
 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

202 E. 12
th
 Avenue / Emporia, KS 66801 

(620) 342-1582 (Office) / (620) 342-8585 (Fax) 

www.fccemporia.org (NEW!) 

  

NewsletterNewsletter  
 

The First Christian Church Newsletter is  
published bi-monthly (except for December).  

Please e-mail any information for the   
newsletter to me at ttllpit@yahoo.com.   

The following two Mondays are the  
deadlines for the next newsletters: 

July 21st & August 11th 

~ Pastor Bob  
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Whz{vy.z Ov|yz - Jvu{hj{ Pumv 
M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m.  

Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) / 620-757-6298 (Cell)  

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free¹Bob, KC)  

944 Whittier-Emporia / E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

       First, I hope that all of you will support our 
Vacation Bible School and Carnival this Saturday. I 
know this is different from what we have done in the 
past, but we need to explore new ways of connecting 
with our community and new ways to present the 
Gospel to people who donõt even know they need it. 
òNew ways of doing thingsó is a phrase we need to 
get used to. Besides, no single approach will appeal to or touch every 

person. I believe our VBS Team has put together a creative approach which may 
well reach some weõve never reached before. We need to support it and I pray you 
will.  
       Along those same lines, I found a story which I filed under òStewardship,ó but 
actually needs to be filed under òEvangelism.ó A preacher, the story goes, accepted 
a call to a large church in the southern part of our nation. This town had a transit 
system which consisted mostly of busses driven by real human beings. One day he 
boarded the bus and sat down. Having paid his fare, he looked at the change he 
had received from the driver now stuffed in his hand. He counted it twice and 
confirmed that the driver had given him $5.00 too much change. ò$5.00 isnõt 
much,ó the new preacher thought. òThe driver doesnõt know and the bus company 
wonõt miss it. Should I bother to give it back? After all, it might embarrass the 
driver.ó When the preacherõs stop came, he walked to the door and paused, his 
mind made up. òYou gave me too much change,ó the preacher said as he handed 
the $5.00 to the driver, and started down the steps. òHey,ó the driver said. òArenõt 
you the new preacher at Eastgate Church ?ó òI am,ó the preacher said. The bus 
driver responded, òYou know, Iõve been thinking about going to church somewhere. 
I wanted to see what you did when I gave you too much change. I think I might 
like your church ñwhen does it start?ó 

 
How many times do we think that small things donõt count, that 
no one sees or cares what I do? Our lives, actions and thoughts 
should mirror those of Jesus. People see more than we think. 
What do they see...and what do they think? How many times 
have we sold our faith and our Savior for $5.00? ñor much less?  

mailto:ttllpit@yahoo.com?subject=Information%20for%20Newsletter
mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com
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2008 Regional Assembly 

 

October 17-18, 2008 

Manhattan Clarion Hotel  

 

Registration forms and 

information available at kansasdisciples.org 

 

TOP TEN REASONS TO ATTEND  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

10. Room Service 

9. Experience Manhattan on an òaway 

gameó day 

8. Cake with Paxton! 

7. Sure beats cleaning house on Saturday 

6. You might see your picture on the wall 

(and that would be a good thing!)  

5. Invite a friend and share the room 

expense 

4. You merely need to show up to receive 

a blessing. 

3. Learn everything you ever wanted to 

know about Labyrinths 

2. Participate in moving worship services 

1. Itõs how we stay connected. 

DONõT MISS IT!  

World Elder Abuse Awareness 
½T¡ ^vysk555`v|y ^vysk555V|y ^vyskº 

Free of Elder Abuse 
 
     Throughout the world, abuse and neglect 
of older persons is largely underrecognized or 
pz {ylh{lk hz hu |uzwvrlu wyvislt5 [oh{.z

why the International Network for the Prevention of Elder 
Abuse launched World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, was 
observed on June 15, 2008. 
     The National Clearninghouse on Abuse in Later Life offers 
these tips on what to look for: 

Injuries, marks or bruises that do not match what the 
victim or suspected abuser says happened. 
Withdrawal or fear when around the suspected abuser. 
Different actions or unusual behaviors, such as acting 
fearful, rocking or being aggressive. 
Substandard care or not paying bills despite having enough 
money. 
Unsafe or filthy conditions. 

What to do if you suspect abuse?  Report the abuse to proper 
authorities.  You can remain anonymous. 
For abuse in an adult care home:  1-800-842-0078 
For abuse in the home or community:  1-800-922-5330 

Seventeen members of the 

DWF received reading 
certificates at the July 
brunch.  Our top reader was: 

 
Donna Breshears ~ 152 books 

followed by  
Bernice Rider ~ 100 books 
Betty Hilton ~ 100 books 

Jan Jones ~ 75 books. 
 
