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1 Christian 
Church News 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
November 28, 2011 / Volume 60 ~ No. 24 

 

ñThe mission of First Christian Church is to inspire each other to reach 

out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our community by 

proclaiming the Gospel  of Jesus Christ.ò 
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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR BOB 2 15 BE THANKFUL / LIVE NATIVITY / OPEN HOUSE 

     Our quest brings us to 

another truth:  we long for 

Godôs intervention in our lives.  

Like the contemporaries of the 

Psalmist and people of all 

generations, we need a word of 

hope and assurance.  We long 

for a relationship with God. 

     From whence cometh our 

hope?  Advent comes along 

every year to remind us that 

hope (and assurance and 

meaning in our lives) is found 

only in the shining face of God.  

Today, we need God, not a 

message, not a text, not 

anything less than God. 

     The Psalms, including 80, 

are full of beautiful imagery 

that speaks to us at 

Christmastime with our visions 

of candles, stars and light.  But 

we donôt want imagery.  We 

donôt want the frills and 

accessories of Christmas.  We 

want to know of a loving 

Godéa God that is with usé

that life is more than tinsel. 

     We cry out silently for God 

to save uséand guess what?  

God does.  Advent is a message 

of the certainty of Godôs Love 

and Grace.  

                        BLESSINGS, 

                        Pastor Bob 

Be Thankful that you donôt already have everything 

you desire.  If you did, what would there be to look 

forward to? 
 

Be thankful when you donôt know something as it gives you the 

opportunity to learn. 
 

Be thankful for the difficult times.  During those times you grow. 
 

Be thankful for your mistakes.  They will teach you valuable 

lessons. 
 

Be thankful when youôre tired and weary, because it means 

youôve made a difference. 
 

Itôs easy to be thankful for the good things.  A life of rich 

fulfillment comes to those who are also thankful for the setbacks. 

 

 

 Interested in being part of the Live Nativity from 6-8 

p.m. on Friday, December 23, 2011?  Contact Barb Gimple 

for more information and to sign up. 

 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
 * * * Nativity Collection * * * 

Sunday, December 4, 2011, 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

KUHN-BA-YA 

One Room School & Mr. Kôs Bike Museum 

1929 Road 175 

Directions:  From I-35, Exit 138, north to Road 

175, then east 1.3 miles or from Exit 141, north to 

Road 175, then west 1.8 miles.  See bicycles at the 

gate.  Special Needs ramp on the south side of 

school.   Please come!      

John and Carolyn Kuhn 

In Psalm 80, there is a 

scripture that speaks 

to us as we begin the 

Christmas Season. 
3 Restore us, O God; 

make your face shine upon us, 

that we may be saved.  
     The Psalmist uses the same 

words in vss. 7 and 19.  The 

most important word of these 

passages seems to be ñrestore,ò 

which conjures in our minds a 

state of loss.  To restore means 

to regain that which has been 

lost.  Maybe the Psalmist had in 

mind a time when the people 

were closer to God.  The 

Psalmist seems to suggest, in the 

word ñrestore,ò a theme that 

speaks to the spiritual hunger 

which exists in all of usð

perhaps something we once had 

but has somehow slipped from 

our grasp.  

     If so, at least part of the 

problem we face daily is our 

quest for meaning in life.  A 

great need, we, as humans, must 

deal with is finding that light or 

lantern that will light our path.  

What we need is a Savior, the 

Light of the World, to come into 

our lives and reveal the truthð

and perhaps remind us that the 

treasure weôve been seeking isnôt 

the true treasure after all. 



 

Nicholas Bacon, Marlene Bowman, Doris 
Douglas, Cheryl Dunning, Clyde Fillmore, 
David Goodell (friend of Sandy Wells, 
cancer), Gay Nita Grimm (teacher at EHS, 

friend of John Lexow & Susan Iwert, cancer), Les & Lois Housley, 
Wes Jones (son of Jan Jones), Daniel Kimberlin, Ramona Langley, 
Trey Moore (grandson of Vicky Cole), Bernice Rider, Zak Schaefer 
(grandson of Mary Schaefer, Army), Diann Smith (breast cancer), 
Helen Spencer (friend of Mary Schaefer), Micky Spyres, Mildred 
Steeves, Bea Stine, Rev. John Turner (uncle of Amy Turner, tumor), 
Leonard Wagner (surgery), Don White, Leon Wildberger. 

