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1 Christian 
Church News 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
December 26, 2011 / Volume 60 ~ No. 26 

 

ñThe mission of First Christian Church is to inspire each other to reach 

out to the un-churched and to serve and share with our community by 

proclaiming the Gospel  of Jesus Christ.ò 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Learning Center Preschool ~ Page 4 
DWF Christmas Luncheon~ Page 6 

Prayer Line~ Page 10 
Live Nativity ~ Page 11 

12 Days of Christmas Song~ Page 12 
Thank You~ Page 14 

LetterĲPaxton Jones~ Page 15 

Epiphany    January 6, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 

January 6 & 7, 2012 
Clothes Closet Open 

 
Monday, January 9, 2012 

Newsletter Deadline  
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REFLECTIONS FROM PASTOR BOB 2 15 

bind us to our friends, make 
us one with all mankind for 
whom the Child was  
Born¢and bring us back 

again to the God who gave 
His only begotten Son, that 
£whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.¤ 

So we will not £spend¤ 
Christmas¢nor £observe¤ 
Christmas.  

We will £keep¤ 
Christmasðkeep it as it is¢
in all the loveliness of its 
ancient traditions.  

May we keep it in our 
hearts, that we may be kept 
in its hope.  
So, this Christmas and 

coming New Year, lets echo 

Peter Marshall.  As I say in one 

of my radio ads:  This Christmas 

Season, letsémend a quarrelé

seek out a forgotten friendé 

write a love letteré share some 

treasureé give a soft answeré 

keep a promise.  May we find the 

timeé forgive an 

enemy...apologize if you are 

wrongé think first of othersébe 

kind and gentleé laugh a 

little...express your thanksé 

gladden the heart of a childé 

speak your loveé speak it 

againé 
     Many Blessingséand Merry 

Christmas!             Pastor Bob 

   I want to thank all of 

you for the Christmas 

cards you sent, the 

gifts and the food you 

gave!  It is very much 

appreciated.  We have a 

wonderful Church and many 

caring and compassionate people.  

Margi and I thank you for your 

generosity, your faithfulness and 

your thoughtfulness! 

I recently came across a prayer 

written by Peter Marshall.  I 

would like to share it with you as 

we celebrate Christmas and the 

coming New Year. 
In a world that seems not 

only to be changing, but even 
to be dissolving, there are 
some tens of millions of us 
who want Christmas  
 to be the same¢with the 
same old greeting £Merry 
Christmas¤ and 
 no other.  

We long for the abiding 
love among men of good will 
which the Season brings¢
believing in this ancient 
miracle of Christmas with its 
so f t en in g ,  sw eet en i ng 
influence to tug at our heart 
strings once again.  

We want to hold on to the 
old customs and traditions 
because they strengthen our 
family ties,  

CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN KANSAS 
15 December 2011 

 

 

First Christian church 

202 E. 12th Ave. 

Emporia, KS  66801-5009 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In this season of joy and goodwill Iôm writing  to thank you for your generous 

gifts to our Disciples Mission Fund (DMF) which makes ministry happen here in 

Kansas and throughout the wider church.  Your gifts make possible such minis-

tries as: 

 The recent biennial Youth Convention held at Hutchinson in November, 

where over 425 were present to learn, grow and celebrate the Christian faith; 

 Our summer camping program, where nearly 600 young people consider 

decisions for Christ and some hear a call into ministry; 

 Leadership development events including fall retreats for both men and 

women; 

 Our Clergy Care Ministry, which nurtures seminarians (11) and others 

(23) considering ordained or commissioned ministry; and 

 Ministries in such diverse places such as San Antonio, TX; Yakima, 

WA; Los Angeles, CA; Haiti; the Peopleôs Republic of Congo; and throughout the 

world. 

Together you and I participate in far more ministry than any of us could ever 

dream of on our own! 

