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I want to thank, again, 
a l l  t h o s e  w h o 
participated in our 
annual Hanging of the 
Greens Service. Since 
my part in the service 
was minimal, I had the 

opportunity to worship with you, and I 
found the words, thoughts and music 
nearly overwhelming. Folks usually 
congratulate me for special services 
they l i ke ,  and I  en joy those 
compliments, but in truth, those 
compliments should be given to all who 
sang, read, worked, etc., and especially 
those who planned, developed and 
choreographed the service: Donna 
Breshears and Vicky 
Allen. Many Thanks!!!   
 
At Christmas, I am 
reminded of the words of 
Margaret Miller in her 
book The Gift of Time : òThese seasonsñ
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany ñcall us 
out for silence and significance. They 
speak to us and to our children of 
becoming more like those who came to 
Jesus with only the gifts of their hearts, 
with only the thoughts of being present 
at a mystery, with only the desire to 
bow down in awe.ó  
 

Ms. Miller shares something in these 
thoughts that is very insightful as we 
experience Christmas, 2007. We need to 
consciously turn off the Christmas 
machine rat race. It seems we are 
constantly bombarded by noise. 
Perhaps the best gift we can give to 
anyone or ourselves, is the gift of 
quietness. Think about it.  Maybe we 
should pray this prayer, often and 
fervently:  

God of the young and old,  
we offer this prayer for the children, 

youth and families in our lives.  
We pray that you will grant them full  

and joyous days, 
filled with wonder and things both grand and small, 

filled with times of silence and awe and times of 
exuberance and laughter.  

Show them the joy of sharing, the blessings of 
giving, and the satisfaction of serving.  
May they know comfort for their tears,  

assurance in their sadness and hope in their 
disappointments.  

Guide them to a deeper faith in you,  
and may our words and deeds reflect your grace  

and forgiveness that they may be led to know you 
and believe in you. God of life,  

let them know not only the stories about  
Jesus but also the love of Jesus.  

Protect them in your grace and sustain them  
with your Spirit that in all their days, they may 

rejoice and dance in your presence. Amen. 

 

 

The First Christian Church Newsletter is  
published bi-monthly (except for December).  

Please e-mail any information for the   
newsletter to me at ttllpit@yahoo.com.   

The following two Mondays are the 
deadlines for the next newsletters: 

January 7th & 21st 

Reflections... 

Pastor Bob  
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Whz{vy.z Ov|yz - Jvu{hj{ Pumv 
M-W-TH 9-11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m.  

Fridays & Saturdays are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) / 620-757-6298 (Cell)  

1-877-941-2828 (Toll Free¹Bob, KC)  

944 Whittier-Emporia / E-Mail: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

mailto:mailto:ttllpit@yahoo.com?subject=Information%20for%20Newsletter
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01 Ruth Ford 

01 Bonnie Schaefer 

02 Betty Bowman 

02 Pat Mercer 

02 Elizabeth Witty 

05 Quentin Coffman 

05 Betty Foster 

05 Bessie McCartney 

09 Travis Milner 

09 Ted Williams 

10 Erma Mae Jones 

10 Nancy Mayer 

11 Kindra Garnett 

11 Leonard Werner 

12 Allyson Lauxman 

15 Colter Richardson 

15 Treva Stuck 

17 Glendon Iverson 

18 John Lexow 

19 Earl Bogle 

21 Brenda Hall 

22 Charles Wilhite 

23 Jim Brown 

23 Lisa Osborn 

25 Jeanne Canaday 

26 Marie Kelley 

26 Curtis Rhoades 

26 Tyler Tilton 

28 Sadj Davis 

29 Stanley Smith 

29 Joe Witten 

30 Robert White 

31 Tim Norton  

31 Walter Spencer 

31 Kerry Thornton 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

21 Forrest & Mildred Steeves 

28 Larry & Glenna Gamblian 

JANUARY ANNIVE RSARIES 

½H Joypz{phu pz h rl¡ovsl {oyv|no
~opjo v{oly mvsr zll Nvk5¾ 

~ Robert E. Gibson                    

     All of us at Learning 
Center Preschool want to wish 
you and yours a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  
     Our Christmas break will 
be from December 24th thru 
January 2nd with classes 
resuming January 3rd & 4th! 

 

Uv{lz vm [ohurzº5 
Dear Church Family,  
Thank you to all of our church 
family who have kept us in their 
prayers, sent cards and called me 
to offer encouragement.  It means 
so much to Gene and I.  It is very 

comforting to know those prayers are going up.  I 
continue to fight for improved health and my treatment 
continues, also.  We hope to attend worship with  you 
soon.  ~ Karen Pruitt 
 

And... 

