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Church News 

 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
May 2, 2011 / Volume 60 ~ No. 9 

 

“The mission of First Christian Church is to inspire each other to 

reach out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our 

community by proclaiming the Gospel  of Jesus Christ.” 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
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Monday, May 9, 2011 
Life Line Screening—Parlor 

 
 

Thursday, May 12, 2011  
Learning Center Preschool 

Families Celebration 
 

Monday, May 16, 2011 
Next Newsletter Deadline! 
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NEW EAGLE BANNER ~ Dedication May 15, 2011 
 

“Thank God for mothers 

because there is no place you 

can go where a prayer has not 

already been.” 

   I can honestly say that I 

believe that in nearly 

everything my mother did she 

considered me.  I can honestly 

say that my mother loved me 

with a sacrificing, all-

encompassing love. 

   As I write this, I know there 

are some who cannot say this 

about their mothers.  Mothers 

are not the perfect people we 

often remember, and certainly 

we hear of abusive and even 

unbalanced mothers who do 

bad things.  Even so, there are 

few people in our lives who 

touch us and shaped us the 

way our mothers do and did.  

It’s like Pearl Buck said: 

“Some mothers are kissing 

mothers and some are 

scolding mothers, but it is 

love just the same, and most 

mothers kiss and scold 

together.” 

   This Mother’s Day, let’s 

pause and give God thanks for 

our mothers.  Mothers, I 

think, are as close as we can 

get, in a human being, to 

God’s love. 
                                     BLESSINGS, 

                    Pastor Bob 

 
 

 

The Eagle Banner 
 

     The idea for the eagle banner came from 

Vicky Allen.  She asked Carol Rhoades if she 

could make a banner like one pictured in a 

church catalogue.  The two began to plan the 

project together making a few changes.  After 

more than two years and eighty hours, the 

banner was completed. 

     It should make it more meaningful to 

explain the symbolism in the banner.  The 

eagle represents the soaring spirit, renewal of 

youth and strength, courage, faith and 

contemplation.  The legend of the eagle is that 

it flew into the circle of the sun, singeing its 

wings.  It then plunged back to earth and into 

the water renewing its plumage and restoring 

its dimming eyesight.  Therefore, it also 

represents the resurrection and Life.  This 

legend is referred to in the Bible.  See Isaiah 

40:31, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew 

their strength.  They will soar on wings like 

eagles.”  And Psalms 103, “your youth is 

renewed like the eagles.” 

     The fish is the oldest Christian symbol.  It has been included at the 

bottom of the banner because it is the foundation of the Christian faith.  

The sun is the life giving force, the glory and spirituality.  Water is the 

symbol for baptism, also representing purity and cleansing.  The words, 

changed from the original banner picture, were chosen by Vicky.  Carol 

added them as if they were broken by the reflection, subtly emerging from 

the water.  In this way, the words do not demand the viewer’s attention but 

allow the eye to explore the whole banner and let the viewer’s imagination 

expand before discovering the words.  The phrase can also increase 

imagination because the viewer is invited to add his or her own thoughts.  

One can think, “My spirit soars on the wings of eagles.”  Or, maybe one 

would say, “I feel freedom and strength as if on the wings of eagles.” 

     Vicky first approached Carol in 2008 to do the banner.  Carol began to 

lay out the design on January 18, 2009.  It was completed March 22, 2011 

and presented to Vicky and a few other special people.  It is a gift from 

Vicky and Carol for the enjoyment of the congregation. 
4-2011, Carol Rhoades 

 
 
 

” 
 

REFLECTIONS 

   This Sunday is 

Mother’s Day and 

m an y o f  o u r 

congregation will observing 

this Special Sunday with gifts 

of flowers, candy, cards and 

dinners out.  Although 

Mother’s Day comes only once 

a year, I think it is good to 

think about and remember our 

mothers not just once but 

often. 

   I think of my mother almost 

da i l y .   t  s hou l d  be 

acknowledged that mothers are 

not perfect—after all, they are 

human beings, too, but seldom 

are so many good things 

wrapped up in one package as 

our mothers.  If I force myself, 

I can remember my mother’s 

harsh words of discipline, her 

decisions I did not agree with 

and some methods of parenting 

I now think were not the best.  