 

     The Sunday Bulletin on December 11 and 18, 2011 

will have a Christmas Offering insert and envelope.  So 

you are aware, the Christmas Offering provides support 

for a variety of places the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) support including:  Hispanic ministries; 

Disciples Center at Camp Tawakoni; camping 

experience for kids with Muscular Dystrophy and 

cancer; congregational support from Minister of Stewardship 

Education; and sharing a vision that together as a regional church we 

can help bring wholeness to a fragmented world. 
 

The Clothes Closet will be closed for the 

holidays on the following dates: 

   Friday  Saturday 

  12/23/11  12/24/11 

  12/30/11  12/31/11 

We will reopen Friday, January 6, 2012. 

See you then! 
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ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

November 20, 2011 
 

SS 36/ Worship: Early 10, Late  109 
 

November 27, 2011 
SS 31 / Worship: Early 2, Late 118 

 

GIVING RECORD 
 

November 20, 2011 ~ Offering - $1,508.00 / Capital - $228.00 
 

November 27, 2011 ~ Offering - $2,838.00 / Capital - $537.00 
 

JUST A REMINDER 
 

Remember that if you are unable to fulfill 
your turn as a greeter, nursery volunteer, 
worship leader, childrenôs message giver, 
server, etc.,  please find your own 
replacement and let the church office know.  
Thanks! 

 
 

 

PRAYER NEEDS / ENVELOPES / CLOTHES CLOSET 

Please call the office at 342-1582 if a name needs to be removed from the prayer list.  

ATTENDANCE & GIVING / CONTACT INFORMATION 3 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The CLOTHES CLOSET 

You donôt have to be afraid of Praising God too much; 
unlike humans, He never gets a big head! 

     PASTORôS HOURS 
 

and CONTACT INFO 
 

       M-W-TH      9 -- 11 a.m.  

            &   2 -- 4 p.m.  

 Fridays & Saturdays  

 are by appointment 

 

 620-342-1582 (Church) 

 620-757-6298 (Cell)  

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail:  

 bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com
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NEWS 
 

   We are getting ready to celebrate 

Christmas by decorating the classroom 

and making Christmas presents for people 

we love. 
 

Christmas Wish Tree 
It has become a LCP Christmas tradition 

for us to decorate a tree with our 

classroom Christmas wishes.  If you 

would like to give to the classroom in this way, be looking for the tree 

in the hallway. 
 

LCP FUND RAISER, Thursday, December 8, 2011, from 5-8 p.m. 
These following home based businessô will have tables set up in 

Fellowship Hall on Thursday, December 8, 2011, from 5-8 p.m.  Come 

browse, shop for Christmas or find something special for yourself.  

What an easy way to Christmas shop while supporting the Learning 

Center Preschool at the same time. 

 Mary Kay  Sarah Satterfield 

 31 Bags  Kelly Wagaman 

 Pampered Chef TBA 

 Gold Candles  Bre Frevert Johnson 

This is just a partial list of venders with more planning to attend.   
 

TUITION 
   Donôt forget, tuition is due by the 10th of the month.  After the 10th 

there is a $5.00 late fee.  After the 15th there will be a $10.00 late fee. 
 

Classroom Parties & Last Day of School before Winter Break 
M-W-F Class Wednesday, December 21, 2011 at 10:40 a.m. 

T/Th Class Thursday, December 22, 2011 at 10:40 a.m. 

 

Winter Break 
We will be on winter break starting Friday, December 23, 2011 until 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012 for the MWF class and Thursday, January 

5, 2012 for the T/TH class. 

Show and Tell will be January 4-13, 2012.   

 

UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULE PRESCHOOL NEWS 
13 

December 4, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Parker Simmons  
Childrenôs Message ~ Nancy LeClear 
Diaconate ~ Karen Garnett*, Jake Dalton, Guy & Janece Bacon 
Elder ~ Marie Harding 
Greeters ~ (N)  Guy & Janece Bacon 
               ~ (S)  Alberta Brinkman, Norma Leonard 
Nursery ~ Debbie Peck / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Jill McGrath 
 

December 11, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Judy Moore   
Childrenôs Message ~ Jeff Cole 
Diaconate ~ Carl* & Lana Richardson, Debbie Peck, Joyce Cress 
Elder ~ Donna Breshears 
Greeters ~ (N)  Richard Becker & Robert Chatham 
               ~ (S)  Joan Shumate & Mary Morriss 
Nursery ~ Jennifer Dalton / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Janece Bacon 
 

December 18, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Allyson Lauxman 
Advent Candles ~ Arnett & German Families 
Childrenôs Message ~ Vicky Allen 
Diaconate ~ Joyce Cress*, Marvin Reece, Carol Rhoades, Joan Shumate 
Elder ~ Jaylene Arnett 
Greeters ~ (N)  Joe & Bonnie Denson 
                 (S)  Wanda Davis & Betty Wright 
Nursery ~ Judy Moore / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Marlene Hanson 
 