 

Thanks to everyone who sent cards, prayed and called 
to offer sympathy when my mother-in-law passed away.  
Also to all who helped get me to functions while my car 
was in the shop being worked on.  Your kindness has 
meant so much to me.  Blessings!  ~ Jan Jones 

Locally.... 
Brandon Ayers, Norman Brady, Annie 

Dunning (great niece of Bonnie Denson), 
Fern Garnett, LeRoy Garnett, Fran Grisell, 
Jason Hart, Glendon Iverson, Karen Pruitt, 
Bernice Rider, Delaine Turnbull (brother of 

Bonnie Denson), Elizabeth Wells, Janet Wells, Don White 

Uh{pvuhss¡º5 
Pray for those defending our nation: missionaries; and 
victims of war, hunger, disease, natural disasters and 

victims of the bridge collapse in Minnesota. 

Nsvihss¡º5 
people suffering and in need around the world!  

/Pm ¡v| hyl ½h mypluk pu {ol
ovzwp{hs¾ - ~v|sk sprl h }pzp{

or to be on our prayer list, call 
the church office & let us 

know!  Also, if you do NOT want your name published 
in our church newsletter, but would like to be 
remembered in prayer, let us know that too!) 

We Care About You! 
If you or anyone you know would like to be added to our 

existing DWF prayer chain, please call Jeanice Miller at 

343-9592 or Luella Hush at 342-2493. 

 

If you would like a ride to  
our Church on Sunday morning,  
please call the Church Office at  
342-1582 by noon on Friday! 
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Thyr ¡v|y jhslukhyzº 

Our annual Christmas 

Eve Candlelight and 

Communion Service 

will be Monday, 

December 24th at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 p.m.  Start now 

inviting your friends 

and family to this 

beautiful service. 

 

The Pastoral Relations 
Committee (PRC) is a 
communication link 
between the church 

congregation and the 
Minister to effectively 

serve the Lord.  If you have 
½wyhpzlz¾ vy ½jvujlyuz¾ hiv|{ ¡v|y

Minister, please feel free to 
contact one of following people on 

the committee: 
Dean Grisell @ 620-342-9341 
Bea Stine @ 620-412-2198 

Robert Wells @ 620-342-7164 

CHRISTMAS 

OFFERING 
Personnel Committee is 

collecting donations for a 

love gift to give to our staff 

in appreciation for all they 

do throughout the year.  

Place your gifts in an 

offering envelope and  

BE SURE TO MARK IT 

½Staff Love Gift.¾ ^l ~pss

be receiving these offerings 

through December 16th.  

Either place it in the 

offering plate, drop it by or 

send it to the church office.  

Thanks for your gift! 

Fifth Sunday 
Breakfast 

 

December 
30, 2007 

 

Immediately following  
morning worship.  

Bring a friend! 

10 MINUTES THAT  

COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! 
Do you have high cholesterol?  Do you smoke?  Do 

you eat fatty foods?  If yes, you may want to 

consider being screened for stroke risk.  Every 45 

seconds, someone has a stroke.  Life Line 

Screening screens the carotid arteries as up to 

75% of all strokes are linked to plaque build up in 

the carotid arteries.  80% OF STROKES ARE 

PREVENTABLE!  First Christian Church is hosting 

a Life Line Screening on Thursday, January 31st.  

Call 1-800-324-1851 for more information or to 

pre-register.  The cost of this screening is $45, or 

$129.00 for all four vascular tests.  They will also 

perform blood tests for complete lipid panels, 

diabetes and high-sensitivity C-reactive protein, 

factors in the blood that put us at higher risk for 

vascular disease.  All 3 blood tests are $99 or 

with the vascular package, just $70 or $199 total 

for all 7 tests.  (Please use the special church 

appointment number above, not the one in the 

local newspaper.  That numbers is for the 

community.) 

 

Violet 

Pauler 

has a 

1993 

For Tempo GL in good 

condition for sale.   

If you are interested, 

contact Pastor Bob. 

ELDERS & 

DIACONATE 

SEMINAR 

JANUARY  

25-26, 2008 

For more 

information, 

contact 

Pastor Bob  

 
 

SHOP 
AT 

STAPLES? 
 

Give them the 
churchõs phone 

number  
(620 -342-1582)  

and their Rewards 
Program will help 

the Church!   
THANKS!! 