But, as I said, I have to force 

myself to think of those 

incidents.  What I do not have 

to force myself to think of are 

the ways she thought of me, 

cared for me and taught me.  

Someone, I’ve forgotten who, 

once said something like  



 

 
 
 

 
 

LOCAL REQUESTS 
 

Melissa Albertsen (daughter of Jeanice Miller), Nicholas Bacon, 
Marlene Bowman, Doris Douglas, Cheryl Dunning, Clyde Fillmore, 
David Goodell (friend of Sandy Wells, cancer), Sandy Heller, Les & 
Lois Housley, Faye Kincaid & Helen Spencer (friends of Mary 
Schaefer), Daniel Kimberlin, Ramona Langley, Nancy Mayer (Marjorie 
Jones’ daughter), Jeanice Miller, Cameron Moore, Bernice Rider, J. 
Smith (Iraq), Micky Spyres, Jan Stevenson, Don White, Leon 
Wildberger. 

 

 
 

   The love and prayers of our Church family are extended to LeRoy 
and Karen Garnett at the loss of LeRoyÞs mother, Fern Garnett, who 
went to be with the Lord on April 25, 2011. 
   To Marie and John Harding on the loss of MarieÞs mother and 
fellow church member, Marguerite Johnson, who went to be with the 
Lord on April 23, 2011. 

Calling on all outdoor persons to help 

with the mowing and trimming at the 

church. Thanks to Glenn and Dorothy 

Boyce for the annual servicing of the 

mower and keeping the “Deere” running 

and in good shape, and to LeRoy Garnett 

for mowing these past several weeks.  Now are asking for your help 

in keeping the church lawn mowed.  There is a sign up sheet on the 

table in the parlor, or call the church office (342-1582) and let us 

know which week or weeks you are available and willing to serve by 

mowing.  Thanks for your help in keeping the church yard tidy. 
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ATTENDANCE RECORD 
April 24, 2011 

SS 26 / Worship 164 
May 1, 2011 

SS 20 / Worship 91 
 

 
GIVING RECORD 

April 24, 2011 ~ Offering - $1,684.00 / Capital - $258.00 
May 1, 2011 ~ Offering - $3,590.25 / Capital - $805.50 

 
 

JUST A REMINDER 
Remember that if you are unable to fulfill your 
turn as a greeter, nursery volunteer, worship 
leader, children’s message giver, server, etc.,  
please find your own replacement and let the 
church office know.  Thanks! 

 
 
 

THE SECRET PLACE DEVOTIONALS! 
     The Summer 2011 (June, July, August) Secret Place daily 
devotional have just arrived  They are available in the church 
office for $1.00 per copy. 
     Past editions are FREE and located on the window sill.   
                              Come and help yourself. 

 
                                               

WHZ[VY.Z OV\YZ 
and CONTACT INFO 

 

M-W-TH 9-11 a.m.  
& 2-4 p.m.  

 

Fridays & Saturdays  

are by appointment. 

 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

 

620-757-6298 (Cell) 

 

944 Whittier-Emporia 

 

E-Mail:  
bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

PRAYER NEEDS / SYMPATHY / MOWING 

Please call the office at 342-1582 if a 
name needs to be removed from the 
prayer list.  Thanks! 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING / CONTACT INFORMATION 3 

OUR SYMPATHY 

 

 

MOWING TIME 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com
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May 8, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Parker Simmons 
Children’s Message ~ Judy Moore 
Diaconate ~ Carl* & Lana Richardson*,  
        Marvin Reece, Glenn Boyce 
Elder ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Greeters ~ (N) Glenn & Dorothy Boyce 
                 (S) LeRoy & Karen Garnett 
Nursery ~ Richard Becker / Organist ~ Donna Breshears 
Worship Leader ~ Barb Gimple 
 