December 25, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Morgan Lauxman  
Childrenôs Message ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Diaconate ~ Larry Breshears*, Emily Lauxman, Joe & Bonnie Denson 
Elder ~ Robert Wells 
Greeters ~ (N)  Carl & Rita Headrick 
               ~ (S)  LeRoy & Karen Garnett 
Nursery ~ Nikki Simmons / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Marie Harding 



 

12 5 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  BIBLE READINGS / ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
December Anniversaries 

10 Jody & Penny Fleming (1995) 
15  Bob & Torchy Duncan 
24  Bill & Anita Imhoff (1984) 

 

December Birthdays 
 

01 Cameron Moore 
02 Reece Johnson 
02 Chad Kurzen 
05 Kate Smith 
06 Dean Grisell 
07 Donna Breshears 
08  Thomas Beeman 
08 Rachael LeClear 
10 Richard Kellison 
11 David Harris 
12 Mike LeClear 
13 Craig Pruitt 
14 Dan Cline 
14 Duane Monroe 
15 Kristi Smith 
15 Traci Smith 
17 Krista Harding  
17 Justin Richardson 
18 Jon Breshears  
18 Cindy Lexow 
19 Marjorie Rose 
20 Becky Ewy 
20 Sheila Steinkuhler 
24 Lougene Marsh 
25 Barbara Gimple 
30 Misty Knight 

Dec. 4, 2011 
Sun ~ 1 John 4-5 
Mon ~ Deut 23-25 
Tue ~ Neh 5-9 
Wed ~ Ps 140-142 
Thu ~ Song 1-2 
Fri ~ Rev. 1-6 
Sat ~ Acts 21-22 

 

Dec. 11, 2011 
Sun ~ 2 John  

Mon ~ Deut 26-28 
Tue ~ Neh 10-13 
Wed ~ Ps 143-145 
Thu ~ Song 3-4 
Fri ~ Rev 7-11 
Sat ~ Acts 23-24 

Christian Education Ministry News 

     Believe it or not, we are fast 

approaching the Holiday Season.  

Christian Education is planning an 

event for Christmas on Sunday, 

December 18, 2011.  On that day, we 

are asking all  Sunday School classes 

to meet in Fellowship Hall for an 

intergenerational Sunday School, and calling it our Christmas 

Class.  This even includes the round table discussion group that 

meets in the parlor.   

     Christian Education feels it is important from time to time to 

mix our seniors with our youth.  It is a way of getting 

acquainted with our fellow Christians.  For our Christmas Class 

we will have at least one craft that we can do together, and an 

interactive story time with audience participation.  We have 

entitled our event ñCELEBRATE THE CHILD.ò   

     We are asking the various Sunday School class members to 

submit a Cherished Christmas Memory to the Christian 

Education Ministry Team.  These are to be turned in by 

December 11th.  We will sort through them, write them up, and 

then on the morning of the 18th, we will present them to the 

Christmas Class and have people guess whose memory each 

one is.  This will be a major part of the morningôs activities. 

     The success of this event depends entirely on you and your 

participation.  So donôt be a scrooge!  Come join us for some 

Holiday cheer.  Also, Christmas cookies and drink will be 

provided. 

  LeRoy Garnett & John Lexow, Co-Chair 

 

There will be no Sunday School on 

Sunday, December 25, 2011, and 

Worship is planning only one service to 

begin at 10:00 a.m. 

This schedule takes us 

through the Bible in a year 

and breaks down our daily 

readings into categories: 

Sun. ~ Epistles 

Mon. ~ The Law  

Tue. ~ History 

Wed. ~ Psalms  

Thu. ~ Poetry  

Fri. ~ Prophecy  

Sat. ~ Gospels  

Enjoy reading  

His Word daily! 
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T/Y / CANDY & COOKIES / PASTORAL RELATIONS 
 

LIBRARY NEWS / DWF CHRISTMAS MEETINGS 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 

   Joyce Kellison has given The Ten Offenses by Pat 

Robertson.  This is about reclaiming the blessings of the 

ten commandments.  On August 5, 2003 an order was 

issued to remove the ten commandments from the 

Alabama Supreme court.  What God intended for good, is 

now seen by many as the ten offenses. 

   Barb Gimple has given The Perfect Christmas by Debbie 

Macomber. 

   We are featuring Christmas books on the book cart.  We 

have many good Christmas books in the library also.  Take 

a break from all the busy things you are doing and take time to 

read a book about the Christmas season. 