SOS CASA of The Flint Hills  
(Court Appointed Special Advocates) 

NOW is the time to be a voice for abused and 
ulnslj{lk rpkz5 Pu Ltwvyph.z Q|kpjphs Kpz{ypj{
alone, there are more than 450 reported cases of 

child abuse and/or neglect reported each year.  Unfortunately, 
there is a serious lack of volunteers to help these children.  
Through volunteers like you, these vulnerable children will 
oh}l h }vpjl pu jv|y{5 `v| JHU thrl h kpmmlylujl pu h jopsk.z
life.  Please volunteer today.  For more information, contact 
Dena Russell at 620-343-2744 or by e-mail at 
drussell@soskansas.com 

SOS CASA of The Flint Hills / 25 W. 5th Avenue / P.O. Box 
1191 / Emporia, KS 66801 / Phone:  620-343-2744 / Fax:  

620-343-3070 

 



 

The Buck Foundation 
has several animals 

for adoption!  Contact 
Dorothy Matile at 

342-0640 or Mildred 
Caldwell at 342-2188 
if you could provide a 
safe, loving home for 

a needy animal! 
 

�h�&�K�X�U�F�K���&�K�D�W�i 
     TLYY` JOYPZ[THZ( [ol Hk}lu{ zlhzvu pz olyl huk p{.z {ptl {v nl{
½pu{v {ol tvvk(¾ ^l ohk h ilh|{pm|s ½Ohunpun vm {ol Nylluz¾ zly}pjl vu
the 2nd to start us off.  Sorry we had to miss a Sunday due to weather.  
However, we are still on course with two more to go.  Pastor Bob is 
kvpun h zlyplz vm tlzzhnlz vu {ol ½Wvshy L wylzz¾ zv kvu.{ tpzz v|{( Il pu ~vyzopw

on Sunday to catch the train.  FREE tickets are available at the door.  
The ride ends on the 24th with a special Christmas Eve Candlelight 
service at 8:00 p.m.  Invite someone to come with you! 
     Pm ¡v| ~v|sk sprl {v olsw zwylhk {ol ½Joypz{thz Zwpyp{¾ {v v{olyz3
come to the Presbyterian Manor on Sunday the 23rd.  Our Elders will 
present a 30 minute worship service at 2:00 p.m.  Come and see 
ztpspun mhjl yljlp}l {ol Zwpyp{ vm Joypz{thz5 Yltltily3 ½P{ pz tvyl
islzzlk {v np}l {ohu {v yljlp}l5¾ /Hj{z 97A:<0 Zll ¡v| Z|ukh¡( 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!                         

                                   Jan Wells ,  

Communication Chair 

Just a reminder!   
Please remember that if you are unable to fulfill your turn as a 
nyll{ly3 u|yzly¡ }vs|u{lly3 ~vyzopw slhkly3 jopskylu.z tlzzhnl
giver, server, etc., please find your own replacement.  Thanks! 

We want to 
celebrate 

with our dear 
friend  

Polly Hicks 
who enjoyed 

her 95th 
birthday on November 

17, 2007.  Polly is 
visiting her daughter in 
California and we wish 
her a Happy Birthday!    

~ Love from your 
friends at First 

Christian in Emporia!  

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�« 

     For inspirational reading, check out our December issue of 
Guideposts.  The stories are all true stories of hope and inspiration 
for the Christmas season.   
     Mvy {ovzl ~ov oh}l ylhk ½@7 Tpu|{lz pu Olh}lu¾ i¡ Kvu Wpwly3
~l oh}l {ol z{vy¡ vm ov~ ol z|y}p}lk spml huk {yhuzmvytlk spml.z
kpmmpj|s{plz {oyv|no Nvk.z nyhjl5 [ol ivvr ½Olh}lu pz Ylhs¾ pz h
D.W.F. memorial to Louise Gregory and Juanita Donelson. 
     We appreciate the donation of books from Harold & Jan 

Stevenson, Betty Hilton, Carol Rohling, Donna Breshears and Dana Sunderman.  
Plus we have many excellent Christmas books.  Visit our library for good reading.  
Our best wishes for a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year!        ~  Bernice 

Rider & Library Staff 

 
H Yljlu{ Sl{{lyº5 
 
½[ohur ¡v| mvy olswpun thrl Kpzjpwslz ^vysk pu{v hu h~hyk-winning source of 
news, information, and inspiration.  Your subscription has made possible the 
flourishing of the only journal of news, opinion, and mission for the Christian 
Jo|yjo /Kpzjpwslz vm Joypz{0¾5                     ~ Disciples World 
 
Check out the new December issues in the library! 

Attendance 
December 2, 2007  

Sunday School -  
Worship - 132 

 
December 9, 2007 

SS & Worship cancelled  
due to weather 

        Stewardship Report 
        December 2, 2007 
       Offering - $3,514.50 
Capital Campaign - $1,695.00 
 
        December 9, 2007 
         No report due to  
       inclement weather 
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