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WNPT (Wednesday Night Prime Time) 

Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
Study at 6:30 p.m. 

[oltlA ½[ol Wyvwol{z¾ /slk i¡ Yl}5 Ohs Sl~pz0 
 
 

Obama Names Sharon Watkins to Lead Prayer Service 
(see pages 9 & 11) 

 
 

Photos of recent events! 
(see pages 4 & 7) 

 

 

 

 

½[ol tpzzpvu vm Mpyz{ Joypz{phu Jo|yjo pz {v puzwpyl lhjo v{oly 

to reach out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our  

jvtt|up{¡ i¡ wyvjshptpun {ol Nvzwls vm Qlz|z Joypz{5¾ 

 
 

1 

Weekly Bible 
Readings 

 
Jan. 4-10 

Jer. 31:7-14 
Eph. 1:3-14 

Jn. 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 

Jan. 11-17 
Gen. 1:1-5 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mk. 1:4-11 

 
Jan. 18-24 

I Sam. 3:1-10, (11-20) 
I Cor. 6:16-20 
Jn. 1:43-51 

YOU ARE INVITED!  



 

r e s u l t  o f  y o u r  C h r i s t i a n 

compassion.  Because of you, chickens, 

rabbits, tools, seeds, pigs, goats, bees, 

blankets, food and other needed items 

were donated to those who need them 

most.  Christmas means so much, but if 

it means anything it is that as God has 

given good gifts to us, so we should give 

good gifts to others.  Adequate words to 

express my joy and thankfulness to you 

q|z{ kvu.{ zllt {v jvtl5  I thank you 

with every fiber of my being. 

     I look forward to this new yeaŗ

and I hope you do to.  How this year 

will evolve is yet to be seen, yet we 

know that it can be filled with the truly 

good and meaningful things of lifȩ

depending on you and me and how we 

ylzwvuk {v Nvk.z jhss5 

 

Blessings, Pastor Bob 

 

REFLECTIONS 

Volunteers Needed for General  
Assembly Mission Projects 

     From preparing the meals that will 
be distributed to the poor by 50 non-
profit agencies to planting shrubbery 
and mowing lawns, the 2009 
Indianapolis General Assembly will 
offer ample opportunities for Disciples 
who want to share their witness 
through mission.  The Office of 
Disciples Volunteering of Disciples 
Home Missions is planning mission 
projects in Indianapolis starting as a 
pre-event from Sunday, July 26 
through Wednesday, July 29.  During 
General Assembly, work projects are 
planned for the afternoons of Thursday, 
July 30; Friday, July 31; and Saturday, 
August 1. 
     The projects will include working 
with a food recovery agency, at 
residences for former prisoners 
transitioning back into society, various 
homeless shelters, and a collaborative 
blitz event to spruce up economically 
depressed areas of the city.  For more 
details, contact Brenda Tyler in the 
Office of Disciples Volunteering at 317-
713-2642 or toll free 888-346-2631 or 
btyler@dhm.disciples.org or visit the 
2009 General Assembly web site.  Click 
vu {ol ½Tpzzpvu Vwwvy{|up{plz¾ spur5 

 
 

NEED A RIDE? 
If you would like a ride to church on 

Sunday, please call the church office at 

342-1582 by noon on Friday. 
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VWWVY[\UP[PLZ [V ZLY]L ¦ WHU[Y`3 ZVZ3 JHZH3 TLU.Z

SHELTER, CROP WALK, HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, SERVICE 

ORIENTED COMMUNITY EVENTS &  NEED A RIDE 

(Continued from page 9) 
 
