
 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

202 E. 12
th
 Avenue / Emporia, KS 66801 

(620) 342-1582 (Office) / (620) 342-8585 (Fax) 

www.fccemporia.org (NEW!) 

  

NewsletterNewsletter  
 

The First Christian Church Newsletter is  
published bi-monthly (except for December).  

Please e-mail any information for the   
newsletter to me at ttllpit@yahoo.com.   

The following two Mondays are the  
deadlines for the next newsletters: 

August 25th & September 8th  

~ Pastor Bob  
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Whz{vy.z Ov|yz - Jvu{hj{ Pumv 
M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m.  

Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) / 620-757-6298 (Cell)  

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free¹Bob, KC)  

944 Whittier-Emporia / E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

Reflections...  
Many thanks to SO many who worked SO hard to a make our second  

Ù?fdüBsbkq)Úüqebü@^is^ovüB`elbpü@lk`boq)ü^üdob^qüpr``bpp+üüJ^kvüqe^khp     
 
       As most of you know, I have been preaching a sermon series on becoming 
Spiritual Champions the last few weeks as we learn more and witness the spectacle 
of the 28th Olympiad in Beijing, China.  Preparations for the event, once at a 
frenzied pace, are now over, and the games have begun.  
       Few of us will ever have the chance to wear an Olympic Gold Medal, but each 
of us does have race to run.  Our òeventó is the òrunningó of our lives ~ living our 

lives the best that we can.  For the Christian, that probably means something like doing our best, 
with Godõs help, to serve and love others in the Name of Jesus Christ, and honoring God in doing so.  
Focusing on our example, Jesus, is the way we do that.  We focus on Jesus when we learn about 
Him, pray to Him, praise Him and try with all our abilities to serve Him.  We receive our òGold 
Medaló when we stand before Him (as we all surely will) and heart Him say to us òWell done, good 
and faithful servant.ó 
       What we need to do now is focus on Jesus and strive to do what He leads us to do in and 
through our lives.  What do you think it would feel like to win a gold medal?  What do you think it 
would feel like to win seven?  In the 1972 games in Munich, American swimmer, Mark Spitz did 
just that.  In his first event he won the 200 -meter butterfly.  A few hours later he swam the anchor 
leg in the 4x100 -meter freestyle relay.  In the next three days he took gold medals in the 200 -meter 
freestyle and the 100 -meter butterfly as well as anchoring the 4x200 -meter relay.  Understandably, 
he was getting tired.  His next event was to be the 100 -meter freestyle, 
and he asked the coach to pull him out of the event so he could be fresh 
for the final medley relay.  One of his teammates had actually recorded 
a faster time coming into the Olympics.  His coach told him that if he 
didnõt compete in the 100 he would be out of the relay and people would 
say he was a òchickenó for not facing his rival.  So he swam, beating his 
rival by several feet and setting a world record.  In fact, in addition to 
winning 7 goal medals at Munich, he also set 7 world records in the 
process!  Understandably, he was dubbed òThe Golden Boyó and later 
even received the Sullivan Award as the outstanding male athlete of the 
year.   
       The apostle Paul once wrote, ½I|{ vul {opun P kvA Mvynl{{pun ~oh{ pz ilopuk
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
~opjo Nvk ohz jhsslk tl olh}lu~hyk pu Joypz{ Qlz|z5¾ /Wopspwwphuz :A8:-14).   
        

You might ask yourself òWhat is the goal toward  
which you are pressing in your life?ó 

                                      Blessings,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ttllpit@yahoo.com?subject=Information%20for%20Newsletter
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2008 Regional Assembly 

 

October 17-18, 2008 

Manhattan Clarion Hotel  

 

Registration forms and 

information available at kansasdisciples.org 

 

TOP TEN REASONS TO ATTEND  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

10. Room Service 

9. Experience Manhattan on an òaway 

gameó day 

8. Cake with Paxton! 

7. Sure beats cleaning house on Saturday 

6. You might see your picture on the wall 

(and that would be a good thing!)  

5. Invite a friend and share the room 

expense 

4. You merely need to show up to receive 

a blessing. 