During the 2007-2008 DWF 

year 50 have read 801 books.  Of that, 34 women 
read 748, 4 men read 20 books and 12 children 
read 33 books.  Several women read only 1 or 2 
books and we are happy they have used our 
library and hope they will read more next year. 
 
This past year we have added 75 donated books 
and 25 memorial books to our library.  A complete 
list of new books is in the library.  If anyone is 
interested in having a list, please come see us. 

     ~ Bernice Rider 

YLTPUKLYº All cell phone numbers are being released to telemarketing 
companies and you may start to receive sale calls and you may be billed 
for these calls.  To prevent this, call 888-382-1222 from your cell phone.  
This is the National DO NOT CALL list.  It will only take a minute of your 
time.  This will block your number for five (5) years.  You must call from 
the cell phone number you want to have blocked. 

CARD SHOWER!!  
Please help  

Nadine Lexow 
celebrate her 90th 
birthday on August 
4th by òshoweringó 
her with birthday 

greetings!   
Her address is:  
Nadine Lexow  

2700 W. 30th ~ #207  
Emporia, KS  66801  

 
She will be blessed and so will you!  
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The Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) is 
a communication link between the church 

congregation and the Minister to effectively 
zly}l {ol Svyk5 Pm ¡v| oh}l ½wyhpzlz¾ vy
½jvujlyuz¾ hiv|{ ¡v|y Tpupz{ly3 wslhzl mlls
free to contact one of following people on 

the committee: 
 

LeRoy Garnett @ 342-4585 
Dean Grisell @ 620-342-9341 

Kathy Harris @ 342-5350 
Bea Stine @ 620-412-2198 

Robert Wells @ 620-342-7164 

SHOP AT STAPLES? 
You can still help the church by 

giving the good people at 

staples our phone number  

 (620-342-1582) And your 

purchases will help us by giving 

us credit on the rewards program.  So 

tefibü^qüpq^mibÜpüdfsbüqebjülroükrj_bo ü 

THANKS! 

Our sympathy goes to the family and 

friends of Rosalie Stanley who 
went to be with the Lord on 

Wednesday, July 2, 2008.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you. 

Have you  
REMEMBERED your  

Church IN YOUR WILL? 
The Christian and Congregational 

Church in Eureka recently received a bequest 
from a member who loved her church and wanted 
to express that love beyond her death.  Her gift 
will benefit the church for years to come.  Have 
you remembered your church in your will?  For 
more information, contact Pastor Bob. 

A Sweet Remembrance of Rosalie Stanleyé 
 

My Rosalie 
How to describe my friend? 

She was ever a lady whose goodness had no end. 
Always nice, always kind, 

Generous and loving to all mankind. 
 

We had lots of fun, just two old ladies, 
Walking in the mall and admiring the babies. 

Sitting in our pew every Sunday, 
Whz{vy Ivi {vsk |z ov~ {v thrl lhjo vul h Svyk.z kh¡5 

 
Zlupvy jhrlz h{ TjKvuhsk.z3 th¡il l}lu h z|ukhl3 
Laughing at life together, it was always a fun day. 
A dedicated Christian, of that there was no doubt, 
Zol sv}lk {ol Svyk huk zol kpku.{ l}lu oh}l {v zov|{5 

 
V|y tv{olyz ~lyl myplukz zv ~l.}l ruv~u 

each other forever, 
They set our feet on the right path, reminding us 

naughty things certainly was not clever.               
Zv P.ss zh¡ nvvki¡l mvy uv~ {v t¡ }ly¡ klhy mypluk3 

Knowing some sweet day our friendship will never end. 

     ~ Joan Wood Shumate  

Myvt {ol Ltwvyph Ylzj|l Tpzzpvuº 
 
It is our mission to serve those in need with hot meals at Abundant Harvest and warm 
zols{ly h{ {ol Tlu.z Zols{ly5 Pu vykly {v kv zv3 ~l t|z{ jvu{pu|hss¡ yhpzl m|ukz3 zv ~l.yl
planning a couple of events this spring. 
 

On separate occasions, we will hold a car wash and a yard sale at the Heritage Center in late May 
or early June.  We are hoping that all local churches can participate in some manner.   

 
The car wash will be by donation, but we need volunteers (of all ages) to help us 
wash the cars.  We will also need car washing supplies (buckets, old rags, soap, 
etc.).   
 
For the yard sale, we are soliciting donated items that are in good shape including, but not limited 
to, clothing, furniture, kitchen gadgets, appliances and books.  We will need volunteers to help set 
up and run this event as well.   

 
If you can help in any way please contact Betsey Whited at 342-7439.  Thanks for you help! 
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Our pantry is getting 
sv~ huk ~l.k hwwyljph{l

any food you could 
donate at this time.  We 
have had several take 

advantage of our pantry 
and most all come back 
to say thanks.  We can 

|zl hu¡{opun i|{ uv~ ~l.yl SV^ vu thj u.
cheese and soups!  Help us keep the food 

pantry filled to bless those in need!  THANKS!             
~ Betty Hilton & Marjorie Rose 

FOOD!  

