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1 Christian 
Church News 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
October 31, 2011 / Volume 60 ~ No. 22 

 

ñThe mission of First Christian Church is to inspire each other to reach 

out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our community by 

proclaiming the Gospel  of Jesus Christ.ò 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Learning Center Preschool ~ Page 4 

Rummage Sale ~ Page 6 
Library News ~ Page 11 
Christian Ed ~ Page 12 

Thanksgiving Inserts ~ Page 14 
LCP Halloween Pictures ~ Page 15 

Veterans DayĲNov. 11, 2011 
 

Friday & Saturday.  
November 11 &12, 2011 

Rummage Sale 
 

Sunday, November 13 & 20, 
Thanksgiving Offering 

 

Monday, November 14, 2011 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

Wednesday, November 30, 2011 
ĶChristmas Carolķ Bible Study 
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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR BOB 2 15 
LEARNING CENTER PRESCHOOL HALLOWEEN 

There is a time for 

everythingé 

a time to be born and a 

time to dieé  

a time to weep and a time 

to laugh,  

a time to mourn and a time 

to danceé  

This Sunday, as we 

celebrate (as in remember and 

give thanks for) those cherished 

members of our church who have 

gone on to new life; we will also 

honor them and recall their 

contribution to this church and 

Godôs Kingdom. 

Paul tells us in 1 

Corinthians 15:26, The last enemy 

to be destroyed is death.  That 

may be true, but in the meantime, 

we are left with an empty and 

wounded spirit at the loss of our 

loved one.  But even though our 

loved ones are separated from us 

by a silent river or an ocean, we 

can still rejoice that our loved 

ones are alive and well in Godôs 

Kingdom, patiently waiting for 

usðand are a part of the 

ñheavenly bleachers,ò cheering us 

on. 

We do well on All Saints 

Sunday to remember the words of 

Jesus, understanding that we need 

to recall both the saint and the 

promise that sustained them:  You 

will grieve, but your grief will 

turn to joy.  (John 16:20, NIV) 

                         BLESSINGS, 
                         Pastor Bob 

Learning Center Preschool  

Halloween Party as students 

march through the halls at 

First Christian Church. 

 

REFLECTIONS 
 

     This Sunday, 

November 6, is 

All Saints Sunday 

and as part of our 

worship this 

Sunday we will be remembering 

those of our congregation who have 

entered new life in heaven since last 

All Saints Day.  Commemorating 

those faithful departed is a tradition 

in the greater Church that goes back 

hundreds of years.  We read in 

Hebrews that we are ésurrounded 

by such a great cloud of 

witnessesé (Hebrews 12:1) so it is 

encouraging and instructive to 

celebrate the saints of all 

generations. 

     We, typically, ñcelebrateò the 

lives of those we have loved who 

are now past.  But if we are honest 

with ourselves we may not feel like 

celebratingðwe feel more like 

grieving.  We, of course, are 

thankful to have had our loving 

relationships but to celebrate is a 

little too much for us, especially if 

those we love have departed 

recently.  We may understand the 

idea, but, in reality, we donôt feel 

like it.  Grief, remorse, fear, even 

anger are all part of how God made 

us.  They are marks of our 

humanity.  To feel otherwise would 

be to deny our humanity.  As the 

writer of Ecclesiastes (3:1-4) says:  
 



 

Nicholas Bacon, Marlene Bowman, Doris 
Douglas, Cheryl Dunning, Clyde Fillmore, 
David Goodell (friend of Sandy Wells, 
cancer), Gay Nita Grimm (teacher at EHS, 

friend of John Lexow & Susan Iwert, cancer), Les & Lois Housley, 
Daniel Kimberlin, Ramona Langley, Trey Moore (grandson of Vicky 
Cole), Bernice Rider, Helen Spencer (friend of Mary Schaefer), 
Micky Spyres, Garrett Truskett (grandson of Wilma Lindsey), Rev. 
John Turner (uncle of Amy Turner, tumor), Don White, Leon 
Wildberger, Betty Worcester,  

Upcoming Sunday Bulletins on November 

13 and 20, 2011 will have Thanksgiving 

Offering inserts and envelopes included in 

them.  So you are aware, the Thanksgiving 

Offering provides direct support to the 

Colleges, Universities, Seminaries and 

Divinity Houses of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  Our institutions of 

Higher Education train and equip leaders for the church and the 

world.  Your support this higher education is appreciated. 
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ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

October 23, 2011 
 

SS 33 / Worship: Early 5, Late  96 
 

October 30, 2011 
SS 25/ Worship: Early 9, Late 81 
 

GIVING RECORD 
 

October 23, 2011 ~ Offering - $1,727.50 / Capital - $335.50 
 

October 30, 2011 ~ Offering - $2,771.50 / Capital - $755.50 
 
JUST A REMINDER 

Remember that if you are unable to fulfill 
your turn as a greeter, nursery volunteer, 
worship leader, childrenôs message giver, 
server, etc.,  please find your own 
replacement and let the church office know.  
Thanks! 