     The Library Staff  

     The DWF Day Group will meet December 14, 2011 at noon 

in the Church Parlor.   

     Due to some difficulty finding a restaurant with a private room, 

Disciplesô Kitchen will serve our Christmas Luncheon this year.  

The cost of the meal is $8.00, with any ñprofitò going to the 

Capital Fund.  All women of the church are invited to attend this 

meeting.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the Parlor on December 

4 and 11, or you may call Jean Miller at 342-6963. 

 

     The DWF Night Group will meet at 6:30 p.m. on December 

12, 2011 at the home of Barb Gimple for supper.  Meet at the 

church at 6:15 p.m. if you want to car pool.  Call Barb Gimple at 

343-2144 if you plan to attend.  Bring your unwrapped SOS  

gift(s) to the meeting. 

 
 
 

November 7, 2011 
 

Dear Church Community, 
 

Thank you for your cards, calls and roses. 
Your support and concern was helpful. 
I especially appreciated the regular visits of Pastor Bob.  
      In Christian love, 
      Carolyn Kuhn 

Sign up sheet on the parlor table to bring cookies and candy for 
both the 8 p.m. FCC Christmas Eve Service and for the Emporia 
Community Christmas Eve Service December 24, 2011 at 11 p.m. 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE  
 

Next Meeting Monday, December 5, 2011; 11:00 a.m. 
 

     A churchĴs Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) is, in a nutshell, 
a small group of persons who provide support for the pastor and 
provide a regular channel of communication between the pastor 
and the congregation.  It is important for the health and ministry 
of a local church that there be an open, affirmative and creative 
relationship between pastor and congregation.  A good PRC 
provides feedback and sharing, and contributes to the overall 
ministry of the church.  You are invited to get to know our 
churchĴs PRC and to share with the Committee any matters of 
concern or interest you may have.   
 

      Our churchĴs PRC for 2011 is
       Joyce Cress ~          342-0341 
     Bonnie Denson ~   342-5380 
        Larry Gamblian ~342-6133 
         Nancy LeClear  ~ 342-1962 
         David Meierhoff ~342-2197 



 

10 7 PANTRY / OUTREACH / BIBLE STUDY NEWSLETTER INFO / SECRET PLACE / E-MAIL 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES! 
We publish a newsletter every two weeks.   

The following Mondays are the deadlines for news 

you want in the upcoming newsletter: 

December 12, 2011, & December 26, 2011 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ON LINE 
If you would like to read the newsletter online, 

our Web Page is at www.fccemporia.org.   

Click on ñNewsò and select the  

one youôd like to read.  All editions are available. 

Let the church office know if you would like to be added to the  

e-mail list for receiving the newsletter even faster, plus you get to 

see the clip art in color! 
 

 

 

 

 

PANTRY UPDATE! 
    November is nearly over and during the 

month we have assisted 36 very grateful 

people with 32 bags of food.  Thank you 

for your support and being a part of this 

worthy community service. 

     Each church year we receive six special offerings to support 

various outreach ministries beyond our local congregation.  Our gifts 

to the Reconciliation and Thanksgiving offerings totaled $354.00 

and $522.00 respectively.  On December 11, 18, and 25, the special 

Christmas Offering will be received.  The last few years, our 

congregational giving to this offering has decreased considerably.  

Since 100% of this offering remains with the Region of Kansas, the 

Outreach Ministry has considered it important enough to add some 

of its budgeted funds to the offering received from the congregation.  

We realize there are many worthy requests for donations at this time 

of year; however, we hope each of you will prayerfully consider a 

generous gift to your churchôs Christmas Offering.  Special 

envelopes will be available, or you may just write ñChristmasò in 

your check memo.              Jean Miller for the Outreach Ministry 

 

   A ĶChristmas Carolķ, our winter 
bible study, will be conducted by 
Cindy Lexow.  It begins Wednesday, 
November 30, 2011, and continues 
on Wednesday evenings December 

7, 14, and 21, 2011.  They meet at 5:30 p.m. for 
a light supper, then have the bible study at 6:15 
p.m. in the parlor.  Mark your calendars and 
enjoy the fellowship and learning during this 
advent season.  Hope to see you there! 

 

THE SECRET PLACE  

Devotions for Daily Worship 
 

    The WINTER 2011-2012  
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) Secret Place daily  
devotional booklets are on the hall table.   
    They are still just $1.00 per copy.   

CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

To e-mail Pastor Bob, our Senior Minister, 

write to: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Robert, our financial secretary, 

write to: fccfinancials@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Susan, the Church Secretary,  

write to: fccoffices@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Suzanne, our Preschool Director,  

write to: fcclcp@yahoo.com 
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