 

I know the difficulty of raising these funds, particularly in this economy.  Yet 

your faithful stewardship is evident in your gift of $11,114.83 to DMF (as of 

11/30/11).  This represents sacrificial givingðand your generosity is a witness to 

your love and care for the Church and our efforts to continue spreading Godôs 

love and grace. 

 

Thanks you so much for your commitment to continue the cause of Christ through 

the Disciples Mission Fund as together we are ña movement for wholeness in a 

fragmented world.ò 

 

Have a blessed Christmas! 

 

Paxton Jones 

Regional Minister 



 

Nicholas Bacon, Marlene Bowman, Doris 
Douglas, Cheryl Dunning, Clyde Fillmore, 
David Goodell (friend of Sandy Wells, 
cancer), Gay Nita Grimm (teacher at EHS, 

friend of John Lexow & Susan Iwert, cancer), Les & Lois Housley, 
Wes Jones (son of Jan Jones), Ramona Langley, Trey Moore 
(grandson of Vicky Cole), Bernice Rider, Zak Schaefer (grandson of 
Mary Schaefer, Army), Diann Smith (breast cancer), Helen Spencer 
(friend of Mary Schaefer), Micky Spyres, Mildred Steeves, Rev. John 
Turner (uncle of Amy Turner, tumor), Don White, Leon Wildberger, 
Gwen Zimmerman. 

Thank You 

 From the family of Bea Stine. . .  

We thank you for the lovely luncheon that you prepared for my 

sisterôs family ñBea Stineò.  We deeply appreciated it. 

 
 

From Presbyterian Manor 

 Just a note to thank you, and let you know how very 

much the residents of Presbyterian Manor and their families 

appreciate your churchôs faithfulness to conduct services on 

Sunday afternoons.  The efforts of all of you, and your 

encouragement help remind residents of Godôs constant love 

and devotion to them. 

 

From The Office 

   Thank you to all the people who brought goodies by the FCC 

office.  There were wonderful breads, chocolates and a variety 

of homemade candies.  Shopping locally has a whole new 

meaning after receiving Emporia Chamber gift certificates.  

   Your friendship, generosity and thoughtfulness was 

overwhelming, but oh so fun to receive. 

   It is wonderful to work where people care so much about each 

other.       Susan Iwert, Office  
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ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

December 18, 2011 
 

SS ?/ Worship: Early 7, Late  91 
Intergenerational Sunday School Today 

 
December 24, 2011  8:00 p.m.      Worship:  122 

 
December 25, 2011 

SS-None held / Worship: (One Service 10:00 a.m.) - 64 
 

GIVING RECORD 
 

December 18, 2011 ~ Offering - $3,177.00 / Capital - $1,228.00 
 

December 25, 2011 ~ Offering - $2,429.00 / Capital - $1,563.00 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   Tɯʍ C˓ˤrʫʑÙʟ ˡ˨˙paˁ˓ʦ iʟ ˏxɾˏnɩeʋ tʙ Sˉnˍʦ 
Hʮʶɳˏʞ.  Hˏʞ ˋʞᴇɯˏʞ- ˔ʘ- lˉʤ, Gˏɶʍ Sˏiɭʍᴍ, ˏnɾˏɼeʋ 
ɶˏʤ ˗iɭʍ ˔ʘ ɯeˉʁˏʘ ˛ʘ Deɨˏʸɧˏʞ 19, 20˫1. 

 
 

   Tɯʍ C˓ˤrʫʑÙʟ ˡ˨˙paˁ˓ʦ iʟ ˏxɾˏnɩeʋ tʙ ˁɯʍ fˉ˙ʳ˗ʦ 
ˉnʋ ˑˠɰˏndʟ ᴗ Beʆ Sˢ˔ɶʍ ˅ hʙ ˏnɾˏɼeʋ ɶˏʤ ˗iɭʍ ˔ʘ 
ɯeˉʁˏʘ ˛ʘ Deɨˏʸɧˏʞ 14, 20˫1. 