 
 
 

COMING SOONĲWATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION 
   A ĶChristmas Carolķ, our winter bible study, will be 
conducted by Cindy Lexow.  They will meet for four 
weeks starting November 30, 2011, so plan ahead and 
mark your calendars now. 

 
                                                    

PASTORôS HOURS 
 

and CONTACT INFO 
 

 M-W-TH      9--11 a.m.  

      & 2-- 4 p.m.  

 Fridays & Saturdays  

 are by appointment 

 

 620-342-1582 (Church) 

 620-757-6298 (Cell) 

PRAYER NEEDS / THANKS OFFERING / PRAYER CHAIN 

Please call the office at 342-1582 if a name needs to be removed from the prayer list.  

ATTENDANCE & GIVING / CONTACT INFORMATION 3 

 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If youôd like to be added as a person who 
will pray on the DWF prayer chain & be 
notified when people need prayer OR if 
you have a prayer need for yourself or 
anyone else, please contact Jeanice Miller 
@ 343-9592 or Luella Hush @ 342-2493. 
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NEWS 
 

   Novemberôs theme is Food! Food! 

Food! Chef Combo discovering different 

types of food, where food comes from 

and why our bodies need food. 

   Several cooking activities are planned 

throughout the month.  Also a grocery 

store will be set up in the dramatic play 

area so if you have empty and clean 

food boxes and/or cartons that the children could play with, bring 

them to the church office and we will pick them up.  Any donations 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

LIBRARY TIME 
 

   The M-W-F class has begun Friday Library time.  We like to have 

parents, grandparents and even church  members volunteer to be guest 

story readers.  This is a wonderful way for members of First Christian 

Church to become a part of the preschool, so please volunteer. (Sign up 

sheets are upstairs on top of the LCP mailbox cubbies.) 

 

NO SCHOOL DATES 

      Friday,  November 11, 2011ðVeteranôs Day  

      November 23-25, 2011ð-Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
 

PANCAKE FUND RAISER 
 

   A big THANK YOU to all who helped with the 

pancake feed fundraiser.  It was a huge success both as a 

fundraiser generating funds for the preschool, and as a 

time for fellowship with others.  We appreciate the 

volunteer help from Emporia High School students and 

Emporia State University Sororities who volunteered 

their time with us. 

 

TUITION 
   Donôt forget, tuition is due by the 10th of the month. 

UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULE PRESCHOOL NEWS 
13 

November 6, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Allyson Lauxman 
Childrenôs Message ~ Cindy Lexow 
Diaconate ~ Larry Breshears*, Emily Lauxman, Joe & Bonnie Denson 
Elder ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Greeters ~ (N)  David & Carolyn Meierhoff 
               ~ (S)  John & Cindy Lexow 
Nursery ~ Janelle Norton / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Cindy Lexow 
 

November 13, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Marie Harding 
Childrenôs Message ~ Jaylene Arnett 
Diaconate ~ Janelle* & Tim Norton, Alan & Betty Richardson 
Elder ~ Marlene Hanson 
Greeters ~ (N)  Larry & Glenna Gamblian 
               ~ (S)  Jill McGrath & Judy Moore 
Nursery ~ John Lexow / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Robert Chatham 
 

November 20, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Morgan Lauxman 
Childrenôs Message ~ Judy Moore 
Diaconate ~ Richard Becker*, Jeanice Miller, Jeff & Vickie Cole 
Elder ~ Cameron Moore 
Greeters ~ (N)  David & Carolyn Meierhoff 
                 (S)  Joyce Cress & Barb Gimple 
Nursery ~ Cindy Lexow / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Carl Richardson 
 