Watkins was not an attempt to mollify critics 
vm Ty5 Vihth.z kljpzpvu {v oh}l {ol Yl}5Rick 
Warren give the invocation at the 
inauguration. The choice of Mr. Warren, a 
prominent evangelical pastor from California 
who opposes same-sex marriage, caused an 
|wyvhy htvun zvtl vm Ty5 Vihth.z
supporters. 
     ½Zol ~hz jovzlu ilmvyl {ol puh|n|yhs
wyvnyht ~hz l}lu huuv|ujlk3¾ Tz5 Kv|nshzz
zhpk vm Tz5 ^h{rpuz5 ½Oly hwwlhs pz {oh{ zol
delivers a message of unity and inclusivity 
and tolerance and hope ̧ and those are all 
jlu{yhs {oltlz ~l.}l olhyk myvt {ol 
president-lslj{5¾ 
       Ms. Watkins has spoken out against 
torture and the war in Iraq , but as church 
president she has not taken a position on 
same-sex marriage. Like many mainline 
Protestant churches, the Disciples is not 
unified on the issue. As a congregational 
church, each church in the denomination is 
f ree  to  se t  i ts  own pol ic ies . 
     ½^l ylhss¡ ltwohzp¢l {ol ylzwvuzpipsp{¡ hz
well as the freedom of individuals within the 
church to study Scripture to prayerfully 
w|yz|l {olpy v~u zwpyp{|hs qv|yul¡3¾ Tz5
^h{rpuz zhpk5 ½[oh{ tlhuz ~l luk |w ilpun
incredibly diverse politically, theologically and 
socially...Coming out of that context, the kind 
of message I want to reflect on is the deeper 
|up{¡ ~l oh}l hz h o|thu mhtps¡3¾ zol zhpk vm
the sermon she planned to deliver at the  
National Cathedral. 
     The sermon will be 10 to 15 minutes and 
will not be vetted by the Obama team, Ms. 
Watkins said. She added that she would 
preach in a way that was authentic to her 
Christian tradition but did not exclude people  
of other faiths. 
       The service is traditionally attended by 
the president and vice president; members of 
the Supreme Court, Congress and the 
diplomatic corps; and a host of clergy 
members and dignitaries. 

 

 

     Joypz{thz huk Ul~ `lhy.z Kh¡ ohz

come and gone, as well as Bowl Games 

and parades.  We settle down now to a 

cold winter to anticipate Spring.  Yet, 

like the grass seeds I planted last fall, 

the seeds of faith, hope, joy and love 

have been planted in each of us.  I 

pray that each of you will nourish 

those seeds with the message of 

Christmas, the fertilizer of Epiphany, 

the meaning of Lent and the Sonshine 

of Easter.  

     I also urge you to pray daily for 

your Church.  I ask you to pray for the 

leadership of your church, your 

pastor ,  min is try teams, and 

memberş and most of all, that the 

mission of our church would be 

revealed and our members empowered 

to fulfill that mission.  Along with 

LeRoy Garnett, I urge you to pray in 

the spirit of the prayer of Jabez, found 

in I Chronicles 4:10. 

     I want to take this opportunity to 

{ohur v|y jo|yjo.z K^M huk ¡v|3 {ol

church, for generously remembering 

me with gifts this Christmas.  Your 

kindness and thoughtfulness is much 

appreciated. 

     I especially want to thank my 

immediate family and some of my 

church Family for giving monetary 

gifts in my name to Church World 

Service and the H. Dale Buck 

Foundation.  It was an incredibly 

profound feeling to know that others, 

much less fortunate, were helped as a  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/rick_warren/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/rick_warren/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/s/same_sex_marriage/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/s/supreme_court/index.html?inline=nyt-org


 

 

 

 

LOCALLY 
Brandon Ayers,  Bill 

Bowles, Vernon H. 

Buck, Doris Douglas, 

Fran Grisell, Jason 

Hart, Dr. Charles & 

Nad ine  H opper , 

N a d i n e  L e x o w , 

Mildred Steeves, 

Elizabeth Wells, Don 

White 

 

NATIONALLY & GLOBALLY... 
     Pray for those defending our nation: 

missionaries; and victims of war, hunger,  

disease and natural disasters.  Pray for 

those suffering and in need around the 

world!  Also, pray for our city and county 

leaders.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Royal & Ashlee Garnett, on 

{ol ipy{o vm ½[yhlnly

Rhzvkp Nhyul{{¾ vu

December 30, 2008.  The 

proud grandparents are LeRoy & Karen 

Garnett.  Welcome Traeger! 

 

HszvºCONGRATULATIONS to Karen 

Garnett on her retirement from 

Muckenthaler, Inc.! 
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IN THE HOSPITAL 
Pm ¡v| hyl h ½mypluk pu {ol ovzwp{hs¾ huk
would like a visit or to be on our prayer list, 
call the church office and let us know!  Also, 
if you do NOT want your name published in 
our church newsletter, but would like to be 
remembered in prayer, let us know that too! 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
Pastor Bob, Bennett and I 
~v|sk sprl {v zh¡ ½{ohurz¾ {v
the good people of First 
Christian and the DWF for 
y o u r  k i n d n e s s  i n 
remember ing us  th is 
Christmas.  Your gifts were 
greatly appreciated!  