3. Learn everything you ever wanted to 

know about Labyrinths 

2. Participate in moving worship services 

1. Itõs how we stay connected. 

DONõT MISS IT!  

If you would like 
a ride to church on 
Sunday, please call 
the church office at 
342-1582 by Noon 

on Friday. 

UPCOMING SERVERS 

August 17, 2008 
Candlelighters - Briana Becker 
Jopskylu.z Tlzzhnl - Tim Norton 

Diaconate - Karen Garnett, Alan Richardson, 
Betty Richardson, George Arnett, Becky Lauxman, 

Larry Gamblian 
Elder - Fred Miller 

Greeters - (N) Carl & Rita Headrick 
(S) Alberta Brinkman & Norma Leonard 

Nursery - Betty Richardson / Organist - Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader - Jean Miller 

 

August 24, 2008 
Candlelighters - Allyson Lauxman 
Jopskylu.z Tlzzhnl - Judy Moore 

Diaconate - Richard Becker, Carl Headrick, Rita Headrick, 
Debbie Peck, Glenn Boyce, Nancy LeClear 

Elder - Janet Wells 
Greeters - (N) Tim & Janelle Norton 
(S) Curtis Rhoades & Ann McNeese 

Nursery - Barb Gimple / Organist - Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader - Fred Miller 

 

August 31, 2008 
Candlelighters - Emily & Morgan Lauxman 
Jopskylu.z Tlzzhnl - Sandy Heller 

Diaconate - Tim Norton, Larry Breshears, Joyce Cress, 
Bonnie Denson, George Ford, Dean Grissel 

Elder - John Lexow 
Greeters - (N) Glenn & Dorothy Boyce 

(S) Leta Moore & Joan Shumate 
Nursery - Janelle Norotn / Organist - Sandy Heller 

Worship Leader - Dianna Lewis 

Ù@>IS>OVüB@ELBPÚü
CONCERT & ICE CREAM 

sOCIAL 
A GREAT SUCCESS!! 

 
Thank you to everyone that helped  

to make this event successful.  
We hosted 150 people and enjoyed a terrific 

concert with good music and inspiring 
Christian testimonies.  It was truly a 

shining spotlight in the life of our church!  
~ Evangelism Team Ministry 



 

Volume 57̧ No. 15 August 11, 2008 Page 3 

World Elder Abuse Awareness 
½T¡ ^vysk555`v|y ^vysk555V|y ^vyskº 

Free of Elder Abuse 
 
     Throughout the world, abuse and neglect 
of older persons is largely under recognized 
vy pz {ylh{lk hz hu |uzwvrlu wyvislt5 [oh{.z

why the International Network for the Prevention of Elder 
Abuse launched World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, was 
observed on June 15, 2008. 
     The National Clearninghouse on Abuse in Later Life offers 
these tips on what to look for: 

Injuries, marks or bruises that do not match what the 
victim or suspected abuser says happened. 
Withdrawal or fear when around the suspected abuser. 
Different actions or unusual behaviors, such as acting 
fearful, rocking or being aggressive. 
Substandard care or not paying bills despite having enough 
money. 
Unsafe or filthy conditions. 

What to do if you suspect abuse?  Report the abuse to proper 
authorities.  You can remain anonymous. 
For abuse in an adult care home:  1-800-842-0078 
For abuse in the home or community:  1-800-922-5330 

Disciple World Magazine 
 

If you would like a 
subscription to this 

magazine, see Christy 
for form.  A 1-year 

subscription is $31.00.  
This magazine keeps us 

informed of news, 
opinions, and missions 

on a national level. 

