
 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

202 E. 12
th
 Avenue / Emporia, KS 66801 

(620) 342-1582 (Office) / (620) 342-8585 (Fax) 

www.fccemporia.org (NEW!) 

  

NewsletterNewsletter  
 

The First Christian Church Newsletter is  
published bi-monthly (except for December).  

Please e-mail any information for the   
newsletter to me at ttllpit@yahoo.com.   

The following two Mondays are the  
deadlines for the next newsletters: 

August 11th & August 25th 

~ Pastor Bob  
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Whz{vy.z Ov|yz - Jvu{hj{ Pumv 
M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m.  

Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) / 620-757-6298 (Cell)  

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free¹Bob, KC)  

944 Whittier-Emporia / E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

Reflections...  
     I know I donõt have to tell you that we live in a dangerous world. There 
are many òtroubleó spots all over the globe; every time we fly there are 
screenings, òwatchó lists and security stations we must negotiate. Small and 
large arms are being sold all over the world and as prices on gasoline and 
basic commodities rise, can crime statistics be far behind? Itõs dangerous to 
be living today because none of us are immune to random acts of violence, 
accidents and weirdo's. Our lives can change forever in a moment through 
no fault of our own.  

     Along with this it seems that I am hearing more and more people declare that we are 
living in the last days, maybe even the last hours of human existence. And I donõt know, 
maybe we are. It could be, but then, I think it is Matthew who quotes Jesus as saying 
heaven and earth will pass away but no one knows when. So when some quote 1 John 2:18: 
òDear children, this is the last hour...ó we tremble with fear. But when we quake with fear 
and live our lives terrified of the future, we miss the whole point of what John was really 
saying. Yes, the end times were coming --òDear children, this is the last hour...ó ðbut these 
words were intended to reassure the people ~ not scare them!  
     In truth, we have nothing to fear about the last days when Christ shall come. That we 
may be living in the last days or hours should come as a great relief: things are unfolding 
just as Jesus said.  
     So many headlines prey on our fears and magnify them: we are running out of oil, fish 
will disappear from the oceans, storms are intensifying, pollution will 
soon destroy us, and so on. Actually, we should be doing things that 
will prevent the things mentioned, yet we need to hear reassuring 
words. To hear that the end is near is not meant to scare us. To hear 
that the end is near because God is declaring His kingdom as 
promised reassures us.  
     òThe last days and hours,ó òThe end is near,ó should not cause us to 
panic for what we believe is that God is in control and that God has a 
plan for believers ñitõs called ògrace.ó So we will declare with the 
Psalmist:  

1 ~ God is our refuge and strength, an ever -present help in trouble.  
2 ~ Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way  

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,  
3 ~ though its waters roar and foam and the mountains  

quake with their surging.  
~ Psalm 46  

 
Why will we not fear? Because...  
...The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. ~ John 1:14  
 

Thatõs why!! 

mailto:ttllpit@yahoo.com?subject=Information%20for%20Newsletter
mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com
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2008 Regional Assembly 

 

October 17-18, 2008 

Manhattan Clarion Hotel  

 

Registration forms and 

information available at kansasdisciples.org 

 

TOP TEN REASONS TO ATTEND  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

10. Room Service 

9. Experience Manhattan on an òaway 

gameó day 

8. Cake with Paxton! 

7. Sure beats cleaning house on Saturday 

6. You might see your picture on the wall 

(and that would be a good thing!)  

5. Invite a friend and share the room 

expense 

4. You merely need to show up to receive 

a blessing. 

3. Learn everything you ever wanted to 

know about Labyrinths 

2. Participate in moving worship services 

1. Itõs how we stay connected. 

DONõT MISS IT!  

World Elder Abuse Awareness 
½T¡ ^vysk555`v|y ^vysk555V|y ^vyskº 

Free of Elder Abuse 
 
     Throughout the world, abuse and neglect 
of older persons is largely under recognized 
vy pz {ylh{lk hz hu |uzwvrlu wyvislt5 [oh{.z

why the International Network for the Prevention of Elder 
Abuse launched World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, was 
observed on June 15, 2008. 
     The National Clearninghouse on Abuse in Later Life offers 
these tips on what to look for: 

Injuries, marks or bruises that do not match what the 
victim or suspected abuser says happened. 
Withdrawal or fear when around the suspected abuser. 
Different actions or unusual behaviors, such as acting 
fearful, rocking or being aggressive. 
Substandard care or not paying bills despite having enough 
money. 
Unsafe or filthy conditions. 

