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1 Christian 
Church News 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
January 9, 2012 / Volume 61 ~ No. 1 

 

ñThe mission of First Christian Church is to inspire each other to reach 

out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our community by 

proclaiming the Gospel  of Jesus Christ.ò 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Learning Center Preschool ~ Page 4 

Follow the Star~ Page 6 
Camp Work Days~ Page 10 

Library News / Ways to Love ~ Page 11 
Stewardship Letter~ Page 12 

Church Ladies~ Page 14 
Pecans in the Cemetary~ Page 15 

 

January 12, 2012 
Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
January 13 & 14, 2012 

Clothes Closet Open Again 
January 16, 2012 

Martin Luther King Day 
NO Learning Center Preschool 

 
Monday, January 23, 2012 

Newsletter Deadline  
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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR BOB 2 15 

5. Community-Building: How 

are you help ing your 

congregation thrive, formally 

and informally?  

6. Action: Where have you 

been visible in your faith? What 

blocks you from action?  

7. Sense of Growth: Where 

have you served God this past 

year?  

8. Balance: How is your sense 

of living a balanced life? Do you 

keep Sabbath?  

9. Growing EdgeñStretching 

Beyond the Comfort Zone: If 

we accept that we are not 

living in the fullness of the 

kingdom, where are you called 

to focus in the coming year?  

10. Are there things that you 

need to let go of in order to 

make room in your life for 

more prayer or study or 

service to others?  

11. Are there things that you 

need to let go of in order to 

make more room for God in 

your life?  

   Some rather pointed 

questions, right?  Mark in your 

calendar to take this survey 

again, in 2013.  Letõs make 

2012 a year of growth in many 

ways. 

             Many Blessings 

             Pastor Bob 

   On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big, old pecan tree 
just inside the cemetery fence.  One day, two boys filled up a 
bucketful of nuts and sat down by the tree, out of sight, and began 
dividing the nuts. 
   'One for you, one for me, one for you, one for me,' said one boy.  
Several dropped and rolled down toward the fence. 
   Another boy came riding along the road on his bicycle.  As he 
passed, he thought he heard voices from inside the cemetery.  He 
slowed down to investigate.  Sure enough, he heard, 'One for you, 
one for me, one for you, one for me...' 
   He just knew what it was.  He jumped back on his bike and rode 
off.  Just around the bend he met an old man with a cane, hobbling 
along. 
   'Come here quick,' said the boy, 'you won't believe what I 
heard!  Satan and the Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up 
the souls!' 
   The man said, 'Beat it kid, can't you see it's hard for me to walk.'  
When the boy insisted though, the man hobbled slowly to the 
cemetery. 
   Standing by the fence they heard, 'One for you, one for me.  One 
for you, one for me.' 
   The old man whispered, 'Boy, you've been tellin' me the truth.  
Let's see if we can see the Lord...? 
   Shaking with fear, they peered through the fence, yet were still 
unable to see anything. The old man and the boy gripped the 
wrought iron bars of the fence tighter and tighter as they tried to get 
a glimpse of the Lord. 
   At last they heard, 'One for you, one for me.  That's all. Now let's 
go get those nuts by the fence and we'll be done...? 
   They say the old man had the lead for a good half-mile before the 
kid on the bike passed him. 
          ZOOM  ZOOM! 

      As we begin a 

New Year there is 

always some value in 

looking back as well 

as looking forward.  A ñSpiritual 

Check-upò was developed by 

Patricia Hayes, a consultant from 

The Alban Institute.  A check-up 

is good for us and I hope you 

will take this survey with me.  I 

suggest you do it when you have 

some time and not dead-tired.  

You might want to take some 

notes so, have a pen and some 

paper ready.  [And please!ðbe 

honest with yourself as you 

answer the questions.] 
1. Prayer: How has your prayer 

life been this past year? Blossom

-ing? Fading? Faltering? Open? 

Routine? Is this an area that 

needs more focus for you?  

2. Learning: What have you 

studied in the past year, formally 

or informally? What have you 

learned?  

3 .  W o r s h i p :  A r e  y o u 

worshipping at least weekly? 

How has that time been? Highs? 