November 27, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Jill McGrath 
Childrenôs Message ~ Marlene Hanson 
Diaconate ~ Jill McGrath*, Nikki Simmons, Larry Gamblian 
Elder ~ Judy Moore 
Greeters ~ (N)  Carl & Lana Richardson 
               ~ (S)  George & Ruth Ford 
Nursery ~ Richard Becker / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Jaylene Arnett 
 



 

12 5 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  BIBLE READINGS / ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
November 

Anniversaries 
15 LeRoy & Karen 
       Garnett 
November Birthdays 

01 Jaylene Arnett 
02 Glenn Greenlee 
03 Vicki Thornton 
04 George Arnett 
04 McKenna LeClear 
04 Carol Rhoades 
07 Brandon Adams 
08 Rick Frevert 
08 Adam Harding  
08 Jerry Marshall 
09 Brett Schaefer 
10 Bill Coburn 
10 Vicki Cole 
10 Duane Ginavan 
12 Bonnie Iverson 
13    Shirley Ayers 
14    Rayanna Breshears 
14      Carolyn Meierhoff 
14 David Meierhoff 
15 Anita Imhoff 
15 Vel Lukert 
16 Adam Ewy 
16 Chuck Ewy 
17 Jennifer Dalton 
21 Randi Dalton 
23 Marie Harding 
23 Laurie Kurzen 
24 Carolyn Kuhn 
25 Dana Witten 
28 Richard Headrick 
30 David Harding  
30 William Hopkins 

Nov. 6, 2011 
Sun ~ 1 Pet 1-3 
Mon ~ Deut 10-12 
Tue ~ 2 Chr 33-36 
Wed ~ Ps 128-130 
Thu ~ Eccl 5-6 
Fri ~ Haggai 
Sat ~ Acts 13-14 

 

Nov. 13, 2011 
Sun ~ 1 Pet 4-5 
Mon ~ Deut 13-15 
Tue ~ Ezra 1-5 
Wed ~ Ps 131-133 
Thu ~ Eccl 7-8 
Fri ~ Zechariah 1-7 
Sat ~ Acts 15-16 

Christian Education Ministry News 

     Believe it or not, we are fast 

approaching the Holiday Season.  

Christian Education is planning an 

event for Christmas on Sunday, 

December 18, 2011.  On that day, we 

are asking all  Sunday School classes 

to meet in Fellowship Hall for an 

intergenerational Sunday School, and calling it our Christmas 

Class.  This even includes the round table discussion group that 

meets in the parlor.   

     Christian Education feels it is important from time to time to 

mix our seniors with our youth.  It is a way of getting 

acquainted with our fellow Christians.  For our Christmas Class 

we will have at least one craft that we can do together, and an 

interactive story time with audience participation.  We have 

entitled our event ñCELEBRATE THE CHILD.ò   

     We are asking the various Sunday School class members to 

submit a Cherished Christmas Memory to the Christian 

Education Ministry Team.  These are to be turned in by 

December 11th.  We will sort through them, write them up, and 

then on the morning of the 18th, we will present them to the 

Christmas Class and have people guess whose memory each 

one is.  This will be a major part of the morningôs activities. 

     The success of this event depends entirely on you and your 

participation.  So donôt be a scrooge!  Come join us for some 

Holiday cheer.  Also, Christmas cookies and drink will be 

provided. 

  LeRoy Garnett & John Lexow, Co-Chair 

 

There will be no Sunday School on 

Sunday, December 25, 2011, and 

Worship is planning only one service to 

begin at 10:00 a.m. 

This schedule takes us 

through the Bible in a year 

and breaks down our daily 

readings into categories: 

Sun. ~ Epistles 

Mon. ~ The Law  

Tue. ~ History 

Wed. ~ Psalms  

Thu. ~ Poetry  

Fri. ~ Prophecy  

Sat. ~ Gospels  

Enjoy reading  

His Word daily! 
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RUMMAGE SALE / EVANGELISM 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

   We have the following new books ready to be checked out. 
 

1225 Christmas Tree Lane by Debbie Macomber from Jan Jones 

as a memorial for Helen Price. 
 

The Healing by Wanda E. BrunsetterðKentucky Brother Series 

#2 from Rosalie Stanley Memorial Funds. 
 