Church School Teacher Recognition 
and Church School Promotion  

On Sunday, August 10th, during morning worship, our church school 
teachers were recognized.  These persons have faithfully nurtured the 
persons in their classes through learning and sharing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  The children who attend church school were recognized 
and then promoted to new classes during the recognition.  The following 
are the people that were recognized for teaching church school: 
 

~ NURSERY ~  
Laura Breshears, Marie Harding, Rita Headrick, Nikki Simmons 

~ BIBLE TREASURELAND (Kindergarten to Grade 4) ~  
Jaylene Arnett, Richard Becker, LeRoy Garnett, Dana Sunderman, Melissa Tilton 

~ BIBLE TREASURELAND (Grades 5-8) ~  
Cindy Lexow 

~ ADULT CLASSES ~  
Discovery (Carol Rohling), Forum (Fred Miller), Friendship (June Rochat & Bonnie Iverson),  

and Kumjoinus (Vel Lukert) 
 

We are going to be offering some new classes starting August 17th for youth and college students.   
If you have not been attending church school, we have classes for all ages.  We are always open  

to starting new classes if persons express interest in forming a new group.   
 

Come join us in church school ~ invite a friend and come together! 

The Church has learned 
that Erma Jones has 

entered new life in heaven. 
The last address we had 

for her was in  
Garden City, Kansas 

PLEASE submit your 
items to be published in 

the newsletter  
NO LATER than the 

MONDAY of the week 
the newsletter is coming 

out.  It helps me get 
the newsletter 

formatted and ready to 
print on Tuesdays to have it ready for the folders 

on Wednesdays.  I appreciate your help!  Mark 
your calendars with the following datesé 

Thanks!  ~ Christy   
 

AUGUST 25th & SEPTEMBER 8TH  
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Myvt {ol Ltwvyph Ylzj|l Tpzzpvuº 
 
It is our mission to serve those in need with hot meals at Abundant Harvest 
huk ~hyt zols{ly h{ {ol Tlu.z Zols{ly5 Pu vykly {v kv zv3 ~l t|z{ jvu{pu|hss¡
yhpzl m|ukz3 zv ~l.yl wshuupun h jv|wsl vm l}lu{z {opz zwypun5 
 

On separate occasions, we will hold a car wash and a yard sale at the Heritage Center in late May or early June.  
We are hoping that all local churches can participate in some manner.   

 
The car wash will be by donation, but we need volunteers (of all ages) to help us wash the cars.  We 
will also need car washing supplies (buckets, old rags, soap, etc.).   
 
For the yard sale, we are soliciting donated items that are in good shape including, but not limited to, 
clothing, furniture, kitchen gadgets, appliances and books.  We will need volunteers to help set up and 
run this event as well.   

  If you can help in any way please contact Betsey Whited at 342-7439.  Thanks for your help! 

 

Recovery Work  
Continues in Myanmar 

 

     While news of the impact of Cyclone Nargis and 
the ongoing relief and recovery work in Myanmar 
ohz kyvwwlk v|{ vm t|jo vm {ol ~vysk.z tlkph
attention, the needs remain great, and recovery 
efforts are slowly moving ahead.  More than 2 

million people were affected by the cyclone and remain extremely vulnerable to 
kpzlhzl huk o|unly5 Pukllk3 vul vm {ol tvz{ zl}lyl ptwhj{z vm {ol z{vyt ohz illu vu {ol jv|u{y¡.z
capacity to produce an adequate food supply, especially the national staple of rice. 
     Through its network of local partners, Church World Service has launched a major effort to assist more 
than 116,000 vulnerable farming families in the Irrawaddy Delta region with power tillers, fuel, seed 
stock and fertilizer.  Week of Compassion continues to support the CWS appeal and is working to provide 
$100,000 toward relief and recover efforts in Myanmar. 

Mark your calendars!   
Saturday,  

September 6, 2008  
 

All sale items may  
be brought to the 

church or call Tim or Janelle 
Norton for pickup.  No clothing 

for this Sale!  

We Care About You! 
If you or anyone you know would like 

to be added to our existing DWF prayer 

chain, please call Jeanice Miller at  

343-9592 or Luella Hush at 342-2493. 

Jeanne Miller & Sandy Heller are the 

new co-facilitators for DWF.  Marie 

Harding will remain Treasurer and 

Carolyn Kuhn will continue to be the 

Study/Worship person. 

Fellowship & Membership 
will meet Tuesday, 

September 9th at 5:30 p.m.  

Bring your ideas! 