Lows? Are you taking time to 

prepare or òjust showing upó?  

4. Leader Skills: Do you sense 

that your capacity to lead has 

increased? Are you observing 

the leadership of others? What 

are you learning?  

PECANS IN THE CEMETERY 



 

Nicholas Bacon, Marlene Bowman, Doris 
Douglas, Cheryl Dunning, Pam Edwards 
(riend of Dorothy Matile, cancer), Clyde 
Fillmore, David Goodell (friend of Sandy 

Wells, cancer), Gay Nita Grimm (teacher at EHS, friend of John 
Lexow & Susan Iwert, cancer), Les & Lois Housley, Wes Jones (son of 
Jan Jones), Ramona Langley, Trey Moore (grandson of Vicky Cole), 
Bernice Rider, Zak Schaefer (grandson of Mary Schaefer, Army), 
Diann Smith (breast cancer), Helen Spencer (friend of Mary 
Schaefer), Walter Spencer, Micky Spyres, Rev. John Turner (uncle of 
Amy Turner, tumor), Don White, Leon Wildberger, Gwen 
Zimmerman. 
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ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

January 1, 2012 
 

SS 25 / Worship: Early 8, Late  63 
 

January 8, 2012 
 
 

SS 31 / Worship: Early 6, Late 85 
 

GIVING RECORD 
 

January 1, 2012 ~ Offering - $1,949.50 / Capital - $777.50 
 

January 8, 2012 ~ Offering - $2,320.00 / Capital - $366.50 

   I want to thank my church family for the prayers, cards and food I 
received after my fall. 
   I also want to thank the Carolers.  That was one of the highlights 
for me during the Christmas Season. 
      Blessings 
      Mildred Steeves 

   The Churchôs sympathy is extended to the family 

and friends of Betty Bowman who entered new life in 

heaven on Saturday, January 7, 2012. 
 
 

PRAYER NEEDS / CHURCH LADIES 

Please call the office at 342-1582 if a name needs to be removed from the prayer list.  

SYMPATHY 

ATTENDANCE/OFFERING/THANK YOU/SYMPATHY 3 

 

Church Ladies With Typewriters/Computers 

THANK YOU 

 
 
 

PASTORôS HOURS 
 

and CONTACT INFO 
 

  M-W-TH  9--11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays  

are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

620-757-6298 (Cell)  

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail:  bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

They're Back!  Those wonderful Church Bulletins!  
Thank God for church ladies with typewriters or com-
puters. These sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) ac-
tually appeared in church bulletins or were announced 
in church services. 

 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  

--------------------------  
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' 
The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  

--------------------------  
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to 
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house. Bring your husbands.  

--------------------------  
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say 
'Hell' to someone who doesn't care much about you.  

--------------------------  

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com
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Welcome & Welcome Back! 
 

   Welcome back from winter break. 

We began the new year on 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012 for the 

MWF class and Thursday, January 5, 

2012 for the T/TH class. 

   Our theme for January is ñBears!ò  

At the end of the month we will 

explore interesting facts about Kansas. 

   We will have Show-and-Tell from 

January 4-6 and 9-12. 

TUITION 

   Donôt forget, tuition is due by the 10th of the month.  After the 10th 

there is a $5.00 late fee.  After the 15th there will be a $10.00 late fee. 
 

UPDATE 
The new year is a good time to update any changes to address, phone 

or e-mail.  Please let Mrs. Susan in the office know of those changes. 
 

NO SCHOOL 
There will be NO SCHOOL on 

Monday, January 16, 2012 for Martin 

Luther King Day. 

 

The 4 year old class acting out the 

Nativity Scene. 

 

 

 

  The 3 year old 

class acting out the Nativity 

Scene. 

 

 

ñChocolateò our 

class guinea pig. 

UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULE PRESCHOOL NEWS 
13 

 

January 15, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Parker Simmons 
Childrenôs Message ~ Barb Gimple 
Diaconate ~ Jill McGrath*, Nikki Simmons, Larry Gamblian 
Elder ~ Robert Wells 
Greeters ~ (N)  Robert & Janet Wells 
                 (S)  Joyce Cress, Barb Gimple 
Nursery ~ Janelle Norton / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Barb Gimple 
 

January 22, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Janece Bacon 
Childrenôs Message ~ Bob Colerick 
Diaconate ~ Karen Garnett*, Jake Dalton, Guy & Janece Bacon 
Elder ~ Marlene Hanson 
Greeters ~ (N)  Larry & Glenna Gamblian 
               ~ (S)  George & Ruth Ford 
Nursery ~ John Lexow / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Robert Wells 
 
January 29, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Debbie Peck 
Childrenôs Message ~ Cindy Lexow 
Diaconate ~ Carl* & Lana Richardson, Debbie Peck & Glenn Boyce 
Elder ~ Judy Moore 
Greeters ~ (N)  Carl & Lana Richardson 
               ~ (S)  Alberta Brinkman & Norma Leonard 
Nursery ~ Cindy Lexow / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Nancy LeClear 
 

February 5, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Marie Harding 
Childrenôs Message ~ Jaylene Arnett 
Diaconate ~ Joyce Cress*, Marvin Reece, Carol Rhoades, Joan Shumate 
Elder ~ Marie Harding 
Greeters ~ (N)  Guy & Janece Bacon 
               ~ (S)  Joan Shumate, Mary Morriss 
Nursery ~ Richard Becker / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ LeRoy Garnett 
 



 

12 5 STEWARDSHIP ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

January  Birthdays 

01 Ruth Ford 
01 Bonnie Schaefer 
02 Pat Mercer 
05 Quentin Coffman 
05 Bessie McCartney 
09 Travis Milner 
09 Ted Williams 
10 Erma Mae Jones 
10 Nancy Mayer 
11 Kindra Garnett 
11 Leonard Werner 
12 Allyson Lauxman 
15 Colter Richardson 
15 Treva Stuck 
17 Glendon Iverson 
18 John Lexow 
21 Brenda Hall 
22 Charles Wilhite 
26 Marie Kelley  
26 Curtis Rhoades 
26 Tyler Tilton 

   Matthew 6:21  "For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also." 
 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

The Stewardship Campaign for the 2012-2013 

church year is underway!  We are excited about the 

programming and ministries we, as a Church family, have 

been doing, and look forward to building on those in the 

future.  Let's share in visioning for the future by GIVING 

FROM THE HEART to reach out through worship, nurturing, 

service, and evangelism.  Please prayerfully consider your 

role in continuing to make this a ñChurch with a Heartñ and 

join in celebrating on Consecration Sunday, January 29, 2012 

when our Estimates of Giving will be dedicated.   
 

Marie Harding and Betty Richardson  

Stewardship Ministry Co-Chair 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Some people have a thoughtful way of living, a happiness 

they bring to every day  

In the helpful things they do for other people, the smiles they 

share, the caring words they say. 

In every happy time or treasured memory, it seems they've 

played a very special part ï  

Some people have a thoughtful way of living that comes from 

always giving from the heart.  

      Amanda Bradley 

 

Thank you for all the thoughtful ways you give 

from the heart. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

27 Ethan Francis 
28 Sadj Davis  
29 Ed Mercer, Jr. 
29 Stanley Smith 
29 Joe Witten 
30 Robert White 
31 Tim Norton  
31  Walter Spencer 
31 Kerry Willoughby 

January Anniversaries 

28 Larry & Glenna Gamblian 



 

6 11 FOLLOW THE STAR LIBRARY NEWS / WAYS TO LOVE 

 

 
 

   After a winter elementary school concert, a 
student came into her teacherôs room and asked 
what ñpet the hamò meant.  When told the teacher 
had no idea, the little girl became upset and said, 
ñYou should know.  They sang it at our program.ò 
   Still not understanding her, the teacher calmed 
her down and asked her to tell exactly where she 
heard it.  She sang, ñFollow that star, follow that 