½Nvk.z Ipn
Ihjr¡hyk¾ 

 
VBS CARNIVAL 
(Non-Traditional 

Drop-in)  
Saturday, July 12th 

 
4:00 to 5:00 ~ Registration, Free Time, Opening 

5:00 to 6:00 ~ Drama, Free Time 
6:00 to 7:30 ~ Crafts, Group Games, Free Time 

7:30 to 8:00 ~ Drawing for $50 Gas Card, Closing 
 

5:00 to 7:30 ~ Food Served in Fellowship Hall 
Drawings for Door Prizes throughout the evening. 

 
EVERYONE WELCOME!!  ALL FREE!! 

COME JOIN THE FUN!! 
First Christian Church 

202 East 12th Avenue / Emporia, Kansas 
 

SUNDAYS 
Church School @ 9:30 a.m. 

Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
 

The Calvary Echoes will be appearing at  
First Christian Church on Sunday, 

August 10th @ 6:00 p.m. 
`V\.YL PU]P[LK(( 

 
BE SURE AND BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

(MAYBE AN EXTRA FOR A FRIEND??) 

Disciple World 
Magazine 

If you would like a subscription to this 
magazine, see Christy for form.  A 1-year 
subscription is $31.00.  This magazine 

keeps us informed of news, opinions, and 
missions on a national level. 

Disciples Congregations  
Are Being Added at  
Record-Setting Pace 

 
       Extraordinary progress continues to 
happen around thl Jo|yjo.z wypvyp{¡ vm

establishing 1,000 new congregations by the 2020.  In a 
report given at the General Board meeting, the New 
Church Ministry team stated that 540 Disciples 
congregations have been started since the year 2001.  
There are about 3,740 Disciples congregations overall in 
the United States and Canada.   
       New church starts for 2007 resulted in 107 new 
Disciples congregations, helping to make this the 
fastest growing decade for new Disciples congregations 
in nearly a century.  This pace of growth has not been 
seen since the early part of the 20th century. 
       About 85% of the new congregations are being 
sustained, which means Disciples are outpacing other 
denominations in net gains in church growth.  For 
example, Florida added 48 new Disciples congregations 
and 7 church starts have taken place in South Carolina.  
The new congregations have been important not only to 
increase the number of new Disciples, but also have 
played a role in the increase in Disciples Mission Fund 
giving. 
       ½[olzl jvunylnh{pvuz3 myvt Msvypkh {v Vylnvu3
Texas to Montana, California to New York, and 
definitely those dotting the landscape of the heartland, 
are taking root, taking shape, and reflecting the 
johunpun mhjl vm v|y ~vysk¾3 zhpk Nlulyhs Tpupz{ly huk
Wylzpklu{ Zohyvu L5 ^h{rpuz5 ½^l jlsliyh{l {olzl
congregations and the theological challenges presented 
i¡ v|y nyv~pun kp}lyzp{¡5¾ 
       The new congregations represent a significant 
variety in culture, ethnicity, mission and style of 
worship.  Geunhee Yu, executive pastor of North 
American Pacific/Asian Disciples (NAPAD) said 9 
NAPAD churches were added in 2007.  Those 
congregations need as much nurturing and support as 
they can get from the wider Church. 
       ½Lpno{¡-five percent of NAPAD congregations 
wyhj{pjl {olpy tpupz{yplz pu zvtlvul lszl.z mhjpsp{plz5¾
`| l wshpulk {v {ol Nlulyhs Ivhyk tll{pun pu Hwyps5 ½P{
imposes enormous hindrances on their efforts to grow 
and establish ministry.  Your help, prayers and support 
are needed so that these congregations can get their 
v~u mhjpsp{plz mvy {olpy tpupz{yplz5¾ 
       Leaders at New Church Ministry are hoping the 
growth in new congregations continues, and results in 
more Disciples committing to participate in the annual 
Pentecost Offering.  The Pentecost Offering goes to 
support New Church Ministry and the regions of the 
church. 
      ½Ul~ jvunylnh{pvuz hyl iypunpun ul~ lulyn¡ huk
ul~ johsslunlz {v v|y Jo|yjo3¾ zhpk Ypjr Tvyzl3 }pjl
president, New Church Ministry and Mission 
Pup{ph{p}lz5 ½^l hyl nyh{lm|s mvy {ol ~h¡ pu ~opjo v|y
regional partners are engaging and 
training them in ministry.  We are also 
grateful to see the many ways in which 
congregations are starting to encounter 
new churches, and make them a part of 
ylnpvuhs huk kluvtpuh{pvuhs spml5¾ 