                                                   ~ Christy  
 
 

FROM CHURCH WORLD SERVICE... 
Dear Pastor Colerick, 
Please thank your congregation for their gift 
vm +;??577 klzpnuh{lk mvy ½Jo|yjo ^vysk
Zly}pjl Ilz{ Npm{z¾5 [opz wyvnyht pz zv
important in helping people make a better life 
for themselves.  Providing families with the 
proper tools can enhance their lives.  With a 
little help from us, through you, they can 
build a future for themselves and their 
community.  Your support of Church World 
Service Programs make it possible for us to 
make a difference in the lives of refugees, 
displaced people, and victims of natural 
disasters worldwide. 
                                    Peace, Connie Tilton 

 

 

 
ATTENDANCE & GIVING 

 

Attendance 
 

December 21, 2008 
SS - 24 / Worship - 85  

 
December 24, 2008 

Worship - 108 
 

December 28, 2008 
SS - 27 / Worship - 66 

 
January 4, 2009 

SS - 28 / Worship - 87 
 

January 11, 2009 
SS - 35 / Worship - 98 

 
 

Stewardship Report 
 

December 21, 2008 
Offering - $ 2,798.50 

Capital - $ 215.50 
 

December 28, 2008 
Offering - $ 3,553.50 
Capital - $ 1,942.45 

 
January 4, 2009 

Offering - $ 2,766.00 
Capital - $ 1,135.50 

 
January 11, 2009 

Offering - $ 2,025.50 
Capital - $ 460.00 

 
 

WHZ[VY.Z OV\YZ HUK 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays are 
by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

620-757-6298 (Cell) 

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free in KC) 

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday thru Thursday 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
Friday 

8 a.m. to Noon 
 
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

 
The Pastoral Relations Committee 
(PRC) is a communication link between 
the church congregation and the 
Pastor to serve the Lord effectively.  If 
¡v| oh}l ½wyhpzlz¾ vy ½jvujlyuz¾
about your Pastor, please feel free to 
contact one of following people  
on the committee: 

 
LeRoy Garnett ~ 342-4585 
Dean Grisell ~ 342-8341 
Kathy Harris ~ 342-5350 

David Meierhoff ~ 342-2197 
Bea Stine ~ 620-412-2198 

 
 
 
 
 

AMONG THE MEMBERS 

THANK YOU NOTES, ANNIVERSARY/WEDDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER LIST W/DISCLAIMER, 

DEATHS/SYMPATHIES, MEMBER NEWS, NEW MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHT W/PICTURE, ADDRESS CHANGES 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DATES 

O u r  p r a y e r /

concerns/joy list 

continues to grow 

svunly5 Kvu.{

forget to call the 

office if a name 

can be removed.  

Your cooperation 

will be greatly 

appreciated. 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com


 

...Steve Martin, Associate 
Regional Minister, and his 
family, as his father, 
Floyd, enters new life in 
heaven.  Mr. Floyd Martin 

passed away on December 27, 2008.  
Cards may be sent to 3115 SW 19th 
Street, Topeka, KS  66604.   
 
 
BEST WISHES TO... 
Our prayers and best wishes go to Janie 
Jones, wife of Paxton Jones, Regional 
Minister, who started the new year off 
with a broken ankle.  Cards may be sent 
to Janie in care of the Regional Office at 
2914 SW MacVicar, Topeka, KS  66611. 
 
 
CLUSTER EVENT 
     As we pray for our church and seek 
ways to fulfill our mission, there is an 
event coming up soon that you might 
~hu{ {v h{{luk5 ½Olhy{shuk Js|z{ly
Jvunylnh{pvuhs [yhuzmvyth{pvu L}lu{¾
will be March 6th & 7th at the Ramada, 
St. Joseph, Missouri.  The purpose of the 
event is to gain resources and insight for 
the unique journey of every church which 
i s  f ue led  by  congrega t iona l 
transformation.  The Keynote Speaker 
will be Sally Morgenthaler, best know for 
oly ivvr3 ½^vyzopw L}hunlspzt5¾
Morgenthaler is a well-known, respected 
and highly-motivating speaker.   
     Jo|yjo ½{lhtz¾ hyl |ynlk {v h{{luk5
Attendees will listen and learn from 
speakers and other leaders in an effort to 
get on the path of being more faithful and 
effective in their churches.  After the 
event, the leaders will provide continued 
coaching for the attending churches for a 
year.  The cost is $100 each or $80 each 
for 3 or more from one church -- only 
through January 31, 2009.  I will be 
attending this event.                      
                                         ~ Pastor Bob 

 
 
 
 

½Mvy {ol lhy{o 
pz {ol Svyk.z 

huk {ol m|sulzz {olylvm5¾ 
~ I Corinthians 10:26  

 

NEW BEGINNINGS UPDATE... 

