lexow, M.S., Licensed Clinical 

Psychotherapist 

Packet of resource materials included in 

donation 

     In my way of thinking, there is no 
question that we are living in exciting 
times.  This does not mean that these 
are especially good times, or bad 
times.  It just means that there is a lot 
going on, so much, in fact, that it is 
difficult to keep track of it all.  We are 
bombarded with information on lots of 
events taking place all over the 
world.  There are international and 
national happenings, local concerns, 
and matters that are more personal 
and related to our individual lives and 
interests.  If you think about the 
events and concerns you know about, 
you can come up with quite a list in 
just a few minutes. 
     ^l oh}l sv{z {v {opur hiv|{3 kvu.{
we?  Some say information is 
empowering, yet, in my experience, too 
much information, and too much to 
c o n s i d e r  i s  a n y t h i n g  b u t 
empowering.  P{.z tvyl sprl
bewildering and depressing.  What are 
we to do when there is too much 
information and it all seems bad?  
Sometimes I find myself identifying 
with the late priest and author Henri 
Uv|~lu3 pu ½[ol Nlulzll Kphy¡¾A 
 

Reflecting on my...work,  
I realize more and more 
[oh{ p{ shjrlk |up{¡º 

Now I see that I was all mixed up,  
that I had fragmented my life into 
many sections that did not really  

mvyt h |up{¡º 
My fears and the resulting fatigue 

over the last three years 
might well be diagnosed as a lack of 

singlemindedness, 
As a lack of one-eyedness,  

 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 



 

 

 
LOCALLY 
Brandon Ayers,  Earl 
B a s t i n ,  B e t t y 
Bowman,  Norman 
Brady, Vernon H. 
Buck, Doris Douglas, 
Fran Grisell, Jason 
Hart, Dr. Charles & 
Nad ine  Hopper , 
N a d i n e  L e x o w , 
M a r j o r i e  R o s e , 
Mildred Steeves, 
Elizabeth Wells, Don 
White 

 

NATIONALLY & GLOBALLY... 
     Pray for those defending our nation: 
missionaries; and victims of war, hunger,  
disease and natural disasters.  Pray for 
those suffering and in need around the 
world!  Also, pray for our city and county 
leaders.   
 

MYVT [OL ZHS]H[PVU HYT`º 
Dear Church Members: 
     How wonderful your dedication to 
assisting those in our community who are 
in need.  Many families are assisted 
throughout the year with food, utilities, 
rent, clothing and other needs.   
     We acknowledge with appreciation your 
recent gift of $335.92.  We are honored 
that you have again trusted and supported 
us in our ministry to assist these people.  
     We appreciate you and wish you and 
¡v|yz Nvk.z islzzpunzº 
           Sincerely, Captain Jeremiah Burris 
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IN THE HOSPITAL 
Pm ¡v| hyl h ½mypluk pu {ol ovzwp{hs¾ huk
would like a visit or to be on our prayer list, 
call the church office and let us know!  Also, 
if you do NOT want your name published in 
our church newsletter, but would like to be 
remembered in prayer, let us know that too! 

 
 

  BABY SHOWER! 
 
 

Who: Traeger Kasodi Garnett 
        (son of Royal & Ashley Garnett) 
When:     Saturday, January 31, 2009  
      from 2-4 p.m. 
Where:     First Christian Church Parlor 
 
You are invited to bless this new little one 
huk opz whylu{z ~p{o h ½zov~ly¾ vm ullklk
p{ltz5 [opz pz h ½jvtl huk nv¾ zov~ly zv
come join the fun and meet Traeger! 
 
Any diapers, clothing, blankets (did we 
mention diapers?) in the 3-6 months and up 
category would be appreciated!  Traeger was 
born on December 30, 2008 and currently 
weighs about 9lbs.  
 

THANK YOU 
Dear Christian Friends, I want to thank all of 
you for the prayers, cards & calls while I was 
in the hospital. 
     A special thanks to Pastor Bob for calling 
on me while I was in the hospital in Topeka 
hz ~lss hz pu Ul~thu.z5 Opz wyh¡lyz ~lyl h
real comfort to me. 
     Also, thanks to the DWF ladies for the 
Christmas cookies.  They were a treat since I 
kpku.{ nl{ {v kv hu¡ ihrpun {opz ¡lhy5 
                                 Love, Mildred Steeves 
 

 
ATTENDANCE & GIVING 

 

Attendance 
 

January 18, 2009 
SS - 35 / Worship - 107 

 
January 25, 2009 

SS - 34 / Worship - 82 
 
 

Stewardship Report 
 

January 18, 2009 
Offering - $ 1623.50 
Capital - $ 278.00 

 
January 25, 2009 

Offering - $ 1,706.50 
Capital - $ 2,239.38 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
½Mvy {ol lhy{o 
pz {ol Svyk.z 

huk {ol m|sulzz {olylvm5¾ 
~ I Corinthians 10:26  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday thru Thursday 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
Friday 

8 a.m. to Noon 

 
 

WHZ[VY.Z OV\YZ HUK 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays are 
by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

620-757-6298 (Cell) 

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free in KC) 

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

NEW PRAYER CIRCLE 

STARTED 
A new Prayer Circle is 
meeting at noon, every 

Thursday in the  parlor of the 
church.  You are invited to join the 
prayer circle as we pray for our world, 
nation, community, church and each 
other.  