May 15, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Cindy Lexow 
Children’s Message ~ Jeff Cole 
Diaconate ~ Janelle Norton*, Joan Shumate, Alan & Betty Richardson 
Elder ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Greeters ~ (N) Robert & Janet Wells 
                (S) Joyce Cress & Barb Gimple 
Nursery ~ Sarah Richardson  / Organist ~ Donna Breshears 
Worship Leader ~ Marie Harding 
 

 

   There is a program within the church called 

the “Mentoring Program”.  Some of you may be 

familiar with this great program, others may 

have never heard of it.  Simply put, it is a 

program where a person who has some intent 

on becoming a Christian is matched up with a 

mature Christian and they embark on a 12-13 

week journey together exploring the “ins” and 

“outs” of the Christian faith.  As an example, most recently 

Brianna Becker was paired with Cindy Lexow as Mentor.  At the 

end of this short journey the individual makes a choice, to give 

their life to Christ or not.  No pressure from anybody.  If it is a 

youth, sometimes they realize they are not ready, so they wait a 

few years and then make their decision.  Generally speaking, this 

program is designed for youth, those around 12 years old, but by 

no means is it limited to youth.  If there is an adult who has not 

made the great confession, they may not have the Christian 

background to make a wise decision, then they too are eligible 

for the mentoring program and the same rules apply, a mature 

Christian teamed up with a student. 

   This program is available year round 

depending on the participants schedule.  

Christian Education stands ready to assist any 

and all who might want to use this program.  

This serves only as a starting place on your 

spiritual journey.  Would you start today? 
 

The one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; 

the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

                                                             Romans 12:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

NEW CHRUCH DIRECTORIES AVAILABLE 
 

   The 2011 Church Directories are now available!  We will be 
distributing them on Sunday mornings or if you drop by the church 
office during the week, you can pick one up also.   
   Additions/or corrections to the new directory are as follows: 
 
Pg. 21- Change Dana Witten birthday to 11/25 
 
Please let Judy and/or the church office know of additional changes 
or corrections.       
 Many Thanks 
 
 

 

UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MENTORING PROGRAM 
13 

May 22, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Janece Bacon 
Children’s Message ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Diaconate ~Richard Becker*, Jeanice Miller, Jeff & Vickie Cole 
Elder ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Greeters ~ (N) Larry & Glenna Gamblian 
                 (S) Marlene Hanson & Mary Morriss 
Nursery ~ John Lexow / Organist ~ Donna Breshears 
Worship Leader ~ Barb Gimple 

May 29, 2011 
Candlelighter ~ Parker Simmons 
Children’s Message ~ Nancy LeClear 
Diaconate ~ Carl Headrick*, Larry Breshears, Jill McGrath, Larry Gamblian 
Elder ~ Judy Moore 
Greeters ~ (N)  Carl & Lana Richardson 
                 (S) John & Cindy Lexow 
Nursery ~ Cindy Lexow / Organist ~ Donna Breshears 
Worship Leader ~ Marlene Hanson 
Message ~ LeRoy Garnett 

STEWARDSHIP 



 

12 5  THANK YOU  BIBLE READINGS / ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

Anniversaries 
 

17 Jeffry & Vicki Cole 

24 Kurt & Sheila Steinkuhler  
 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 
  

02 Brooke Douglas 

02 Chris Parsons 

02 Janet Wells 

06 Bob Duncan 

07 Joan Shumate 

08 Michelle Harding 

08 Jan Jones 

10 Jay Schaefer 

11 Shelley Findlay 

11  Cindy Kuhn 

11 Georgia Taylor 

15 Jami LeClear 

15 Grant McClellan 

16 Slay’tn Davis 

17 William Calvert 

18 Tracie Parsons 

18 Gene Pruitt 

19 Rob MacGregor 

21 Bob Foster 

 

 

 

May 8, 2011 
Sun ~ 2 Cor. 6-8 
Mon ~ Ex. 21-24 

Tue ~ 2 Sam 10-14 
Wed ~ Ps. 54-56 
Thu ~ Job 37-38 
Fri ~ Jer. 32-36 
Sat ~ Luke 1-2 

 