PRAYER NEEDS / THANK YOUĴS 

Please call the office at 342-1582 if a name needs to be removed from the prayer list.  

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING / SYMPATHY 3 

 

SYMPATHY 

     PASTORôS HOURS 
 

and CONTACT INFO 
 

  M-W-TH  9--11 a.m. & 2-4 p.m. 

             Fridays & Saturdays  

             are by appointment 

620-342-1582 (Church) 

620-757-6298 (Cell)  

944 Whittier-Emporia 

E-Mail:  bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:bobcolerick@yahoo.com
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We Are On Winter Break 
 

As you read this, we will be enjoying 

our winter break with our family and 

friends. 

We begin the new year Wednesday, 

January 4, 2012 for the MWF class 

and Thursday, January 5, 2012 for the 

T/TH class. 

Show and Tell will be January 4-13, 

2012.   

 

New Students ~ 3 yr. old class 
 

The T-Th class welcomes two new students for the spring semester. 

Olivia Helm, daughter of Darrin & Jane Helm of 1742 Belmont Ct., 

and Cameron White, son of Wade & Faith White of 510 Sherman St. 

We are glad you joined our class. 
 

TUITION 
 

   Donôt forget, tuition is due by the 10th of the month.  After the 10th 

there is a $5.00 late fee.  After the 15th there will be a $10.00 late fee. 
 

 

 

 

Our 4 yr. old class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 3 year old class 

 

UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULE PRESCHOOL NEWS 
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January 1, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Karen Garnett 
Childrenôs Message ~ Debbie Peck 
Diaconate ~ Janelle* & Tim Norton, Alan &Betty Richardson 
Elder ~ Marie Harding 
Greeters ~ (N)  Glenn & Dorothy Boyce 
               ~ (S)  John & Cindy Lexow 
Nursery ~ Rita Headrick / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Cameron Moore 
 

January 8, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Brianna Becker 
Childrenôs Message ~ Marie Harding 
Diaconate ~ Richard Becker*, Jeanice Miller, Jeff & Vickie Cole 
Elder ~ LeRoy Garnett 
Greeters ~ (N)  David & Carolyn Meierhoff 
               ~ (S)  Jill McGrath & Judy Moore 
Nursery ~ Tim Norton / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ David Meierhoff 
 
January 15, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Parker Simmons 
Childrenôs Message ~ Barb Gimple 
Diaconate ~ Jill McGrath*, Nikki Simmons, Larry Gamblian 
Elder ~ Robert Wells 
Greeters ~ (N)  Robert & Janet Wells 
                 (S)  Joyce Cress, Barb Gimple 
Nursery ~ Janelle Norton / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Barb Gimple 
 

January 22, 2012 
Candlelighter ~ Janece Bacon 
Childrenôs Message ~ Bob Colerick 
Diaconate ~ Karen Garnett*, Jake Dalton, Guy & Janece Bacon 
Elder ~ Marlene Hanson 
Greeters ~ (N)  Larry & Glenna Gamblian 
               ~ (S)  George & Ruth Ford 
Nursery ~ John Lexow / Organist ~ Sandy Heller 
Worship Leader ~ Robert Wells 
 



 

12 5 The 12 Days of Christmas Song ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

January  Birthdays 

01 Ruth Ford 
01 Bonnie Schaefer 
02 Betty Bowman 
02 Pat Mercer 
05 Quentin Coffman 
05 Bessie McCartney 
09 Travis Milner 
09 Ted Williams 
10 Erma Mae Jones 
10 Nancy Mayer 
11 Kindra Garnett 
11 Leonard Werner 
12 Allyson Lauxman 
15 Colter Richardson 
15 Treva Stuck 
17 Glendon Iverson 
18 John Lexow 
21 Brenda Hall 
22 Charles Wilhite 
26 Marie Kelley  
26 Curtis Rhoades 
26 Tyler Tilton 

There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me.  
     What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, 
swimming swans, and especially the partridge in the pear 
tree have to do with Christmas? 