 

 

 

 

AMONG THE MEMBERS 

THANK YOU NOTES, ANNIVERSARY/WEDDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER LIST W/DISCLAIMER, 

DEATHS/SYMPATHIES, MEMBER NEWS, NEW MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT W/PICTURE, ADDRESS CHANGES 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DATES 

O u r  p r a y e r /

concerns/joy list 

continues to grow 

svunly5 Kvu.{

forget to call the 

office if a name 

can be removed.  

Your cooperation 

will be greatly 

appreciated. 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com


 

     Welcome to 2009!  

Desp i te  a l l  the 

technology at our 

disposal, meaning and 

value still come from 

our personal & faith relationships.  For 

many, the New Year is an appropriate 

time to evaluate, reassess, make plans for 

the future, and define priorities.  My 

prayer is that in 2009 you will deepen & 

strengthen your important relationships. 

     LeRoy Garnett gave the message on 

January 11, challenging us to pray the 

Prayer of Jabez daily, through the 1st 

week of February. Once for ourselves, and 

again for our church family.  He shared 

that praying for bounty & growth so that 

Nvk.z ~pss th¡ il kvul pz uv{ zlsm-serving.  

Rev. Hal Lewis is currently offering a 3-

week study of the prophets on Wednesday 

nights.  On January 28
th
, Pastor Bob will 

begin an 8-week evangelism study. 

     Rev. Lewis and I will be presenting a 

workshop on February 7
th
, entitled, 

½Jlsliyh{pun {ol Jhylnp}lyA Nlu{sl [hsr

hiv|{ [v|no [ptlz¾5 Thu¡ pu v|y jo|yjo

are, or have been, caregivers.  This is 

open to the public.  Rev. Lewis will 

discuss issues caregivers face, using the 

story of Ruth as illustration.  I will 

discuss some mental health aspects of 

being a caregiver, and will share ideas for 

maintaining mental wellness while 

dealing with stressors.    

     The Boy Scout Pancake Feed will be 

the same day---so, you can have pancakes  

before or after the workshop, or both! 
      

 

 
 
 

 
SECRET PLACE DEVOTIONALS 
Secret Place Devotionals are available in 
the church office for $1 donation.  See 
tl pm ¡v|.k sprl h jvw¡5 
            ~ Christy 
 

 

A SPECIAL INVITATION  
is extended to everyone to be in Church 

Sunday morning, February 1, 2009 to 

join together for worship and for the 

Celebration of the New Beginnings 

recommendation and Plan of Action.  

(See attached insert)  At the dinner 

following  worship, there will be time for 

dialogue.  The donations for the dinner 

will go to the Capital Campaign fund.  

This is a time for Celebration! 

                                  ~ Marie Harding 

 

 

WNPT NEWS 
Starting Wednesday, January 28, WNPT 

will be sponsoring a workshop on 

Practical Evangelism that will last for 

about 8 weeks.  This is a course for 

every Christian seeking to fulfill the 

Great Commission.  A light meal begins 

at 6:00 pm and the workshop begins at 

6:30 pm. 

1ST NEWSLETTER OF MONTH 

KS. REGIONAL / NATIONAL CHURCH NEWS 
IST NEWS OF JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER PUT 

DISCIPLE WORLD MAGAZINE BLURB (SEE BOTTOM) 

2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 

MUSINGS FROM THE MODERATOR 
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     We are blessed that Carol Rohling 

has agreed to serve the remainder of 

Nhps Jvi|yu.z lskly {lyt5 Zol.z {ol

teacher of the Discovery Sunday School 

class. 

     Carol Rhoades is our new church 

reporter.  Working on making our 

newsletter more professional, we thank 

all who have spent time on the task.  

^l svvr mvy~hyk {v Jhyvs.z

contributions.  If YOU are the person 

she calls for an interview, please let 

her tell your story! 

     We all want to see our church 

survive & thrive & as moderator, I am 

thrilled with the suggestions for action 

coming from the New Beginnings 

Leadership Team.  Please prayerfully 

ylhk {ol ½Ul~ Ilnpuupunz¾ puzly{

included in this newsletter.  We make 

decisions about our priorities on a daily 

ihzpz huk p{.z {y|l {oh{ UV[ {hrpun

action is also a decision. Our 

congregation has become keenly aware 

of the importance of intentional, 

faithful decision making going through 

the New Beginnings process.  

     Our church has many wonderful 

aspects, however, we have become 

f o c u s e d  o n  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f 

ourselves.  We WILL continue to 

minister to one another, but we also 

must move forward.  If the early 

Christians had become inward-focused, 

(taking care of self), they would not 

have been fulfilling the Great  

                            (Continued Page 11) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
We care about you!  If you or anyone you 

know would like to be added to our 

existing DWF prayer chain, please call 

Jeanice Miller at  343-9592 or Luella 

Hush at 342-2493. 

 

 

KDW THANK YOU 
     The Spirit Fest planning team is most 

appreciative of your kind hospitality 

January 10th for our meeting.  Your 

facility has become a welcome haven for 

many of our meetings. 

     We thank you for the warm welcome 

as we work to His service for the 

ministry for the women of Kansas. 

 Blessings,  

 Barb Runge, KDW Coordinator 

 

  

THANKS 
Many thanks to Vicky Allen, who, in 

memory of her mother Mrs. June 

Meyers, who went to be with the Lord 

November 13, 2008, has purchased 

professionally printed bulletins for Lent, 

Maundy Thursday, Palm Sunday, Easter, 

Wlu{ljvz{ huk Tv{oly.z Kh¡5  

                            ~ Pastor Bob 

OF INTEREST TO WOMEN MUSINGS FROM THE MODERATOR 

1ST & 2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 
DWF NEWS, LIBRARY, PRAYER CHAIN 