May 15, 2011 
Sun ~ 2 Cor. 9-10 
Mon ~ Ex. 25-28 

Tue ~ 2 Sam 15-19 
Wed ~ Ps. 57-59 
Thu ~ Job 39-40 
Fri ~ Jer. 37-41 
Sat ~ Luke 3-4 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Dear Friends 
     I sincerely thank you for the prayers 
and calls during Missy’s hospital stay 
and diagnosis of heart problems. 
     We felt the comfort and peace 
throughout all of it, and ask for continued 
support as she adjusts to the changes she 
will make in her life. 
          In Christan Love, 
         Jeanice Miller 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

 

A heartfelt thank you to all who sent 
cards or visited on our 60th wedding 
anniversary. 
  Richard & Joyce Kellison 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

On behalf of Marguerite Johnson’s family, thanks 
is extended to this wonderful, loving church 
family for prayers, cards, and expressions of 
sympathy upon her recent death.  Your 
thoughtfulness has been a blessing to us all. 
         John and Marie Harding, Michelle Harding 

   David & Krista Harding, Adam & Allison  
          Sally Barnett, Lawrence KS 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Thank You  Pastor Bob for leading us in an 

inspiring Lenten Study.  Also, thanks to all those 

who attended and participated in the study and 

thanks to all who brought and shared such 

delicious food.  We nourished our minds, bodies 

and souls during this Lenten Season. 

  Christian Ed. Committee 

  Marie Harding & Vicki Cole 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

This schedule takes us 

through the Bible in a year 

and breaks down our daily 

readings into categories: 

Sun. ~ Epistles 

Mon. ~ The Law  

Tue. ~ History 

Wed. ~ Psalms  

Thu. ~ Poetry  

Fri. ~ Prophecy  

Sat. ~ Gospels  

Enjoy reading  

His Word daily! 
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GEN. ASSEMBLY / CAMP TAWAKONI / CARILLON BELL 
CLOTHES CLOSET 

TH` IPY[OKH`Z /jvu.{0 6 VZNVVK MPSLZ 

 

 

 

The Clothes Closet is open Tuesday and 

Friday mornings from 8:30 a.m. to noon, 

Tuesday evenings from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. and the first Saturday morning of each 

month from 8:30 a.m. to noon.  Our response has been good, and 

now we need your help by signing up to work.  Sign up sheets are 

in the parlor.  A wide variety of quality clothing for all ages and 

sizes is offered at very low, low affordable prices.  Tell your 

friends and neighbors too!  Get summer clothes for your children 

and grandchildren. 
 

Th¡ Ipy{okh¡z /jvu.{0  

23 Brandon Hopkins 

25 Robert Hush 

26 Brittany McWilliams 
26 Alexa Sunderman 

27 Robert Wells 

27 Joseph Wright 

28 Larry Gamblian 

28 Nathan LeClear 

30 Sylvia Barb 

31 Dennis Kelly 
 

LISTEN AND YOU SHALL HEAR 
 

Listen for the Charles Osgood Files on 

radio station KVOE.  The Osgood Files 

are offered four different times per 

day at approximately 7:30 a.m., 9:25 

a.m., 12:05 p.m., and 5:20 p.m.  There 

are four different sponsors and our church is one of them.  Listen 

for Pastor Bob’s thoughtful message. 

 

 

 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

 

     (Disciples of Christ) will be held in 

Nashville, TN from Saturday, July 9 

through Wednesday, July 13, 2011.   

     See Bob for more information and 

make plans now to attend.   
 

Summer Camp Opportunities 
 

     Check out the flyer on the hall table or the one 
posted on the bulletin board for the various 
opportunities to attend summer camp at Camp 
Tawakoni.  The theme this year is ½Nv{ Zwpyp{F¾5
There is a variety of camping experiences including a 
Wilderness Trail Camp, Eco-Camp (which is NEW this 
year), Camp Friendship, and even a Grand Camp for 
grandparents and their grandchildren.  Make plans now 
to attend one of the fun sessions. 

 
Thanks First Christian Church for your 
donation toward replacing the ovens at 
Camp Tawakoni.  This will certainly help 
our cooks and campers this summer. 
 