star to pet the ham.ò 
   Are you ñfollowing that star to Bethlehem?ò  And if you are, are 
you following it for the right reasons? 
   Epiphany is the annual event that allows us all to recheck our 
spiritual compasses taking a moment to examine exactly what course 
our life is on and who or what we are following. 
   Everyone in life has to follow someone.  We all hitch our wagon to 
a star of some sort.  Epiphany Sundays point us to Jesus and say, 
ñFollow That Star.ò 
   But there are a lot of different reasons people follow a star.  Some 
do it to find wealth...to pet the ham...to reach for the gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 
   Think of what happens when a character in a movie jumps in the 
back of a waiting cab and yells at the driver ñFollow that car!ò 
   Youôre now on a journey you donôt know where it will take you.  
You will go on side roads, alleyways, etc. that you never expected 
and didnôt even know existed. 
   That is what happens when you follow the Jesus star. 
   We all start at different places when we decide to Follow That Star. 
   But no matter where your journey begins, if we faithfully ñFollow 
That Starò our destination is determined.  We will come into the 
Light.  We will experience the One 
who is The Way, The Truth, and The 
Life.  We will come to the baby, 
lying in his motherôs arms, to the 
rabbi preaching, teaching and healing 
all over the countryside, to the Son of 
God handing on the cross, to the 
risen Savior standing by our side and 
calling us into the Light. 
 
Copied from Chaplain Denny Bell  
Kansas Christian Home 

LOVE FOR THE NEW YEAR 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

   D.W.F. has given the following books in memory of Betty  

Worchester.  From the Daughters of Blessing Series, all by 

Lauraine Snelling: 

    A Touch of Grace, Sophieôs Dilemma  and Rebeccaôs Reward. 

   Cindy Lexow has given us, Renew Your Congregation, Healing 

the Sick and Raising the Dead by William T. McConnell. 

   We are featuring books on Prayer on the book cart this month. 

   Start the year out right by staying inside where it is warm and 

reading a good book from our library. 

      The Library Staff  

   Karen, Janice and Luella 



 

10 7 PANTRY / SUMMER CAMP CLEANUP NEWSLETTER INFO / SECRET PLACE / E-MAIL 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES! 
We publish a newsletter every two weeks.   

The following Mondays are the deadlines for news 

you want in the upcoming newsletter: 

January 23, 2012, & February 6, 2012 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ON LINE &  

ON FACEBOOK 
If you would like to read the newsletter online, our Web 

Page is at www.fccemporia.org.  Click on ñNewsò and 

select the one youôd like to read.  All editions are 

available.  Let the church office know if you would like to 

be added to the e-mail list for receiving the newsletter even 

faster, plus you get to see the clip art in color! 

Also, check us out on Facebook for upcoming events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PANTRY UPDATE! 
 

   During the month of December, First 
Christian Church assisted 27 people, with 21 
bags of food.  Your generosity and caring 
made this possible.  Thank You! 

Camp Work Days  

Set for Spring! 
 

   Itôs that time of year again to begin 

preparing for summer camp. 

   The 2012 Work Days are March 1-

3 and May 17-19.  Tasks include 

winter cleanup, painting, and repairs 

of all kinds, so there is something 

that everyone will be able to do. 

   Come for any portion of those days; work begins Thursday mid-

morning and ends mid-day Saturday.  There is no cost for food or 

housing but please let Steve Martin know that you are coming so 

they can feed you well! 

 

smartin@kansasdisciples.org  

or  

785-266-2914 

 

The following items are used in the pantry: 

     Cereals, Boxed or Oatmeal Pork & Beans or other beans 

     Chicken/Tuna/Meats  Ramen Noodles 

     Canned Fruit Rice & Beans, boxes/bags 

     Mac ón Cheese  Soups, Can/Packets 

     Non-Perishable Foods  Spaghetti & Sauce 

     Peanut Butter & Jelly  Toilet Paper 

     Popcorn, Microwave Vegetables, canned 

                  plus anything else you would like to donate! 

 

THE SECRET PLACE  

Devotions for Daily Worship 
 

    The WINTER 2011-2012  
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) Secret Place daily  
devotional booklets are on the hall table.   
    Only $1.00 per copy.   

CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

To e-mail Pastor Bob, our Senior Minister, 

write to: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Robert, our financial secretary, 

write to: fccfinancials@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Susan, the Church Secretary,  

write to: fccoffices@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Suzanne, our Preschool Director,  

write to: fcclcp@yahoo.com 
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