Suzanne MacGregor has given us the following books: 
 

   The Rosschers Courtship by Laurie Kingery  
 

   Piers Plowman by William Langland 
 

   Moll Flanders by Daniel Defue 
 

   Now You See Her by Joy Fielding 
 

   The Doctorôs Mission by Debbie Kaufman 
 

   Snowflake Bride by Jillian Hart 
 

   An Honorable Gentleman by Regina Scott 
 

   Unlawfully Wedded Bride by Nuella Marchand 
 

   Family Blessings by Anna Schmidt 
 

   Rocky Mountain Proposal by Pamela Nissen 
 

   Marrying the Major by Victoria Byliss 
 

   Marrying the Preacherôs Daughter by Cheryl St. John 
 

   Magic Hour by Kristan Hannah 
 

   We hope you come to the library and check out one of these new 

listings or any of our others books.  We have such a selection there 

is sure to be something that will catch your eye and you will enjoy. 

   Remember, we donôt have time limits, so cozy up to a good book 

today. 

     The Library Staff  

 
 

 

Rummage Sale 
Friday, November 11, 2011  
from 1 p.m. ð 6 p.m. 

and 
Saturday, November 12, 2011 
from 8:30 a.m. ð 3 p.m. 

 

     The time is here to bring your unique 
items that you want to donate to our 

annual rummage sale. We will be sorting and organizing for 
the sale from now on, so bring your items sooner rather 
than later.  We need help getting ready for the sale as well 
as during the sale.  Watch for the sign up sheets and 
volunteer to work a shift or all day to help out with this 
yearly money making project.  This is a great time for fun 
and fellowship while working on a worthwhile project. 

Barb Gimple, Coordinator 
 
 

 I AM MY CHURCH 
ñMy church is composed of people like me.  We 

make it what it is, 
It will be friendly, if I am 

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 
It will do great work, if I work. 

It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I 
am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship,  
If I bring them. 

It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and 
A church with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled 

with these traits. 
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of 

being all the things I want my church to be.ò 

THOUGHT FROM THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 



 

10 7 PANTRY / THANK YOU NEWSLETTER INFO / SECRET PLACE / E-MAIL 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES! 
We publish a newsletter every two weeks.   

The following Mondays are the deadlines for news 

you want in the upcoming newsletter: 

November 14, 2011, & November 28, 2011 
 
 

NEWSLETTER ON LINE 
If you would like to read the newsletter online, 

our Web Page is at www.fccemporia.org.   

Click on ñNewsò and select the  

one youôd like to read. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PANTRY UPDATE! 
 

    In October we assisted 32 people with 22 

bags of food.  Thank you for being a part 

of this community service. 

   Thank you to all who filled in for me while I was on vacation.  My 

husband and I took a bus tour of the New England Fall Foliage and 

found western Pennsylvania had the most colorful trees. 

   We saw the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, walked part of the 

Freedom Trail in Boston, toured the Sainte Anne De Beaupre church 

in Quebec, visited the Olympic Village in Montreal, toured the PA 

state capital, ate lunch at a maple sugar farm and learned how they 

tap trees and boil the sap to make maple syrup; we visited a vineyard 

and ate grapes off the vine while learning how they have to protect 

the vines in a cold climate; saw some of the craftsmanship of the 

Amish in Lancaster County, PA and toured the battlefields of 

Gettysburg and marveled at the war monuments. 

   While it was fun to get away, see and experience a different area 

of the country, we were glad to return to the comfortable and 

familiar.  Thank you for your help so that I could enjoy time away. 

Susan Iwert, Church Secretary 

The following items are used in the pantry: 

     Cereals, Boxed or Oatmeal Pork & Beans or other beans 

     Chicken/Tuna/Meats  Ramen Noodles 

     Canned Fruit Rice & Beans, boxes/bags 

     Mac ón Cheese  Soups, Can/Packets 

     Non-Perishable Foods  Spaghetti & Sauce 

     Peanut Butter & Jelly  Toilet Paper 

     Popcorn, Microwave Vegetables, canned 

                  plus anything else you would like to donate! 

Donations are always appreciated. 
 

THE SECRET PLACE  

Devotions for Daily Worship 
 

    The WINTER 2011-2012  
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) Secret Place daily  
devotional booklets have just arrived.   
    Located on the hall table, they are still 
only $1.00 per copy.   
    Past editions are FREE and there are a 
couple of those left, also located on the 
hall table. 

CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

To e-mail Pastor Bob, our Senior Minister, 

write to: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Robert, our financial secretary, 

write to: fccfinancials@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Susan, the Church Secretary,  

write to: fccoffices@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Suzanne, our Preschool Director,  

write to: fcclcp@yahoo.com 
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