Also, there is a box in the parlor for 
collections for Camp Tawakoni.  They are 
in need of trash bags, paper towels, toilet 
paper, toilet cleaner, dish clothes, paper 
plates and plastic spoons.  Place any donations in the collection box and 
we will deliver to camp.  Thanks for your support. 

 
 

The Bells Are Ringing, The Bells Are Ringing! 
 

Oh}l ¡v| olhyk {ol ½ilssz¾ uv~ ypunpun h{ Mpyz{
Christian Church?  Our new BRG Carillon bell 
system has been installed.  You can hear the 
beautiful bell music on the hour from 8 a.m. until 6 
p.m.  Spz{lu mvy {olt3 ~vu.{ ¡v|F 

ZOVW g[PS `V\ KYVW(( 



 

10 7 GRADUATES / PANTRY NEWSLETTER INFO / LIBRARY NEWS/ E-MAIL 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES! 
We publish a newsletter every two weeks.   

The following Mondays are the deadlines for news you 

want in the upcoming newsletter: 

May 16, 2011, & May 31, 2011 
 

NEWSLETTER ON LINE 
If you would like to read the newsletter online, 

our Web Page is at www.fccemporia.org.   

Click on “News” and select the  

one you’d like to read. 
 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
   Check out the library cart in the hallway which 

contains a variety of books dealing with women.  

What better way to support Mother’s Day than to 

read a good book. 

   We also subscribe to the Guidepost’s Magazine, 

large print edition, with the newest editions located 

on the library cart. 

   A copy of the Christian History Magazine 100th issue is also 

located on the library cart.  This magazine is about the King James 

Version celebrating the 400th year.  It has been out of production 

but is coming back, and we will use DWF funds to subscribe to this 

magazine. 
 

 

NEW CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
To e-mail Pastor Bob, our Senior Minister, 

write to: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Robert, our financial secretary, 

write to: fccfinancials@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Susan, the Church Secretary,  

write to: fccoffices@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Suzanne, our Preschool Director,  

write to: fcclcp@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Christian Church is PROUD of its Graduates  

They will be recognized at the May 15, 2011 service  

Lane Browning  son of Lee and Janell Browning, 

grandson of Glenn and Barb Gimple, graduating 

from Washburn Rural High School  

Morgan Goad , daughter of Steve and Ina Goad of 

Salina, graduating from Wichita State University 

with a BA in Communication Sciences &Disorders  

Rachael Hush ; daughter of Ken and Michelle Hush, 

granddaughter of Bob and Luella Hush, graduating from Marquette 

University, Milwaukee, WI with a BS in Public Relations.  

Aaron Plump , son of Lisa Volland and Donald Plump, grandson of Mary 

Volland, graduating from Topeka West High School and will attend 

Butler Community College.  

Kate Smith , daughter of Kat and Steve Dorcas, J and Meredith 

Smith, granddaughter of Judy and Jim Moore, graduating from 

Northern Heights High School  

Tyler Tilton , son of Jim and Melissa Tilton, graduating from Emporia 

High School  

Blaze Whitten , son of Joe and Dana Witten, grandson of Duane and 

Mary Ginavan, graduating from Emporia High School.Christian  

Education Ministry Team  Marie Harding & Vicki Cole, Co -Chair 
 

PANTRY UPDATE! 
As Spring begins, a special Thank You to our church family for being 

so generous in helping to supply the food pantry.  There is a real 

need for this service and a way our church family can serve the 

community.  In April we served 43 people with 34 bags of food.   

Thank You—Dorothy Boyce and Vicki Cole. 

The following items are used in the pantry: 

Cereals, Boxed  Popcorn, Microwave 

Chicken/Tuna/Meats  Pork & Beans 

Fruit, Canned  Ramen Noodles 

Mac ‘n Cheese  Rice & Beans, boxes/bags 

Non-Perishable Foods  Soups, Can/Packets 

Oatmeal Packets  Toilet Paper 

Peanut Butter & Jelly  Vegetables, canned 
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