What to do if you suspect abuse?  Report the abuse to proper 
authorities.  You can remain anonymous. 
For abuse in an adult care home:  1-800-842-0078 
For abuse in the home or community:  1-800-922-5330 

The Symbol of the Chalice 
     The chalice bearing the X-shaped cross of 
St. Andrew was adopted as the symbol of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) by the 
kluvtpuh{pvu.z Nlulyhs Hzzltis¡ pu 8@>83

and is a registered trademark with the United States 
Patent Office. 
     The chalice was chosen because it represents the 
jlu{yhsp{¡ vm {ol Svyk.z Z|wwly pu {ol spml huk ~vyzopw
of the Disciples.  The color red represents vitality, 
spirit and sacrifice.  The X-shaped cross of the disciple 
Andrew is a reminder of the ministry of each person 
and the importance of evangelism. 
     St. Andrew has been identified with the laity and 
with evangelism, both of which have been prominent 
Kpzjpwslz. ltwohzlz5 Z{5 Hukyl~ pz jvuzpklylk {v oh}l
been the first evangelist, bringing his brother Simon 
Peter to follow Jesus. 
     It is also believed that St. Andrew died on a cross 
of the same shape. 
     The Cross of St. Andrew, national cross of 
Scotland, focuses attention on the Presbyterian roots 
of the Disciples. 
     Both Thomas and Alexander Campbell studied in 
Scotland, were of Presbyterian faith, and later were 
instrumental in the founding of the Disciples of Christ. 

CARD SHOWER!!  
Please help  

Nadine Lexow 
celebrate her 90th 
birthday on August 
4th by òshoweringó 
her with birthday 

greetings!   
Her address is:  
Nadine Lexow  

2700 W. 30th ~ #207  
Emporia, KS  66801  

 
She will be blessed and so will you!  

If you would like 
a ride to church on 
Sunday, please call 
the church office at 
342-1582 by Noon 

on Friday. 

Disciple World 
Magazine 

If you would like a subscription 
to this magazine, see Christy for 
form.  A 1-year subscription is 

$31.00.  This magazine keeps us 
informed of news, opinions, and 

missions on a national level. 
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Myvt {ol Ltwvyph Ylzj|l Tpzzpvuº 
 
It is our mission to serve those in need with hot meals at Abundant Harvest 
huk ~hyt zols{ly h{ {ol Tlu.z Zols{ly5 Pu vykly {v kv zv3 ~l t|z{ jvu{pu|hss¡
yhpzl m|ukz3 zv ~l.yl wshuupun h jv|wsl vm l}lu{z {opz zwypun5 
 

On separate occasions, we will hold a car wash and a yard sale at the Heritage Center in late May or early June.  
We are hoping that all local churches can participate in some manner.   

 
The car wash will be by donation, but we need volunteers (of all ages) to help us wash the cars.  We 
will also need car washing supplies (buckets, old rags, soap, etc.).   
 
For the yard sale, we are soliciting donated items that are in good shape including, but not limited to, 
clothing, furniture, kitchen gadgets, appliances and books.  We will need volunteers to help set up and 
run this event as well.   

  If you can help in any way please contact Betsey Whited at 342-7439.  Thanks for your help! 

First, I want to thank the church congregation for selecting me as Moderator.  I am excited 
about this opportunity for service and leadership, and believe that we will have a great year 
serving God!  Our church family is full of talented, caring and sharing Christians.  All that 
we do, and all the plans we have, are given as offerings to God. 
 
Huk3 ~l kv oh}l zvtl wshuzº hsvun ~p{o Qhulssl Uvy{vu3 Tvklyh{vy-Elect, and Pastor Bob, 
we have selected a theme we want to emphasize throughout the year.  We began this with the 
VBS carnival ~ Nvk.z Ipn Ihjr¡hykº oh}pun h ishz{ zly}pun Qlz|z(And, we had a great 

turnout, despite the weather!  (We offered VBS as a one-time carnival event, and had fantastic helpers to make it 
iljvtl h ylhsp{¡5 Huk3 uv{ vujl kpk ~l olhy3 ½I|{ ~l.}l ul}ly kvul p{ {oh{ ~h¡(¾0 
 
The theme of service is broken up into five sections, each with a Bible passage as example.  First, is SERVING 
MHTPS`3 hz pss|z{yh{lk i¡ Tpypht.z hj{pvuz {v olsw wyv}pkl zhml{¡ mvy oly ihi¡ iyv{oly3 Tvzlz /L vk|z 9A8-10).  
Some of the events we have are intended to serve family, including church family.  The second section is SERVING 
FRIENDS, illustrated by the four men who carried their friend to Jesus (Mark 2:1-12).  Next is SERVING 
NEIGHBORS, using the Good Samaritan as an example (Luke 19:1-10).  And, finally SERVING JESUS, with Peter 
huk Qvou.z olhspun vm {ol whyhs¡{pj pu Hj{z :A8-19 as scriptural example. 
 