As you are aware, we had an additional 

meeting on November 19, 2008 to which 

all cottage meeting attendees were 

invited and encouraged to attend. We 

had good participation and met as a 

large group, as well as in our original 

small cottage groups. The New 

Beginnings Leadership team took a 

break over the holidays but have met 

recently to again look at potential 

directions to recommend for our New 

Beginning. We are meeting with Paxton 

Jones Monday evening, January 12, 

2009.  After that, we will meet and plan  

and come up with a recommendation as 

soon as possible.  

Your New Beginnings Leadership Team 
members: Jaylene Arnett, LeRoy 
Garnett, Marie Harding, John Lexow, 
Fred and Jean Mi l ler , Robert 
Wells, Pastor Bob, Cindy Lexow and 
Janelle Norton 

 
 

1ST NEWSLETTER OF MONTH 

KS. REGIONAL / NATIONAL CHURCH NEWS 
IST NEWS OF JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER PUT 

DISCIPLE WORLD MAGAZINE BLURB (SEE BOTTOM) 

2ND NEWSLETTERS OF MONTH 

MUSINGS FROM THE MODERATOR 

4 9 

OBAMA NAMES MINISTER TO LEAD 
PRAYER SERVICE by Laurie Goodstein 

Published: January 10, 2009 
in the New York Times 

     President-elect Barack Obama has 
selected the Rev. Sharon E. Watkins to 
deliver the sermon at the national 
prayer service that is held the day 
a f t e r  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n . 
     Ms. Watkins, the first woman ever 
selected to lead the service, is the 
president and general minister of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
a small, liberal-leaning Protestant 
d e n o m i n a t i o n  w i t h  3 , 7 5 4 
congregations and about 690,000 
members in the United States and 
Canada . Ms. Watkins was elected to 
the post in 2005, the first woman ever 
chosen to lead a mainline Protestant 
denomination.  But Ms. Watkins is not 
w e l l  k n o w n  n a t i o n a l l y .  
She came to the attention of Mr. 
Obama at a meeting he held during the 
campaign last summer to introduce 
himself  to a poli t ical ly and 
theologically diverse group of 
ministers. At that closed-door meeting, 
some of the conservative ministers 
bluntly questioned Mr. Obama on 
certain issues. Ms. Watkins was asked 
to give the c los ing prayer. 
     ½Zohyvu ~hz hisl {v jvujs|kl pu h
~h¡ {oh{ {plk l}ly¡vul {vnl{oly3¾ zhpk
the Rev. Joshua DuBois, director of 
religious affairs for the Presidential 
Inaugural Committee, who was at the 
tll{pun5 ½P{ slm{ mvsrz vu h i|v¡hu{
note, with a degree of hope and 
optimism that we could find some 
jvttvu nyv|uk5¾ [ol wyh¡ly zly}pjl
will be held on Jan. 21 at the 
Washington National Cathedral. 
     Linda Douglass, the chief 
spokeswoman for the inaugural 
committee, said the choice of Ms.  
                                 (continued on page 11) 
 
                       

 
 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Kpzjpwsl.z ^vtlu.z

Fellowship Christmas 

d i n n e r  a t  t h e 

American Legion on 

December 10, 2008.   

~ Photo by Imegene 

Marsh 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
We care about you!  If you or anyone you 

know would like to be added to our 

existing DWF prayer chain, please call 

Jeanice Miller at  343-9592 or Luella 

Hush at 342-2493. 

 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
Our library contains a 

wealth of information and 

entertainment for men, women, and 

jopskylu vm hss hnlz5 Pm ¡v| oh}lu.{ |zlk

this valuable resource lately, stop in 

soon.  You can browse at your leisure; 

but if you are looking for something 

specific, our librarians, Bernice Rider, 

Luella Hush, Jeanice Miller and Jan 

J o n e s  a r e  h a p p y  t o  a s s i s t .                                           

                             ~ Jean Miller 
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http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack_obama/index.html?inline=nyt-per