     From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were 
not permitted to practice their faith openly.  Someone during 
that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young 
Catholics. 

      It has two levels of meaning:   the surface meaning plus 
a hidden meaning known only to members of their church.  
 

Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious 
reality which the children could remember. 
 

-The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

-Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 

-Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 

-The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke & John. 

-The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first 
five books of the Old Testament. 

-The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of Creation. 

-Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts 
of the Holy Spirit--Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, 
Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 

-The eight maids a-milking were the eight Beatitudes. 

-Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit--
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 

-The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 

-The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful 
Disciples. 

-The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 
   And as Paul Harvey would say, ñNow you know the rest of 
the story.ò 

 

27 Ethan Francis 
28 Sadj Davis  
29 Ed Mercer, Jr. 
29 Stanley Smith 
29 Joe Witten 
30 Robert White 
31 Tim Norton  
31  Walter Spencer 
31 Kerry Willoughby 

January Anniversaries 

28 Larry & Glenna Gamblian 
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FCC LIVE NATIVITY   12/23/11  6-8 p.m. 

Merry 
   Christmas 
         From 
            FCC 

DWF GROUP CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 12/14/11 
 

Served at  
pretty tables 
in the Church 

Parlor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L-R  Dorothy Boyce, Mary 
Schaefer, Marie Wood, Janet 
Wells, Imegene Marsh, and 
Karen Garnett. 
 

Meal cooked by Jean Miller/ 
Served by Fred Miller, Glenn 
Boyce, Robert Wells and 
Cameron Moore, with LeRoy 
Garnett helping earlier in the 
day. 
 

L-R Wanda Davis, Ruth 
Ford, Judy Moore, Joan 
Shumate, Suzanne 
MacGregor, and Vel Lukert. 

What a delightful 
way to celebrate 
the Christmas 
Season with good 
food, good  fun 
and good 
fellowship. 



 

10 7 PANTRY / PRAYER LINE NEWSLETTER INFO / SECRET PLACE / E-MAIL 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES! 
We publish a newsletter every two weeks.   

The following Mondays are the deadlines for news 

you want in the upcoming newsletter: 

January 9, 2012, & January 23, 2012 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ON LINE &  

ON FACEBOOK 
If you would like to read the newsletter online, our Web 

Page is at www.fccemporia.org.  Click on ñNewsò and 

select the one youôd like to read.  All editions are 

available.  Let the church office know if you would like to 

be added to the e-mail list for receiving the newsletter even 

faster, plus you get to see the clip art in color! 

Also, check us out on Facebook for upcoming events. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PANTRY UPDATE! 
 

    December is nearly over and our church  
has assisted 23 very grateful people with 19 
bags of food.   

PRAYER LINE! 
Our prayer line is always available! 

If you have a prayer request, please call 
342-8585 and leave a message. 

The following items are used in the pantry: 

     Cereals, Boxed or Oatmeal Pork & Beans or other beans 

     Chicken/Tuna/Meats  Ramen Noodles 

     Canned Fruit Rice & Beans, boxes/bags 

     Mac ón Cheese  Soups, Can/Packets 

     Non-Perishable Foods  Spaghetti & Sauce 

     Peanut Butter & Jelly  Toilet Paper 

     Popcorn, Microwave Vegetables, canned 

                  plus anything else you would like to donate! 

 

THE SECRET PLACE  

Devotions for Daily Worship 
 

    The WINTER 2011-2012  
(Dec., Jan., Feb.) Secret Place daily  
devotional booklets are on the hall table.   
    Only $1.00 per copy.   

CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 

To e-mail Pastor Bob, our Senior Minister, 

write to: bobcolerick@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Robert, our financial secretary, 

write to: fccfinancials@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Susan, the Church Secretary,  

write to: fccoffices@yahoo.com 

To e-mail Suzanne, our Preschool Director,  

write to: fcclcp@yahoo.com 