We will use this theme as a frame work for the many ministries that are offered by this church.  There are two next 
areas which we want to emphasize.  First, offering monthly events for worship/service/fellowship; and second, 
reaching out to the larger neighborhood/community near the church.  There are many Christians, including our own 
members, who are unable to worship on a regular basis on Sunday mornings.  We want to offer worship/service 
l}lu{z {v olsw ylhjo v|{ {v {olt huk sl{ {olt ruv~ {ol¡ hyl ~lsjvtl l}lu pm {ol¡ jhu.{ h{{luk vu Z|ukh¡ tvyupunz5
Also, we intend to more aggressively publicize all of our events to the local community.  We started this with a 
troop of 1st Christians walking throughout the neighborhood passing out flyers for VBS.  All of these plans and 
hj{p}p{plz hyl msl pisl3 hz ~l ~hu{ {v pujvywvyh{l {ol z|nnlz{pvuz ~l.ss yljlp}l myvt {ol Ul~ Ilnpuupunz wyvnyht5 
 
Finally, there is a fantastic set of leaders lined up, and I deeply appreciate each of them for their service to God.  If 
¡v| oh}lu.{ ¡l{ olhyk3 olyl hyl {ol tpupz{y¡ {lht slhklyz mvy {ol jvtpun ¡lhyA 
 

Discipleship ~ Jaylene Arnett, Worship ~ Gail Coburn, Membership ~ Debbie Peck,  
Fellowship ~ Karen Garnett, Outreach ~ George Arnett, Facilities ~ Carl Richardson,  

Evangelism ~ Robert Wells, Stewardship ~ Larry Breshears, Communications ~ Anita Imhoff,  
Church Treasurer ~ Fred Miller, Council Secretary ~ Barb Gimple 

 
Please be as active as you are able to be, and participate in any and all aspects of First Christian Church ministry.  
`v| kv uv{ oh}l {v il h ½tltily¾ vm hu¡ why{pj|shy jvttp{{ll {v il h why{ vm {ol wshuupun huk kvpun5 Zptwsl jhss
me, or any of the leaders, if there is a particular ministry area in which you want to serve.   

[v Nvk.z nsvy¡3 ~l ^PSS oh}l h ishz{ zly}pun Qlz|z {opz jvtpun ¡lhy(    ~ Cindy Lexow 
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O|y whu{y¡ pz nl{{pun sv~ huk ~l.k hwwyljph{l hu¡ mvvk ¡v| jv|sk kvuh{l h{ {opz
time.  We have had several take advantage of our pantry and most all come back 
{v zh¡ {ohurz5 ^l jhu |zl hu¡{opun i|{ uv~ ~l.yl SV^ vu thj u. jollzl huk
soups!  Help us keep the food pantry filled to bless those in need!  THANKS!             

~ Betty Hilton & Marjorie Rose 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SUCCESS!!! 
^lss3 ~p{o {ol yhpu hss kh¡ ~l ~lyl hu{pjpwh{pun h yv|zpun gk|k. i|{ {oh{ ~hzu.{ pu Nvk.z
wshu5 L}lu {ov|no ~l ~lyl uv{ hisl {v oh}l {ol ]IZ jhyup}hs vu {ol myvu{ sh~u hz ~l.k
hoped, we had a very successful event!   
 
There were 33 children and youth present, including 20 non-church children!!  In 
addition to providing a fun setting for our own children and youth, we had specifically 
prayed that we would be able to reach out to others, and that prayer was answered!!  
^l ~lyl hisl {v jlsliyh{l Nvk.z Ipn Ihjr¡hyk /pukvvyz0 huk KPK oh}l h ishz{ zly}pun
Jesus!! 
 

A heart-mls{ {ohurz nvlz v|{ {v l}ly¡vul ~ov olswlk thrl {opz l}lu{ h ylhsp{¡5 Hz ¡v| hss ruv~3 p{.z uv{ wvzzpisl {v
list all the names.  But, in addition to those who helped beforehand, there were at least 48 of our own church family 
hk|s{z wylzlu{( H ipn [OHURZ {v l}ly¡vul3 huk yltltily3 {olyl ~pss il tvyl l}lu{z {v jlsliyh{l Nvk.z Ipn Ihjr¡hyk
~ where we have a blast serving Jesus!! 

~ Cindy Lexow, Janelle Norton, Tim Norton & John Lexow, co-directors 

Have you  
REMEMBERED your  

Church IN YOUR WILL? 
The Christian and Congregational 

Church in Eureka recently received a bequest 
from a member who loved her church and wanted 
to express that love beyond her death.  Her gift 
will benefit the church for years to come.  Have 
you remembered your church in your will?  For 
more information, contact Pastor Bob. 

