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    I love this time of year. 
A New Year! A chance to 
kind of start over and 
begin anew. A chance to 
leave the fiascoes of last 
year and get working on 
new fiascoes. A brand 

new calendar with 365 days (or is this a 
leap year?) An opportunity to make the 
days before us what we want them to be ñ
and what we hope they will be.  
    Three hundred sixty -five 
days ñ8,760 hours, 525,600 
m i n u t e s ,  3 1 , 5 3 6 , 0 0 0 
seconds ñhow exciting! A 
blank page upon which we 
can write whatever we 
desire. The prospect of a 
new year energizes me, it 
excites me, and I hope it 
does you.  

    I hope that you will use this New Year 
we have been granted wisely. And, I must 
add, it is not for me to tell you how to do 
that, or what to do this year. The choices 
you make, the decisions you choose, the 
options you settle upon are yours. (To me, 
that is both scary and exhilarating.) I 
have, however, found that the Word of the 
Lord has been helpful to me over the years 
in providing solid and helpful guidance as I 
faced the challenge, promise and danger of 
a new year. As the Psalmist declares:  

òYour Word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light for my path.ó  ~ (Psalms 119:105)  

    So, just a few words of scripture that 
have been helpful to me over the years.  
(You, of course, can provide your own 
favorite Bible verses.)  

3 John 11 NIV ~  òDear friend, do not 
imitate what is evil but what is good . 
Anyone who does what is good is from 
God.ó  

Philippians 4:8 NIV ~ òéwhatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure , whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable ñ if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy ñ think about 
such things.ó  

James 3:17 -18 NIV  ~ òBut the wisdom that 
comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace -loving, considerate, submissive, full 
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace 
raise a harvest of righteousness.ó  

    As always, my prayers are with you as 
we enter together a New Year.   

May there always be stars to guide you 
and a smooth road for you to travel.  

May you know a thousand blessings 
each day.  

May God give you hope each 
morning and peace at each evening's 
rest.  

May God walk beside you now and 
always.  

 

The First Christian Church Newsletter is  
published bi-monthly (except for December).  

Please e-mail any information for the   
newsletter to me at ttllpit@yahoo.com.   

The following two Mondays are the 
deadlines for the next newsletters: 

January 21st & February 11th 

Reflections... 

~ Pastor Bob  
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