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I was pleased that last 
Thursday, February 21, 
2008, the combined 
members  o f  t he 
Administrative Council 
and the Ministry 
Leadership Team voted 

to participate in a relatively new 
p r o g r a m  s p o n s o r e d  b y  o u r 
denominationõs Church Extension. The 
program is called òNew Beginnings.ó 
Basically, òNew Beginningsó is a plan 
to help existing churches rediscover 
their mission. òNew Beginnings,ó with 
the help of an outside professional 
consultant, will help us deal with the 
realities of òsituation,ó discover our 
potential and strengths, and assist us in 
making some decisions. As a church, 
weñall of us ñwill share in the decisions 
we make.  
 
We will need to examine every inch of 
our church life and circumstances. It 
will take work and the participation of 
every member and friend of this 
church. You, of course, will be hearing 
more about this program and I hope 
and pray that you will want to become 
involved in this new, exciting and 
essential effort.  
 
     We really have no choice but to 
participate in this or some similar 
program because the facts are chilling:  
 

ÅIn 2000, 9.5 million 
people attended 
mainline worship 
serviceséby 2005, 
that number had 
declined to 8.8 
million.*  

ÅIn 2000, 3.4% of the 
American public attended a 
mainline church on any given 
weekend. By 2005, that number 
had declined to 3.0%.*  

ÅSlightly more than 1% of all churches 
close each year (about 3,700 
churches.)*  

 
     It is clear that work needs to be 
done. Our work involves not just 
ourselves, but our community, our 
family and friends, and our faithfulness 
to our beliefs. Please, please take this as 

your òEngraved, gold
-letteredó invitation 
to become more 
involved in the work, 
life, mission and 
survival of your 
Church.  

 
Blessings,   
 

 
*óRev!ó magazine, March/April, 2008. 
(Please see Pastor Bob if you would like 

to read the entire article.)  
 

 

The First Christian Church Newsletter is  
published bi-monthly (except for December).  

Please e-mail any information for the   
newsletter to me at ttllpit@yahoo.com.   

The following two Mondays are the 
deadlines for the next newsletters: 

March 10th & March 24th 

Reflections... 

~ Pastor Bob  
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M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m.  

Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) / 620-757-6298 (Cell)  

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free¹Bob, KC)  
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