Just a 
reminder!   

Please remember that if 
you are unable to fulfill 
your turn as a greeter, 

nursery volunteer, 
worship leader, 

jopskylu.z tlzzhnl np}ly3 zly}ly3 l{j53 wslhzl
find your own replacement and let the church 

office know.  Thanks! 

SOS CASA of The 
Flint Hills  

(Court Appointed Special 
Advocates) 

NOW is the time to be a voice for 
abused and neglected kids.  In 
Ltwvyph.z Q|kpjphs Kpz{ypj{ hsvul3
there are more than 450 reported 
cases of child abuse and/or neglect 

reported each year.  Unfortunately, there is a serious lack 
of volunteers to help these children.  Through volunteers 
like you, these vulnerable children will have a voice in 
jv|y{5 `v| JHU thrl h kpmmlylujl pu h jopsk.z spml5 Wslhzl
volunteer today.  For more information, contact Dena 
Russell at 620-343-2744 or by e-mail at 
drussell@soskansas.com 

SOS CASA of The Flint Hills / 25 W. 5th Avenue 
Box 1191 / Emporia, Kansas  66801 

Phone: 620-343-2744 / Fax: 620-343-3070 

 

The Prkaboj^kÜpü
have settled in Indiana 

and would probably  

love  to hear from their 

friends here at FCC.   

If you would like to 

`loobpmlkaütfqeüqebj)üebobÜpüqebfoü 

new address: 

 

Rick & Dana Sunderman 

5041 N. Old U.S. Highway 41 

Patoka, IN  47666-9064 
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REGIONAL ASSEMBLY - 

MANHATTAN 

October 17-18, 2008 

Clarion Hotel 

½Islzzlk Il [ol Shi¡ypu{o

{oh{ Ipukz¾ 
 

Meals at Regional Assembly 
       Two breakfast programs are provided on 
Saturday morning and lunch opportunities are 
provided for Men, Women and Youth 
participants.  A Pension Fund-sponsored supper 
is provided on Friday evening for Pastors and 
Board Moderators. 
       There will be no all-assembly banquet as in 
years past, due to the limitations of the facility 
in which we will meet. 
       During the Saturday morning breakfast 
hour (7:30) the Christian Church Foundation is 
sponsoring an opportunity to share information 
regarding some of the mission stations of our 
church.  Those who purchase tickets will hear 
about Kansas Christian Home, Tennyson Center 
for Children (Denver), and Phillips Theological 
Seminary. 
       Fellowship luncheons are provided at noon 
for both Disciples Women and Disciples Men; 
tickets are $10.50.  The Youth (middle-school 
and high school) are invited to a poolside meal 
hosted by Phillips Theological Seminary, where 
an informal program will include discussions 
around vocational choices and ministry as a 
consideration. 
       Only meal reservations requested prior to 
the September 15th deadline can be 
guaranteed. 

 
 
 
 

Attendance 
July 13, 2008 - SS - 37 / Worship - 102 

July 20, 2008 - SS - 41 / Worship - 82 
 

Stewardship Report 
July 13, 2008 

Offering - $1,968.50 / Capital - $610.00 

July 20, 2008 

Offering - $1,628.50 / Capital - $230.00 

The Pastoral Relations 
Committee (PRC) is a 

communication link between the 
church congregation and the 

Minister to effectively serve the 
Svyk5 Pm ¡v| oh}l ½wyhpzlz¾ vy
½jvujlyuz¾ hiv|{ ¡v|y Tpupz{ly3
please feel free to contact one of 

following people on the committee: 
 

LeRoy Garnett @ 342-4585 
Dean Grisell @ 620-342-9341 

Kathy Harris @ 342-5350 
Bea Stine @ 620-412-2198 

SHOP AT STAPLES? 
You can still help the church 
by giving the good people at 
staples our phone number  

 (620-342-1582) And your 
purchases will help us by giving 

us credit on the rewards program.  So 
�W�H�I�L�E�¾�A�T�¾�S�T�A�P�L�E�ž�S�¾�G�I�V�E�¾�T�H�E�M�¾�O�U�R�¾�N�U�M�B�E�R���¾ 

THANKS! 

Mark Your 
Calendars! 

 
Sunday, 

August 17, 2008 
2 - 4 p.m. 

 
There will be a  

65th Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration for  

Curtis & Winona Rhoades 
 

Make plans now to join in the 
celebration! 

½Jh{z hyl zthy{ly {ohu kvnz5 

`v| jhu.{ nl{ lpno{ jh{z {v w|ss 

h zslk {oyv|no zuv~5¾ 

~ Jeff Valez 


